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Period Pieces On Local Stages?

8y SUE SHAUGHNESSY

Can early American drama
be adapted for community
theater?

‘That was the topic of a con-
versation with Dr. Joseph N.
French, manager of theater
arts for the Henry Ford Mu-
seum and Greenfield Village. |

.

FRENCH IS the man behind
each summer’s American
Drama Festival in the theater
of the Henry Ford Museum.
He has also directed children’s
productions for the Livonia-
Redford Theatre Guild.

The summer festival started
in 1964 with a two-play reper-
tory and a four-week run.
When the 1970 festival opens
July 3, there will be four plays
in the repertory. and the run is
slightly more than 10 weeks.

Included on next summer’s
bill will be a repeat of last
year's production of “China-
town," the first American

musical, comedy: another pro-
duction of the [amme

~Qur

* a new play in me compa-
nys repertory, and a fourth
play which still must be cho-
sen.

Requirements are that a
play must be American and
must have been written before
1907, .

CAN ANYONE afford to

DR. JOSEPH N. FRENCH

produce earty American
drama or is a subsidized form
of theater ~ such as the Green-
fietd Village project -- re-
quired?

“We haven’t shown a profit
any season,” French admits,
“but each year we come
closer and closer to the goal.
As we build our audience [ am
certain that the festival will be
self-supporting.”

Three-quarters of the festi-
val budget is used to pay the
actors who are members of the
Festival Company..The re-
mainder goes for promotion.
sets, costumes and ticket and
program printing costs.

Who makes up the festival
audiences?
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OF WONDERLAND CENTER

invites you and your family

WEDNESDAY and

CHICKEN DINNER

Vegetable or Potato, Salad
or Dessert, Roll

Children under 10

THURSDAY 4-8 p.m.

2

FRIDAY - All Day

FISH & CHIPS - i ce g

SATURDAY 4.9 SUNDAY - All Day

BROILED STRIP STEAK DINNER9
s

Potato, Salad, Roll and Butter ..... Ne

ABOVE A

PRICES o P TABLE
APPLY IN . SERVICE
CAFETERIA Vf %\ ond DINING

ONLY "7 ¢ r ROOM ALSO
Daily ﬁy =\ Sunday
11 9 Corner of Flymnulh and Mlddhblh Roads 127

“Our audiences come from
throughout the metropolitan
area and are not the dedicated
theatér goers,” French ex-
plained. “We produce family
shows, and this is something
that ah entire family can come
1o see at a reasonable cost.

“Oge thing that 1 have dis-
covered is that our audiences
tove Eentiment on the stage,
because the more sentiment
there is in a play, the better
the ajidience reaction.”

Last year tickets for the fes-
tival| were priced at $2 for
adulis and $1 for children un-
der 16, und that's an inexpen-
sive levening by loday’s stand-
ards}

l
\

Theatrical ventures at
Wzyne State  University
moved into a new area with
the opera workshop producllon
of D¢ mzem 's “Don Pasquale.”

The comic opera opened
Feb.|27 for a_three-weekend
run in WSU's Bonstelle Thea-
Detroit. It is the first
production at Wayne
963.

tre i
oper:
since|l
Director was Robert H.
Cowden of 35580 Oakdale
Drivé. Livonia. Cowden_is
izing a graduate opera
divisjon as a cooperative
venture between the WSU
musig and theater depart-
ments. .
The Feb. 23 issue of the
5 Wayne Report,” a newsletter
pubhqned by the WSU Univer-
sity Relations Department,
carries an interview with
Cowden and outlines the Li-
vonian's thoughts about the
similarity between opera and
the nfodern musical comedy.

HIS COMMENTS:

“The image that opera has
gotten over the last 50 years is
that jt is a sophisticated art
for those in the know from the
right| hackgmund and that sort
of thing.

“This isn't true of opera.
Oper in the 19th century and
the 18th century was the popu-
lar art form, the exciting thing
to do. And of course, there
were|no classics in those days.
Whes) someone wrole an opera
it was played for 20 perform-
ances or 30 or 40.

“Next season people said
‘Oh yes, we've already seen

+ that.|-Will you please compose
a new opera, We don't want
the dld one anymore; we want
sométhing new.’ And this kept
the form vialized.

