@he Obseruer & Eccentric

travel

16C *(S.F.Ro-118.%98)

Water, water everywhere

Thursday, July 30, 1981

Michigan’s abundant liquid is our greatest recreation resource

By Iris Sanderson Jones
special writer

ATER. THAT IS the story of Michigan in one word. Wet, warm
blue and sometimes frozen water.

Because of all that wetness, Michigan has more freshwater

shoreline, more state forest and more pleasure hoats than any

to-home honanza for

other state in the nation, providing a cl

‘travelers.

You can see it in full living colorona

‘state map — the Lower Peninsula,

* carved by glaciers during the Great fce
Age into the shape of a mitten, the Up-
per~ Peninsula stretched horizontally

1acrois its fingertips, both peninsulas

‘Tike islands in blue, blue water.

' THOSE GLACIERS dug out 3,100
les of shoreline, leaving Michigan to
e lapped by four of the five Great
fakes. The glaciers dug 10,080 lake
- pockets, shining blue and connected by
33,000 gleaming miles of rivers and
“streams. Fish-flashing streams,
- stocked by both nature and man.

 Water eventually colored Michigan

-green by creating forests and swamps
. where deer and partridge play games
<Jith bunters and waterfowl shoot
* kyward within the limits of metropoli-
»tan Detroit.

2 The Algonquin Indians called this

“Tand Michigamea, “land of great wa-
I ters." They were hunting, fishing, trap-
fgng and farming it when French fur
¢ fraders arrived in their canoes to do
7ihe same.
3>, The “great waters” brought miners,
+ fumberjacks and eventually ore boats;
rowadays, manufacturing is our first
Tndustry and outdoor recreation is sec-
ot

1" THE DEPARTMENT of Natural Re-
Sources (DNR) logically divides Michi-
jganiinto three zones: the Upper Penio-
sufa, the northern Lower Peninsula and
‘the southern Lower Peninsula (below
he Bay City-Muskegon line).

**Since three-quarters of our people
ve in the southeast corner of the state,

and our cities run in corridors west to
Lake Michigan and north to Saginaw
Bay, the south has extensive facilities
for urban recreation and for day
trippers. ) ’

Boat docks run like white picket
fences up shorelines on both sides of
the state.

Michigan presently registers more
than 600,000 boats, the highest in the
country. There are 525000 power
boats, 33,000 sailboats, 11,500 canoes
and 3,300 pontoon boats. Thirty percent
of the boating is on the Great Lakes
and 70 percent on inland lakes and
streams.

THE MICHIGAN Harbors Guide,
available from the DNR, list 65 protec-
tive barbors and public marinas fairly
evenly distributed along those 3,100
miles of Great Lakes shores.

With a few exceptions, boaters will
not be more than 15 shore miles from a
safe harbor anywhere in Michigan.

Dock space is allocated for the ex-
clusive use of transient boatmen, who
can normally stay up to seven days. It
is first-come first-served, with no res-
ervations.

Some 28 harbors have VHF FM radio
communications available at the dock.
The guide also lists public and private
pump-out facilities and nearly 200
commercial marinas available to the
public.

For camping, boating, fishing or
other outdoor recreation information,
contact the Information Center, De-
partment of Natural Resources, Mason
Building, Box 30028, Lansing, MI
48909.

Michigan presently registers more than 600,000 boats,
number in the country. There are 525,000 power boats, 33,000 sail-
boats, 11,500 cances and 3,300 pontoon boats. Thirty percent of the
boating is on the Great Lakes and 70 percent on inland lakes and
streams. The Boat L hing Directory, lable from the
DNR, lists 1,000 launching sites for people hauling boats to inland lakes
and streams in Michigan. Some ramps are within metro areas, and
some are up to 30 miles from the nearest town.
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3! HAVE BEEN researching outdoor recreation
in America, and rediscovering the treasures
of Michigan along the way. 1 wonder how
- many of you realize how rich we are in natu-
ral resources for camping, hiking, boating, fishing,
unting and winter sports. Maybe, like me, you

eed a little reminding.

