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If court approves

By Mike Scanlon
- staff writer

assessments, and 18-5 to OK the repair plan itself.

Jurisdiction over the project will fall to the county
drain i

If everything goes according to plan, Pontiac
Lake will disappear sometime in October.

‘Temporarily.

The Oakland County Board of Commissioners
agreed last week a set up a $300,000 assessment
district to repair an earthen dam in a system of
seven Pontiac Lake dikes. The dike was found po-
teAnﬁally‘umale in a December engineering study.
Fmi approval of the project rests with circuit
coul

Fixing the dam will require “drawing down" the
lake nine feet to expose the dam. That engineering
study projects the required draw-down will cause
the man-made lake to cease to exist. The lake is
expected to re-fill during the spring thaw.

MEANWHILE, THE state Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) tentatively plans a $140,000
secondary project, including engineering on how
fast to let the water out, when to let it back in,
drilling a deep well to help refill the lake and some
clean-up work of the lake bottom.

e DNR project hinges on acquiring a federal
grant, but the 500 persons who own property ad~
joining the lake will have to pay the $300,000 dam
repair cost.

County commissioners clashed on whether they
should offer interest-free special assessment pay-
ments to those property owners.

County officials estimate the special assess-
ments, collected on top of property tax bills, will
boost those bills about 12 percent annually for sev-
€n consecutive years.

Breaking sharply along partisan lines, commis-
sioners finally voted 16-8 to approve interest-free

since the dam repairs will be
technically classified as efforts to guarantee the
lake level. A 1944 county order established the
level of Pontiac Lake at 962.83 feet above sea level.
Such “Take level” projects rest with drain commis-
sioners.

PONTIAC LAKE was created nearly 60 years
ago by a system of eight earthen dikes damming
the Huron River in a low area carved out by gla-
ciers, The dam was raised in height in 1957.

The engineering study found that the eighth dike
in the system was removed. But nobody knows
when it was removed or who did it.

The 1980 engineering study was a follow-up to a
1979 study that was part of a congressionally-or-
dered national survey of dam safety. .

The earlier survey discovered what were be-
lieved to be animal burrows in Dam No. 1. Howev-
er, the county’s own 1980 study by the engineering
firm of Halpert Associates determined the burrows
were likely the result of finer particles of soil
filtering out of the inside of the dam, a form of
erosion.

Engineers estimated that the impact of any dam
failure would be softened by the seven ather dikes
in the system, allowing time to alert downstream
homeowners and to close off nearby M-59 and Pon-
tiac Road, both of which would likely be flodded in
adam failure.

THE ENGINEERS recommended that the lake
level be lowered nine feet, to 953 féet above sea
level, and the top of the dam dug out to 965 feet
above sea level.

Doing that, the engineers conceded, will reduce

Lake to dry up while county fixés dike

the lake level almost to where it would fall natural-
ly. It means the lake will virtually disappear. Wide,
foul-smelling mudflats are likely to be exposed.
Lowering the level may also temporarily dry up a
number of shallow wells in the Huron River Valley
system. .

Engineers recommend the project be carried out
in winter, when they said demand for well water
will be less and ice on the exposed mudflats will cut
the smell.

In the repair itself, engineers recommended pea
gravel intended to aid drainage and inhibit internal
erosion be piled on top of the trimmed dam, fill dirt
added to recap the dam, the downstream face
bulldozed to a two-to-one.slope and the top of the
16-foot wide dam compacted a minimum of 10
times. .

‘The upstream slope of the dam needs protection
against erosion by waves, the engineers found.
Their recommended solution was the addition of
“rip rap,” an assortment of gravel and broken con-
crete to stop the waves from striking the dirt. Mi-
nor cracks in the concrete spillways of the dam will
also be repaired.

Pontiac Lake is a noted bass fishing site, and
DNR officials believe the project will benefit the
lake's fishery.

“By drawing the lake down we're probably going
to selectively remove the stunted fish,” said Al
Massey, in charge of DNR inland lake manage-
‘ment. “(The lake) does have a good bass fishery, but
it also has some stunted biuegills. There was a de-
partment intention of doing a chemical removal of
stunted fish this summer anyway."

Massey said an aeration device will be installed
in a deep basin where valuable gamefish are most
likely to congregate while the lake level is reduced.
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plus a FREE gift.

Come to Standard
Federal Savings for
Interest on Checking,

If you've put off opening a new interest-eaming checling
account. now's the time to open one. Because right now,
when you open a new Standard Federol checking account
with $500.00 or more. you'l get the double advantage of
5114% interest. plus a free gift!

Standard Federal checking accounts
earn the highest interest allowed
by law.

These occounts eam

for an effective anncal

yiekd of 5.467%.

You may open an account in any amount. However. with

o minimum balance of $500.00. OR an averoge daily

balance of $1,000.00. you may write all the checks you

wish, with no monthly service charge. (A $5.00 monthly
fee is assessed if you go below the minimum or average
requirements).

1. Each month you'll receive a detailed statement of your
account which lists your checlss in numerical order, your
deposits, any service charges assessed and the interest
earned during the stotement period.

