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By Philip H. Power

“Why can't my kid pray in
the schools?”

Remember when that was one
of the hottest topics going. just
after the Supreme Court laid
down the school prayer decision
some years ago?

There was a lot of criticism of
the Court then, and lots of people
said it was anti-retigion.
Gradually. however. tempers
cooled down and people realized
that the separation of church and
state that the Supreme Court
wanted was fundamentally a good
thing in our pluralist American
society.

ALL THIS CAME to mind
over the weekend. when I at-
tended a National Newspaper
Association convention in Wash-
ington, D. C.. which was briefed
by Associate Supreme Court Jus-
tice William O. Douglas.

Now one of the senior Jus-
tices. Douglas is a White-haired
man in his 70s. with a face
seamed with the lines of amuse-
ment and hard thought. He com-
bined a gentle humanity with a
breadth of vision and concern
that left his audience—a pretty
skeptical group of newspaper
publishers—deeply impressed.

One publisher asked him a
question: “How come my chil-
dren can't pray in our schools?”’
It was pointed and direct. and it
expressed some of the worries
that must have concerned parents
in this area.

Douglas answered:

“In most communities. the

school boards control schuo[ pol-
icy. Often, lhls included Just what
prayer pohcy was to be in the
school.
*'Now, lm a Presbylerlan if
we Presbyterians got col ntrol of
‘the school board. we'd have Pres-
bytenan prayers.
*If the Catholics got control of
_the board. we might have Catho-
lic-prayers. If the Methodists did.
we might have Methodist pray-
€ers.

“If the

ews got control. we
might have Jewish prayers. And
if the Most id—r b

there are 26 mosques in th

s coun-
try—we might have Moslem
prayers. }

“Now I've been in Moslem
schools. Anh they have prayers
there. Thcyrread the first verse
of the Koran. And you knuw what
that says? It pledges every Mos-
lem believer to go out and kill all
the infidels dle all non-Maslems).

“Now it seems to me that
that's a heck of a way to start the
school day th a prayer!”

The audience gave Jusnce
Douglas a standmg ovauoT

WHAT DOUGLAS was getting
at, of course is that in Amenca
we have a melung pot of all kinds
of various rellgmns If we sfart
linking the: state (thro gh the
school boards) with religion (ie.
school prayers). someone is
bound to have his religious beliefs
offended.

School authorities in this area

-report that most parems have
accepted this point of view.

Is College Board

Overstepping Powers ?

The elected trustees,of School-
craft Community College can't
seem to follow basic concepts of
management and are dangerously
close to aborting evervthing thus
far created at that “commuter
school.”

The board of trustees presently
serving will be expected to dis-
charge the responsibilities of
nearly $5 million of taxpayer
money next year.

Yet. as a group. the board can-
not yet properly handle its own
regular monthly business meet-

ngs.

ONE REASON is that as yet
the board. again -'as a group.
does not seem to realize just why
it hired professional administra-
tive personnel: a president. a
vice president for business af-
fairs, a dean of instruction. etc.

Some individual members do
seem to understand that the basic
operating function of an elected
board is to set policy and the
basic function of administrators
is to recommend and carry out
board policy. These. however,
are also remiss in that they don’t

impress their fellow board mem-
bers with this fact. |
Others seem more bent on
administering their own pet ideas
-- before even seeking g concen-
sus of their fellow board mem-
bers.
While paying professional, and
apparently qualified, administra-
tors in the neighborhood pf $20,000
annually to do a job, these board
members constantly and consist-
ently insist upon questipning ev-
ery thought that goes| into an
administrative decision,| and sug-
gesting new ones.
ONE ADMINISTRATOR sug-
gested at last month's board
meeting that it would help if the
trustees would set somg policies
by which the administration could
gauge the desires of the|board.
. .

.

MUST COME first in
the order [of priorities. (The trus-
tees must iset the policy] Until the
board does this, it canrot expect
the administration to|
properly.

POLICL
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Southfield Superintendent of
Schools John English says that
*‘once the Supreme|Court speaks,
people are pretty| reluctant to
speak out against it. There may
be some who felt the decision was
not correct, but by and large
most people in our pluralistic so-
ciety understand the prablem§

regarding school prayers '
‘ A i

Plymauth Superintendent
Jdmes Rossman reports no diffi-
culty. “We've had np problems. I
have had no i on the

coéperatl‘ve in sending speakers
over to help us out.”.

Rol'and Upton, Livonia’s Su--

policy of separation of church and
state since I came to Plymouth.

