TRA,_extended benefits trimmed

Reagan budget cuts jobless aid

Extended jobless benefits for nearly

* 50,000 unemployed workers in the state

; should end within the next few weeks

" after federal changes signed into law

* last week by President Ronald Reagan
go into effect.

Michigan Employment Security

+ Commission (MESC) Director S. Martin

Taylor said the changes, contained in
- the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Bill
of 1981, affect not only the Extended
Benefits (EB) program, but also signifi-
cantly alter unemployment benefits for
Cmilitary personnel and the Trade
djustment Allowance (TRA) pro-
am.
he EB program pays jobless work-
up to 13 weeks of additional unem-
lgyment benefits beyond the 26 weeks
-payable through the regular state pro-
gram. When combined, the two pro-
-grams pay a maximum of 39 weeks of
“JotJess benefits.
~-~The EB program is patd for equally
-by state and federal taxes and goes into
l during periods of high unemploy-

Ihe recent federal changes have al-
d the formula used to trigger the
“EB’ program, Taylor said. No longer
‘yill the number of current EB claim-
nts be used as part of the formula.
“The formula change will now only
consider claimants receiving regular
state benefits,” Taylor said. “Conse-
.quently, future EB programs will re-
main in effect for shorter periods of
+time.”

- The new formula took effect this
"week, and Taylor expects that, based
.on current unemployment claims
Joads, the MESC will stop paying EB
after Sept. 12.

..Michigan's current EB program be-
‘gan_in October 1979 and has paid out
more than $245 million May. By the
‘end of July, 48,500 jobless workers
Sere receiving EB in the state at a

To be certified for TRA, workers will
have to demonstrate that imported
products have been the substantial
cause of their unemployment. The
current requirements state that imports
must ‘contribute importantly’ to the
workers’ unemployment.

within 210 days after their plant is cer-
tified for TRA or their most recent sep-
aration. .

® Benefits for those who seek and
accept work outside their local areas
have been improved. Workers could be
reimbursed for up to 90 percent of
their job-search expenses, to a maxi-
mum of $600. Current levels are 80
percent and $500. Workers who move
to accept a job offer will be eligible for
a relocation allowance of 90 percent of
their moving expenses, plus a lump-
sum

weekly rate of approximately $6 mil-
lion.

The budget bill also made several
changes to the federal Trade Act of
1974, Taylor said. The Trade Act pro-
vides benefits to workers who lose their
jobs or have their hours reduced be-
cause of foreign imports.

Tn the future to become certified for
TRA, workers will have to demonstrate
that imported products have been the
substantial cause of their unemploy-
ment. The curreat requirements state
that imports must “contribute impor-
tantly" to the workers' unemployment.

“Contribute importantly” means the
cause was important but not necessari-
ly more important than any other
cause. The new requirement takes ef-
fect in six months.

The following changes to the TRA
program become effective Oct. 1.2

@ A worker will have to exhaust his
or her regular state unemployment
benefits and extended benefits before
receiving TRA. Currently, workers can
receive TRA for the same weeks they
are entitled to regular state benefits
and EB, but these benefits are deduct-
ed from their TRA.

@ The new TRA benefits amount

will be the same as the worker’s regu- -
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lar state weekly benefit, reduced by
any training allowance and by any in-
come deductible from regular benefits
under state law. TRA now pays up to
70 percent of an individual's average
weekly wage, or a maximum of $289
per week, The new TRA weekly
amount cannot exceed $182, the maxi-
mum amount allowable for the regular
state program.

® TRA benefits when combined
with a worker's regular state benefits
and EB will not exceed 52 weeks.
Workers can now receive 52 weeks of
‘TRA benefits in addition to a possible
39 weeks of regular benefits and EB.

o TRA will not be paid for any week
occuring more than 52 weeks after
workers exhaust their regular state
benefits. Workers can now receive
‘TRA benefits for eligible weeks falling
within two years of their layoffs.

@ The changes eliminate the 26 ad-
ditional weeks of TRA-for workers 60
years or older. However, the 2§-week
extension for workers who are in ap-
proved training programs continues.
Workers must apply for the training

ards are 80 percent and $500.

