Cites funding crisis

Road board backs gas tax hike

The three-member Oakland County
Road Commission is supporting in con-
cept a package of proposed state legis-
lation that seeks to provide relief from
the “erisis in road funding.”

The “Transportation Package” of
four bills is based of recommendations
made by a coalition that included lead-
ership of the County Road Association
of Michigan (CRAM), the Michigan
Transit Association (MTA) and the
Michigan Municipa! League (MML).

Key features of the package would:

® Index the fuel tax to the whole-
sale price.

@ Set a single licensing fee for all
passenger vehicles.

@ Increase truck licensing fees by
30 percent.

® Assign more of the existing state
sales tax revenue to public transit.

Since 1979, the state-collected tax on
gasoline at the pump has been 11 cents
per gallon. Revenues from that tax
have been declining because fewer gal-
lons have been sold as the pump price
has risen.

‘The indexing proposal would change
the fuel tax to 11 percent of the whole-
sale price, while retaining an 11-cents-
per-gallon flopr (11/11).

As introduced (11/11) in the trans-
portation package, the tax would re-
main the same as at present when the
wholesale price is $1 per galion or less
but increases proportionately when the
wholesale price goes above $1 per gal-
lon. At the time the proposal was intro-
duced, gasoline selling for $1.35 per
gallon had a wholesale price of $1.05 —
or the equivalent of 11.55 cents tax at
the proposed rate.

THE OAKLAND County Road Com-

missioners’ supporting resolution,
adopted unanimously, called for an
1amendment to substitute a 15-cents-
per-gallon floor (11/15). They noted
that an 11-cents-per-gatlon floor would
not guarantee revenue increases neces-
sary to keep pace with cost increases.
Chairmand Fred D. Houghten of Ro-
chester, who is also chairman of the
CRAM Policy Committee, said, “We
are supporting the package as part of a
broad-based coalition of township, city,
village and county officials who see the
need for immediate relief — for Oak-

land County roads and for streets, .

roads and highways statewide.

“Without vastly improved revenues,
we will be forced to cut staff by one-
fifth in the 1981-84 period, which will
surely reduce our ability to meet the
public’s expectations. Several road
commissions in this state have already
been forced to drastically curtail ser-
vices, some by completely shutting
down.

“Based on the current price of gaso-
line and the current consumption, the
proposal at 11-11 would mean about §2
million of additional revenue annually
for the Oakland County road system.

“That is far short of the approxi-
mately $7 million annually needed to
keep pace with the full impact of infla-
tion on costs. More than $2 million an-
aually will be required to avoid cutting
back road improvements and mainte-
nance.”

RICHARD V. VOGT, vice chairman
of the board of Oakland County Road
Commissioners, said that unless the
floor is set at 15 cents per gallon “we
may have to go back to the legislature
to go over the whole thing again just to

EMU summer enrollment drops

Summer term enrollment at Eastern
Michigan University totaled 5,612 stu-
dents, a decrease of 5 percent, or 296
students, from the 1980 summer term
enrollment figure of 5,908 students.

‘The summer term headcount includ-
ed 573 freshmen and sophomores, 2,180
juniors and seniors, and 643 special stu-
dents. In addition, 2,216 graduate stu-
dents are registered for the summer
term.

In-person registration and program
adjustment for the fall term at EMU
currently is in progress at the Universi-
ty Registration Office in Briggs Hall.
‘The Registration Office is open from 9
am. to noon and from 1 to 5 p.m on
Monday. Tuesday through Friday, the
office is open from 8 a.m to noon and
from 1tp5 p.m:

Fall semester classes at EMU begin
Tuesday Sept. 8.

get enough money to do what the peo-
ple expec! the package to do in the first
place.”

John R. Gnau Jr., the third road com-
missioner, said, “We're in favor of
more money for roads, period. If our
amendment flies, that will be accom-
plished.”