“We talk about religions—all

of them—in the schools, and the
members of the Plymouth Minis-
terial Association have been very

15 NOT ONE OF THE 3 'R5’

RELIGION

-]

DAN J. GILMARTIN WRITES

per t. reports that he has
received: only one complaint
since assuming his post.

The niard's policy is that of
separation of church and state.”
Upton said. “We teach honor for
flag and country and respect for
all ‘rellglons‘ in the schools, and [
think the parem.s understand it
very well.” !

lSUSP CT Uptun is right.

Although.many parents may
have been’ startled and upset
when the! Court ruled on school
prayers. lh vast majarity seem
to have an:cepted the verdict:in a

sensible \Tay

People seem to undersland
that we live in an open society,
where each\persnn s freedom of
religious chpice is guaranteed by
the state's separation from re-
ligion. You can’t teach respect for
another man'’s religious beliefs by
cramming them down someone
else’s throat—in school or any-
where else.

The schools in this area ap-
pear to have taken a senslble and

View points expressedin DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect those of

Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on a
public issue is a prerequisite to
understanding and progress.

By GLENN R. CLAWSON
PRlymouth Township

Do you know the assessed
valuation of your property (land
and building)? I am sure that
most of you do not. In fact,
many of you do not know the
exact amount of your 1969 real
estate taxes.

People, let's get interested!
Visit the township hall. The peo-
ple there will be happy to assist
you in finding this information
Browse' through the tax roll
books - this is public informa-
tion - and you will be astounded
when you compare the assessed
valuation with other similar
homes in other areas in Plym-
outh Townshlp

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP
nroperty will be reassessed in
1970 in jaccordance with Public
Act 276 of 1969.

“Sec. 27. The words ‘cash
value,” | whenever used in this
act, shall be held to mean the

. usual sélling price at the place
where the property to which the
term is applied shali be at the
time of assessment, being the
price which could be obtained
therefore at private sale, and
not at forced auction sale.

“‘Any; sale or other disposition
by the state or any agency or
political subdivision thereof
heretofore or hereafter made of
lands acquired for delinquent
taxes or any appraisal made in
gonnectlon therewith shall not

d

r course in

ing the Court's ruling. And most
parents appear to have accepted
it.

That's something that's going
right. And in a time of turmoil

and strife, it's good to realize that -

there are some things which are
going well.

Lenore Best Forget Vietnam

When Eisenhower announced
that ‘‘he’d go to Korea,” it
wasn't considered such an out-
landish political ploy, although for
a time many wondered how they
would get that private railroad
car aboard a C-54.

However, if this corner were
adyising Mrs. Lenore Romney
she'd be told to try Majorca, Val-
larta or Capri. Vietnam isn’t ex-
actly the Yacht Club.

And whoever is paying for the
trip, be it the Republican Na-
tional Committee or her husband.
should first consult either an
astrologer ot an analyst.

.o x

MRS. ROMNEY'’S declaration -

to;“go to Vietnam” is just about
the poorest piece of advice that

© could be offered to the lady. And

function *

- ph umbmg

" ment faucet,”

* faucet?

whenishe compounds the flap with

! the statement that ‘‘she wants to

reassess” .the situation, there’ll
be alot of; credibility to be un-
gapped. . ;

Mrs Romney has also hinted
that she knows “‘miore about Viet-
nam than many other people do."
Considering what happened when
(ieorge made the itrip. she must
be: referring to the laundry. They
both knnw where that is.

And when Mrs,|

Romney hints
pne speculates
talking about
whethier or nux the Iannd;y people
are using enzyme~ in the washer
in which they handle cerchrums
and cerebeliums, :

[
There's no way the nation’s
editorialists are gaing to lel Mrs,
Romney forget that George had
his btain washed [during a pre:
vious Lrip.

*

*

BRINGING UP PAST dlsasters
can bé two-prongell. There was a
time some years [ago when- this
~writer wanted tg impress the
famlly with his knowledge jabout

"l‘m going tof fix the base-
he declared. *
|“What do youLknuw about a
" he was asked

*I'll talk to a plumber and find

ut.” he answered.

The outcome was predictable.
The downstairs looked like Niag-
ara Falls after the self-styled
“Mr. Fixit” had a go at the
valves and pipes.

But somehow. you always
want to recoup your losses. par-
ticularly if you have suffered
painfully at the hands of not only
your immediate family but rela-
tives and neighbors as well. /

You guessed it. The basement
faucet went on the fritz again.