< ourselves and our children.

%} THE GREATEST amount of preserved land is in
Thational forests — three of them. 1 am looking at a
- map in the “Atlas of Michigan,” a wonderful book
+put out by Michigan State University and Eerd-
“amans Press of Grand Rapids, and I can see national
XJorest green spreading all aver both peninsulas.
The Upper Peninsula is almost completely
ned by it, with more than 80 percent of the land
ublicly owned. The Hiawatha National Forest de-
““§eribes two vast green belts across the eastern end
f the peninsulas, touching lakes Superior, Huron

%and Michigan.

~

«century.
*= The third, the Huron-Manistee State Forest, is in
e northern Lower Peninsula. Together, the three
sprovide nearly three million acres of playground
* for cempers, hikers, fishermen, canoeists and win-
“Her sportsmen, to say nothing of preserving wildlife «

-for posterity.

““lower.

¢ How many of us have actually visited the calor-
"4l rock formations of Pietured Rock National Lak-
or stood on Isle Royale,
Sihere the national park holds trees in silent wilder-
L 50 miles offshore from the tiny Keweenaw

~gshore near Munising,

Reninsula?

2. More of us have been to Sleeping Bear Dunes
+National Lakeshore near Traverse City: in fact one

The most important thing I can say about recre-
<ational land in Michigan is that it is green, green,*
Z¥reen and we have been wise enough to save it for

‘The Ottawa National Forest, on Lake Superior to
the west, has wilderness river systems, 32 ‘water-

alls and a stretch of virgin land called the Sylvania
Tract. The tract was owned and held by wealthy
> Michiganians and thus delivered intact into the 20th

* IF THAT GIVES you a little prideful swell, read

n. You ain't heard the half of it. The second-largest
Tlandowner in the state is the National Park Service,
Iwith two parks in the UP and one in the northern

and we get a pat on the back
r preserving our public lands N5 ===
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our children.

The most important thing |
can say about recreational
land in Michigan is that it

is green, green, green and :
we have been wise enough
to save it for ourselves and
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The third-largest landholder, still national, is the
Fish and Wildlife Service, especially with Seney
National Wildlife Refuge in the UP, which lets you

lay and even hunt under certain circumstances.
The Southeast got in on that one, with the Shiawas-
see National Wildlife Refuge.

T'm only partway through the list, bul the pattern
should already be obvious. The UP has the most §
resources and the fewest people. The northern low-
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the highest

er peninsula has lots of resources and few people,

have a state system.

of a tributary stream.

WHAT 1 HAVE described so far is only national-
ly owned. Most recreation is actually done on local
public land, but that isn’t well documented, What is
documented is the state system — and do we ever.

Michigan, through the Department of Natural
Resources, administers more than 4.25 million
acres of forest, park and wildlife lands. About 3.75
million is state forest, the largest state-owned acre-
age in the United States.

We have nearly 100 state park and recreation
areas split between Great Lakes shorzs and inland
lakes, and a quarter of a million acres of state
game and wildlife areas, mostly in the south.

These are statistics, but more than that: The
smell of wood smoke between trees in a shaded
campground. Discovering & Kirkland Warbler in
the spring. Salling across a crystal lake. Stalking
bear In a huckleberry patch, with a camera or a
gun. Hooking a steelliead, rising silver and pink out

Anytlme you get depressed by unemployment,
welfare statistics or the economy, look north, look
on a map, see the riches you own on these two huge
peninsulas surrounded by water.

‘Hug yourself a little; you're rich.

and it's just close enough for the southern hordes to
reach in a day, so it is the playground of Michigan.
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Just 90 minutes away
on I-75 near Bay City
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ALL WEEKENDS INCLUDE: BREAKFAST. BRUNCH. LUNCH.
TWO DINNERS, COCKTAILS AND MORE.

For reservations or more information call Toll free in Mich: 1-800-292-5028
in Detroit cail 313/963-3242

Bay Valley Inn

2470 Oid Bridge Road

Bay City. MI 4870¢
517/080- 3500
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