From October 1979 through Aug. 8,
1981, the MESC has paid nearly $1.1
billion in TRA benefits to 296,000 eligi-
ble workers in the state. In June, the
TRA claims load was 36,000, with $18
‘million in benefits being paid.

The federal changes will eliminate
unemployment compensation for newly
discharged veterans, Taylor said.

The new law denies unemployment
compensation for ex-service personnel
(UCX) to those who voluntarily leave
the military, including those who fail to
re-enlist when eligible to do so, and to
those who leave the service with less
than honorable discharges.

The law applies to those who have
left the service since July 1, 1981, and
receive unemployment benefits based

-on their military service.

The number of UCX claims is nor-
mally small, Taylor said. In June, for
example, the MESC made 367 first
payments to new UCX claimants and
paid benefits to approximately 2,130
ongoing UCX claimants. For the
‘month, MESC paid out almost $1.1 mil-
lion in UCX benefits.

Vanity

Vanity license plates for cars show
that motorists continue to enjoy their
vehicles, says the Automotive Informa-
tion Council (AIC).

In the job category, it's not difficult

to guess the professions of DOC, LAW,
DO HAIR, COACH, PULLEM, TEACH,
NEWS, 1 INSURE, CPA.

Religious affiliation and beliefs
receive attention with BAPTIST,
GODSMAN, IM SAVED, HEAVEN,
SEEK GOD, and PRAY.

From HI YAWL
o UBUGME

Love isn't forgotten in the tag slo-
gans with LOVE, LUV, ILUVU, LUV-
v2.

But at the other end of the sentiment
scale comes NUTS 2U, NUTS 2U2,
UBUGME, GET LOST.

Some give warnings to other motor-
ists: SLODOWN, TOO FAST,
UR2NEAR, DONT HIT, while others —
such as VROOM, SPEED — seem to
provide a warning of macho.

of $600. Current stand-
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LEARN HOW TO
SAVE A LIFE!

As a community service, Botsford General Hospital will be
offering a tree training program for area citizens in cardiopulmo-
nary resusitation (CPR). The ultimate purpose is to enable
citizens to perform CPR for heart attack victims until emergency
medical personne! arrive. Certified instructors will teach the
course.

The one-session, 3-hour “Heart Saver” course will be offered the
first Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in classroom 203 on
the second floor of the professional building which is located in
front of the hospital.

To pre-register (required), please call the Department of Health
Promotion and Development at 476-1927 or 476-7600 Ext. 221
or 222 on Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 56:00 p.m.
Class size is limited, so please register early. Botsford General
Hospital is located at 28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington
Hills 48024 {North of 8 Mile Rd.. behind the Botsford Inn).
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COMFORTABLE CONTEMPORARY AT 20% OFF!
THE ENTIRE DREXEL “CONTEMPORARY CLASSICS"
UPHOLSTERY COLLECTION-STOCK OR CUSTOM ORDER!
Cushiony feel. Lasting craftsmanship. Smartly tailored custom upholstery

from a vast selection of 300 tabrics as up-to-date as your lifestyle. All
qualities uncommon to the geometric look you love. But, qualities
common to Drexel's “Contemporary Classics™. All at reduced prices only
until Aug. 30th!

> Ray Interiors s
' < € o |
SPECIAL! %, Ray Interiors. ik
i i n EHIII’\ 5
k yDearsvang:?s"g:Ifor H "‘ Michigan’s furst Drexel Heritage Ny ston > i

o i

050, ’ 5[ Nine Mile Rd. aymout

s Open Tues.. Wed.. Sat. 8:30-5:30.

EARMINGTON Mon.. Thurs.. Fri_, 9:30-9:00 ANN ARBOR
3 year vaccination for p 33300 Siocum Dr. OPEN SUNDAYS 12-4 3601 Plymouth Road.
Dogs only nexttothe Post Office /N ANN ARBOR ONLY!  across from the Marsiott
] 761212 o8

SALE!

THOUSANDS OF YARDS

]
(corner of 9 Mile - Telagraph)
Phone: 352-4560

AquaCover- Solar Blanket

© Cuts heating costs 70% or more © Ralses pool water temperature 10°F or
mors [n ssason © Reduces water evaporation to conserve water, chumicals and
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over 30 great patterns and colors...
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