FREE

(0)5A

H
EVERY WEDNESDAY

To the Music of the Big Bandis
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
No Admission Charge
Proper affire - Jackets required

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

"Regularly $193.00 each
SPECIALLY PRICED *

VERSATILE BENCHES IN YOUR
CHOICE OF FINE QUALITY VELVETS

Pertect for your hallway, liviag room, den, bath or bedroom, The button-
tutted, cushioned seat is extremely comfortable and is expertly upholstered
in beautiful velvet In your cholce of colors fram our stock. We hava 114
benches In stack for you to select from and take with you immediately.

Dearborn 2V My
Bloomticld Hills 3
Rochester 1S Rouhe

ong Lok R 642
1 Winchester Mall #3230

sal in U~ outsonsement diarge, Visa or MasterCard

N

Personalized checks are printed free of charge if you
choose not to have your chedls returned with your
monthly statement. There will be a charge for printing
personalized checls if you wish to have your checks
returned to you. With either option. you may select

a style that provides a carbon copy of each check for
your records.

3. A permanent record of each check will be kept by
Standard Federal Savings. If you need a copy for any
reason. microfilm copies of as many as 25 checks per
year (or all checlss relating to an RS audin) will be pro-
vided at no charge.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS 62 YEARS OF AGE

AND OLDER:

Customers 62 years of age ond older who have direct
deposit of social security or other retirement checks into
any Standard Federol Sovings account will pay no monthiy
service charge on their checking accounts.

Choose o FREE glft when you open a new
Standard Federal checling account with $500.00 or more.
Take your choice of
a handsorne chrome
pen and pencil set,
beautifully packaged for
gift giving: or a pocket-
size calculator with
handy carrying case.
Gifts are imited 10 news chectung accounts opened with $500 00 or
mare. Regulonons resinct the nurmber of gifts o one per account and
1o individuol moy receve more than one git No gifis are dliowed for
funds transterred from one Stendard Federal Sovings account to endth:
er. Gifts cannat be mailed This offer good for o imited tme only

SLIC
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when you open a new checking account with *500.00 or more.

AT STANDARD FEDERAL SAVING

Farmington Hills:

2630 Jacksan Ave. at Maple
Belleville:

186 Main at Second
BirmIngham:

99 West Maple at Pierce
3700 West Maple at Lahser
31040 Lahser at 13 Mile

* Bloomfield Hills:
825 W. Lang Lake near Telegraph
Brighton:
8516 E. Grand River ncar Challis
Canton Township:
44101 Ford R. near Sheldon

3201 Eispnhower Pkwyy. ai Packard

50 West Big Beaver near Woodward

SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN Cenler Ling:
FFICES 25001 Van Dyke at 10 Mite
Ann Arbor: Desrbomn:

400 Town Cealer Or. inthe
Financial Plaza

Datralt:

405 Griswold at Jefferson
Detroit—East: .

14628 E. Jefferson at Manistique
16530 E. Warsen near Outer Dsive
11511 Kelly at Whittier
Detrail—Wes!:

17540 Grand River near Southiield
25712 Grand River near Beech Daly
14221 Greentield near Grand River
10641 Joy at Manor

24224 Joy near Telegraph

16841 Schaefer near McNichots

35410 Grand River at Orake
25350 Middlebelt al 11 Mile
32920 W. 13 Mile at Farmington
Garden Clly:

5811 Middlebelt near Ford R
Grosse Polnts Woods:

19700 Mack Ave. near Cook

tivonia:

17230 Farmington near 6 Mile
Madison Helghts:

55W. 12 Mile at John R

vi:
43500 Wes! Oaks Dr. near 196
Plymouth Township:

40909 Ann Arbor Rd. at Haggedy
Rochester.

1310 Rochester near Avon

1406 N. Woodward near 12 Mile
St Clair Shores:

25515 Harper near 10 Mile.
Shelby Township:

4660 24 Mile near Shelby
Southk.eld:

29405 Greentield near 12 Mite
25123 Seuthfield near 10 Mile
Southgate:

13763 Northline near Dix Rd.
Stetling Heights:

36909 Schoenhetr at Melro Phwy.
44100 Schoenher: at Lakeside Mal)

Taylor:
10700 Petham a1 Alien Rd

940 E. Long Lake at Rochester
Van Buren Township:

2069 Rawsonwille near 194
Warren:

3900 E. 14 Mile near Ryan
38700 Schoenherr near 13 Mile
Waterford Township:

5519 Dixie at Cambrook

ayne:
35150 Michigan at Wayne
West Bloomfield Township:
6120 W. Maple at Farmington
Westland:
7957 N. Wayne

a1 Nankin Bivd, NAY.

Roseville: Troy: © 3155 Wayne near Cherry Hill
20695 12 Mile near Little Mach 2401 W, Big Beaver - Main Office  Ypsilanti:
Royal Ozk: 2699 W. Big Beaver near Coolidge 123 W. Michigan at \Washington

SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN
OFFICES

Berrien Springs:

tars ang Cass Streets
Edwardsburg:

Gateviay Shopping Center

Nilos: .

333 North Secong

1706 Oak Street

US. Hhghway 33 and Bertrand R
St. Joseph:

Cleveland Ave. and Hifltop R
Three Oaks:

11 Eas! Linden Street




