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Faur play comes first :
Woman baseball manager wows the skeptlcs

stalf writer “If you have knowledge
Som: said,the woman manager of of ”“eb’I" the kids
; '.heB W wgl:lg strike out. o don’t care if you're
y 't count on ry . ’
+McLeHann's expertise and love of base- male or 'em',le’
ball and kids. . —Mary McLellann
B you have of baseball,

" the kids don'’t care if you're male or

*female,” said Mrs. McLellann, the first
‘:woman manager of a 10- to 13-year-old
“"boys’ baseball team sponsored by"the

Livonia Junior Football League.

“I think the other managers said to
themszlves, ‘We're going to go out and
beat her. She doesn’t know anything,’ "
Mrs. McLellann said with a smile.

“Kids on the other teams thought we
were 110 good because we had a woman
‘manager,” said Jim Burke, a sixth-
“grader at Botsford Elementary School.
“But vre showed them. We beat them.”

THE BULLDOGS, on a winning'

- streak after losing’ their first three
games, were. riding high on confidence
at a recent game at Livonia's-Bicenten-
lel Park The team is 7 and 3 for the

" Whi\e the kids pounded their mitts
. -and raised the dust with their cleats.

Mrs. McLellann gave them a pep talk. *

“These Padres are good,” she said.
“But we're good too.”

She, along with coaches Dave Tarbet
and Doug Frizzell, urged the boys to
“fisten, stay awake, have fun, use good
sportsmanship, and play like you
played theJast two games.”

“This group was the Bad News Bears
at the beginning of the season,” said
Joyce Barmett, mother of shortstop
Ronnie Barnett.

Scott Lawhead, a team member and
eighth-grader at Clarenceville Junior
High School, agreed. “We just weren't
up to it when we lost our first three
games and we weren't organized yet.
Now we have our stuff together.”

Although Mrs. McLellann, 41, got in-
volved in coaching and managing be-
cause of her son, Tom, she comes (mm
a sporu—onenled famlly

MRS. McLELLANN'S mother
worked at Navin Field in the late 1930s
and the house was full of baseball talk,
Mrs. McLellann said. Her mother still
takes Tom to every opening Tiger
game, even if they have to wrap up in
blankets to keep warm.

After coaching the Mets and the
Brewers for three years, Mrs. McLel-
lann wanted to try managing her son’s
team. Because he's such a “sports nut,”
Tom, 13, from Riley Junior High
School, was thrilled, she said.

Active like his mother, Tom finds
time to play football, hockey and bas-
ketball. He also bowls.

“But I don't play favorites,” she said.
“We are a team. There are no stars.”

If the players make a mistake, Mrs.
MeLellann doesn’t yell at them. They
already feel bad enough,-she said. “T
don’t want them in tears.”

“The kids are here to learn, have a

good time and enjoy what they're
dmng Mrs, McLellann said. “I don’t
want them to win at any cost.”

AS A'MANAGER, Mrs. McLellann's
two biggest disappointments are par-
ents who don't show up to watch the
children play-ball and coaches or man-
agers who ihuw poor sporLsmanshxp

during a game.

At lhe recent Padre game, seven
parents sat on picnic tables or lawn
chairs as they shouted encouragement.

“Kids need their parents’ than to
give them a pat on the back,” Mrs.
McLellann said.

Mrs. McLellann shuddered as she
talked about' the behavior of some
managers, coaches and players.

“The Bulldogs are well-behaved
players. I won't tolerate poor sports-
manship like rough band-shaking or
vulgarity,” she said.

THE TEAM players listen when Mrs.
McLellann talks and know she can be
tough when she has to.

“She doesn't take anything from us,”
Scott Lawhead said. -

This energetic woman is the mother

of five and grandmother of seven. She’

also carries a 4.0 grade point average
at Madonna College where she is study-
ing to become a certified gemntolng\sL

Her interest in senior-citizens is re-
flected in her 10 years of voluntéer
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In addition to being
a coach, Mary
McLellann is the
mother of five and
grandmother of
seven, a 4.0 student
of gerontoloy at
Madonna College
and a 10-year
volunteer for the
United Foundation.
Her biggest
disappointments as
amandger are
parents who don’t
show up to watch
their children play

ball and coaches or

managers who
show poor

work with United ‘Recent-
ly, she-spent almost 30 hours a week
he]pmg the elderly pu! on a variety

dryn‘ny agame.
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“The Best.of Birmingham is
NOW ON SALE!”

- Brought to you by The Bi

*ANIGHT ON THE TOWN SALE”

Prices in effect 7-11p.m. 1356 pairs tosell

MEN;S &BOY’S sandals, clogs, canvas . $500
casuals; house slippers - 200 pairs (values t0.$30) ................

ontire jewe!

ht on thETOWll 7pmto 11 pm

W stock

BIRMINGHAM ONLY
FRIDAY, JULY 24
FROM 7 P.M. UNTIL

50% o

l}/t@@@. the

11 P.M. ONLY!

SAVE
25% 1o

THE ORIGINAL
PRICES ON

WOMEN'S FASHIONS
SHOES

FASHION ACCESSORIES
LINGERIE

MENSWEAR
CHILDREN'S WEAR
HOME FURNISHINGS
AND MUCH MORE!

Narne brand athletic shoes and leather sandals
NIKE-NEW BALANCE-BROOKS-FRYE sandals
360 pairs - (values to $39)....

.MAPLE

cove
rein’s
Wian Shop
of Plenty
Baum

§ 18KL jewelry ¥
3 }:Kt“ﬂs * engageme
hains  eamngs *

kaesge Rubber soled casual & dress shoes
e Hole

etoe DEXTER-IMPORTS-STREETCARS
1aShoes 188 pairs - (values to $40)

kkeller
eiman’s

sherman; FLORSHEIM-STACEY ADAMS-FREEMAN
e dress shoes BASS-TIMBERLAND-ROCKPORT
casuals 464 pairs- (values to $60)..

‘00D WARD

BIRMINGHAM STORE ONLY - 115 W. MAPLE

The good stuff

CHEAP!

WOMEN'’S AND TEENS
DRESS, CASUALS & SPORTS HOES

OVER 1000 PAIRS!

*10-*14-*18-"22

Regularly to $60.00
20% to 50%
OFF!

Ve
pueto \ha gln ucc“aun‘;, ;;u
extended oV
£ 10-8:30
ﬂ'\mS. & sm

40-5:30

530"

14KL. initial pendant ($20 value]
with every purchase over S
must present ad ta receive

Shop Birmingham: 200 N. Woodword.
Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday.

& Hatcher .

SALADS
SOuPs
QUICHE"
BREADS
PASTRIES
CROISSANT

PICNICS

SPECIAL
ORDERS

DESSERTS
HAAGEN DAZS
FROSTYOGURT

%OffenFurs
wnCafe
w Tree
ayn's

: STREET
% Shoes

+GOLO«SELBY « JOYCE
«CARESSA « GEPPETO

t « CAPEZIO » BASS

anczfacials

IN STREET

esRustics
tenStuff

chargeit
with VISA
or -
MASTERCHARGE

Open 7 days a week 8:30 am to 9:00 pm

273 Pierce, Birmingham
(next to the Birmingham Bookstore)
6459122

arey’s

awley, td.

&Cames 123 MAPLE - BIRMINGHAM
*642-9755 )