Houghten added, “It is the judgment
of many who have been long involved
in the legislative process for road fund-
ing that Rep: (Mary) Brown's “Trans-
portation Package’ is the best that can
be hoped for at this time.

“Public officials, including our-
selves, are very censcious of the pub-
lic's concern about rising taxes and
other cost increases in general. It may
be too much to expect that such con-
cerns could be separated from the need
for adequate funding to have safe and
convenient streets, roads and high-
ways,” he said.

THE ROAD commissioners raolu
tion also called for an

of the gas and weight tax revenue. The
board asked the legislature to restore
to 37 percent the share devoted to
county roads statewide. Since 1973, the
legislative formula changes have re-
duced the share for county roads to
34.3 percent.

Under the proposal, passenger vehi-
cle registration fees currently begin at
a minimum of $20 per vehicle, go to
$26 for the typical full-sized care (4,000
pounds), and on up as vehicle weight
goes up. The proposal would set a flat
rate of $28 per passenger vehicle.

Truck licensing fees would remain
graduated according to truck weight,
but would be increased 30 percent.

Public transit's share of current rev-
enue from sales taxes on the automo-
tive group (new and used vehicles,
parts, accessories) would be increased
in stages. The legislature may appro-
priate up to 25 percent of automotive
group sales tax revenue to transit, but

the “internal” formula for dnslnbuhnn

thus far has only about one-
fourth that amount.
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Don’t Lose
the real value of your

Antiques

In case of fire or theft, your valuables won't
be covered unless they are itemized, ap-
praised and in the fiands of your insurance
carrier.

~For only $5 per item, no limit, you can be
sure. Have your antiques appraised by a
member of the Antiques Appranse.s Associ-
ation. All appraisals in writin
For brochur detailig procedure, call o
write

Antique Appraisals, Ltd.

APERAIS,,
L

o w0 Mile
Suite122 &
Southfield 48075 £

SUMMER CLEARANCE

30%-:
PATIO FURNITURE

in stock
Complete selection of

GIFT ITEMS 20% OFF

Lucite, Crystal, Brass,
Lamps & Accessories

Sicttin® Pretty

27030 Evergreen

11 Mile at Evergreen « 552-8850
Daily 10-5:30, Thurs. *til 8, Closed Sun.

We can’t afford
lo waste it.

open Mon.. Thurs.. Fri 't 9

Look again.

ON SALE NOW

65 e
Cristallerie Zwiesel Crystal

Salad Bowls

These attractive Crystal Bowls . . . availablein FOUR
Sizes . . . make great summer gifts for all occasions,
Hand-made in the town of Zwiesel, nested deeplyin
the Bavarian woods, the home to glassblowers for
centuries. The skifled craftsmen in the area pass the art
of glass blowing from generation (ogensmnon Tilya
atour

el
Summer Sale Prices! 8" Salad Bowl, SALE
$15...4%",6" and 7" Individual Crystal Servers,
SALE $310$13 each.

‘ sursserce
MASYERCARD
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<I4AIL ORDERS.
4 *PUONE ORDERS

4080 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills « 644-7370

CHEERS!

FOR
BLOOMFIELD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

Opening September. 1981, An independent
school tor girls. grades 5-12. Bloomfield Univer-
sity: School ofters an outstanding educational
experience to girls with the capability to benefit-
from the superb college preparatory program.

LOCATED AT 3003 W. MAPLE IN BIRMINGHAM.
LIMITED ENROLLMENT. FOR INFORMATION.
CALL 644-6644

Twice as nice..
our new split-skirt
jumpers for girls

Take note! You get the classic
look of @ skirt, plus the
freedom of pants in one
great plaid jumper. What
better solution for your busy
back-to-school schedule!
Choose from a collection of
warm fall plaids in easy-care
polyester/cotton. Shown:
shirred yoke jumper with
elasticized waist and leather-
look belt. Girls’ 4 to 6x, $20;
and Girls" 7 o 14, 522.

e