"Today we enshrine certain
aperatic works as the ‘classics’

EE @

Hugh O'Gedrich presents. . .
6th Annual

Green Beer! Green Hats!
Green Tiaras! Shamrocks!

PARTY

Tuesday, March 17
A¥> CORN BEEF

& CABBAGE

1%

LUNCH

DINNER 150

BOWLER
surcEr 90 50°

urda
BUFFET
DANCING Ast Cnly 25
7 NIGHTS fgvﬁqm!f:zu aum.

| Beat the high cost of I
DINING OUT!I
with our continsous specials

LUNCH DINNER

70¢ *1°

Sunday Noon t3 4 pum.
Mon, - Thurs, 67 pum.

Monday and Tuesday
11 2.m. - 3 pm.

You Must Be 2] ===
for these extra specials. Children
served from our normal low menu
prices! Sarry no Letters or Coupons.
Not Vatid 6t Patrick’s Day

Always o Great Parly here!

Hugh Gedrich’'s FAMOUS

Lrones JEMNOUSE

GA 7-3380

31735 PLYMOUTH ROAD, Just west of bertiman

Singles
Fair Is
March 15

Another *‘Fair for Singles”
will be held Sunday, March 15,
in the Crystal Ballroom of
Detroit's Sheraton Cadillac
Hotel.

The fair, sponsored by the
T-Gambit singles group. fol-
lows events held last spring
and in December. Hours of the
fair are 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. with
admission tickets priced at $3.

Almost every imaginable
club, group and service de-
signed for singles will be rep-
resented in the exhibits.

Information about social
events and places in the met-
ropolitan area will be provided
along with the details about
apartment complexes, the
stock market, maid services
and civic affairs groups.

The 'Artisans” will provide
the music in the hotel's hall-
room as background for a
cocklail party sponsored as
part of the fair.

COULD A community thea-
ter group successfully - stage
early American drama?

1 think so,” says French
I gave a speech at this year s
Community Theater Associa-
tion of Michigan (CTAM) con-
vention on, this very topic.
Many people asked guestions,
but 1 haven't heard of any

group schedulmg an early

_drama.”

What makes early American
theater so adaptable?

“For oné thing. there is no
royalty cost for anything pub-
lished prior to 1907 and that is
a big item in community thea-

which must be repeated be-
cause they are the best
There's nothing wrong with a
certain amount of this, but |
think it snuffs out any 'desire
of the public to learn or any
desire of the composers to
write because the repertoire
becomes solidified.

“It becomes very narfow,

and after awhile, as has hap-
pened in this country, no one
will take the financial chance
of producing dnything new.

“f WOULD like not only to
produce things like ‘Don Pas-
quale,’ which is a marvelous
piece, but at the same time
encourage young people to
come up with new ideas, new

tock opera, jazz opera. any-
thing you want to call it, some-

approaches - folk opera or

ter budgets. Secondly there is
the audience factor. Commun-
ity theater groups want to in-
crease their audience, and the
family entertainment field is
wide open.”

REPRESENTATIVES of
two local community theater
organizations said that the idea
of producing an early Ameri-
can play was something that
should be considered.

Judy Pierson, president of
the Livonia-Redford Theatre
Guilg, says that there is a
question in her mind about
whether or not the guild mem-
bers would consider the pro-

Opera As Musical Comedy?

thing that has a new outlook or
understanding of life.

“I don't even really like to
talk about opera. I like to talk
about musica) theater. The
only problem is that in the
United States when you say
musical theater it means musi-

-cal comedy.

“But to me opera is musical
theater; it should have singing
actors in it

“To me the only distinction

| you can make between opera

Pianist Classes Set

Two Beethoven master

! classes for planists will

given by Dady Mehta, assist-
ant professor of music at East-
em Michigan University. A
master class is a format for
focusing musical growth with
emphasis on penetration and
projection of the scare.

The first series of classes,
for high school students, will
be held from 10 a.m. to noon
on four Saturdays, April 4, 11,
18 and 25 in Pease Auditorium.
The cost for the series is $20
for performers and $12 for aud-
itors. The session is limited to
10 performers.