“I'm going back to the base-
ment,” was the declaration.

“You blew it last time.” I was
told. “‘Keep the hell away from
the basement.”

- I was brainwashed.”
“Brainwashed?"
“Yes. the plumber gave me

some poor advice, which [ a
trusting soul, bought hook. line
and sinker."" I retaliated.

“I'm warning you.” the wife

I-said.

ture to high ground.

said. “Keep the’ hell out of the
basement

"1 MERELY \VANT to reas-
sess the situatian.| I said.
know more about, leaky fauce!s
than I'm given credit for.”

"1 don't” think the neighbors
will buy it if the basement. pours
out onto the -lawnj again.” she
said.
“It'll never happen.
ered. !
“T'll give 'you one last
chance.” the wife |said. ~"Leave
the basement alone We'll call a
plumber this time. "’

“It's :too late,”
“I've already given a statement
to the neighbors telling them I'm
gomg to fix the faucet.”

“That does it.”" she said. And
began to leave the room.

“Where are you going?” I
asked.

“I'm moving all the furni-
* she told me.

1 count-

I told her.

ed as controlling
evidence of true cash value for
assessment purposes...

“'Notwithstanding any other
provisions of law. except as
hereinafter provided. property
shall be assessed at 50% of its
true cash value in accordance
with article 9. section 3 of the
constitution.”

..

IS YOUR PROPERTY as-
'sessed: at 50% of its “true cash
value” (today's market price)?
If it is, your,tax bill would have
read as follows (based on $47.84
per $1.000 valuation, the millage
on which the 1969 taxes were

figured): I

VALUE OF HOME TAXES

$25,000 $598.00
30,000 717.60
35,000 837.20
40.000 956.70
45,000 1.076.40
50.000 1.196.00
55,000 1.315.60
60.000 1.435.20

Does this shock you? It
should!

If homes were in fact equally

assessed according to law.
Plymouth schools and Plymouth
Township would have more than
enough money to operate with-
out asking for additional mil-
lage. -
On April 6. Plymouth schools
are askmg you for the renewal
of expiring millage and addi-
tional millage to provide for a
quality education for our child-
ren. I personally do not feel ad-
ditional millage is the answer
nor will it be necessary when
everyone pays his fair share of
the real estate taxes.

Do Sports Eridge Generation Gap?

A recent editorial on this page
made the claim that high school
athletics does more than anything
else to help bridge the generation
gap. The claim was followed by
an observance that the “hippie”
type student was notable by his
absence from athletic events.

* That notable absence. it
seems. is an indicalor that high
school athlelics can do very little
10 help bridge the -generation gap.
It seems to me that high school
athletics fosters continuation of
that gap by excluding the element
many find it difficult to commu-
nicate with.

+ IN bALT ]usl the opposite
may be true. High school athlet-
fcs, instead of being a. magnet
drawing people together. is a
burner of our great melting pot to
make everyone come out all-
American boys. .
i Athletics encourages and
strengthens the position that to be

a tvpical America m boy we must
have blonde hair.| blue eves.
crew cut top, and be approxi-
maltely six feet and 180 Ibs. Con-
versely. the lnng-lhued type is
considered by some as un-Ameri-
can.

To be a nwmbcr of a football
team. the ¢ st exen-
plify this image. and ver,
(lhl(llO\ are pleased by a “hip-
pie”’ type member fn the team.

Thus: athleti
for further pola
student body
The conuhunic
wider. -

s e b

esponsible
on of the
community.
iofis gap grows

IT IS &TRANGI" that North
Farmingten lllgh School. for
example.,can [find énough faculty
members ' to provide a couc| hing
staff for footballl baskethall.
wrestling.; baseball | etc.. but can-
not find one IaLul y member to
sponsor al group of students op-

posed to the Vietnam War want-
ing to form a club.

Likewise. Livonia School Dis-
trict pours thousands of dollars
into its athletic program and has
actually outlawed student potiti-
cal groups in its schools. The par-
adox is striking.

The poml to be made is that
athletics is being used as a tool
by the establishment to mold the
type ui youth it thinks best for
society. If hlpplES are notable by
their absence, it is because they
do not wish to be cast into the

mold. :

’ Nuwt wrong with melting
pots. ’s a little too much to
acclaim high school athletics as a
valuable tool in bridging the gen-
erdhun gap.

It is a tool of the establish-
ment to continue the attributes of
its generation and does nothing to
foster communication between
the majority and minority groups
in.the high schools.