For piano teachers and adv-

ject enough of a challenge to
read for parts.

“The audience might like
the sentiment in the plays, but
I don't know if the actors
would,” Mrs. Pierson said.

Hope Nahstoll of the Far-
mington Players said that she
had thought for a long time
that the players should consi-
der the idea. “We are in the
enviable position that our audi-
ences seem to like whatever
we present,”” Mrs. Nahstoll
said.

“Yes the idea has definite
possibilities," Mrs. Nahstotl
concluded.

and, say, musicals ~ and this
isn't always firm either ~ is
that musical comedy and oper-
elta tend to emphasize enler-
tainment value as opposed to
opera, which hopefully is aim-
ing at an insight into human
nature or how the human being
functions or trying to help us
understand the relationship of
man to man, man to the uni-
verse, man to God.

*“This to me is what art does
as opposed to entertainment.”

IN COMMUNITY THEATER? -- This is a scene from
the Early American Drama Festival production of “Hori-
“ Are such plays odagtable to community theater?

A concert, June 21, will con-
clude the advanced classes: All
works played, which must be
memorized, are to be chosen
from a selected list of Bee-
thoven sonatas, variations and
bagatelles.

CELEBRATE
ST. PATRICK’'S DAY
at The Sherwood

Three additional entrees to choose from

Mehta. who came to Eastern
last fall, received his musical
training in Shanghai, at the
Ecole Normale de Musique in
Paris, and at the Vienna State
Academy of Music. At the
time of his debut in Vienna in
1%8, Mehta was recognized as
2 Beethoven disciple.

IRISH STEW

CORNED BEEF
and CABBAGE

Registration information

UGG
PORTER HOUSE

Invites you to Our Gala

ST. PATRICK’S PARTY

anced students, a series will be
held June 8, 10, 12, 15, 17 and
19. For a total fee of $50. per-
formers receive two private
lessons in addition to the six
classes. Auditors may enroll
for §20. This group is limited to
12 performers,

Following the April series, a
. concert will be given April 26.

ROBERT H. COWDEN

‘Casting Call

Auditions for the final Wayne Civic Players
production, ‘Slow Dance on the Killing Ground,” are
scheduled March 13, 14 and 15. Starting times are 8
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 7 p.m. on Sunday
in the Players Rehearsal Building, 1340 Harvey,
Westland.

Director Bob Weibel says that the small cast of
three makes everybody a lead character. The char-
acters are an elderly German shop keeper, a 18-year-
old Negro boy and a 19-year-old girl, who meet as
strangers one night. Each discovers a compassion
and need for one anolher by uncovering individual
shortcomings.

Performance dates afe April 24, 25 and 26.

g
ST. PATRICK'S DAY )
' Tuesday, Merch 17

! Join us for our big “‘weering of the green” party
MAIN FLOOI

Don Lessnau Trxo

Dancing Five Nites
Dancing Begins at 8 p.m.

Ereellent W«{Ju., Facibities w0200

Fine Catering Staft to Assist You in
Making Your Day a Memorable One.

COPPER DOOR

8701 INKSTER ROAD. 2t JOY — 4276550

GUET WOOMS. Avuuuz“‘] " Gpen Soturdove For

iwsynous. Puvale ond Spovout " Lumchoons

32826 W. FIVE MILE ROAD

FRIDAY

Featuring:

CORNED BEEF and CABBAGE

DINNER $ 2.35

Dance to the music of the PERCY JACKS TRIO
pibitiiddhhndii bt on
THIS WEEK'S SPECIALS:
THURSDAY — MEAT LOAF $1.50

SATURDAY — SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN $2.00

— FISH and CHIPS $1.50

may be obtained from the
Department of Music, Eastern
Michigan University, Ypsilan-
ti, Mich. 48197,

out in & new hirdo
Coiffures
n MAXINE

WG FARON STUNG

reeaents
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CUTIING- SHAPING

GATE6  TA 2300

528 e

Favors and
Entertainment

$250

PRIME RIB DINNER

Prime Rib Dinner for two
Full Course (Dessert Extra)

Monday and Tuesday nights

For reservalions, call:
Jie SHERWOOD Y

phone 261-5500 or 531-1458
36071 PLYMOUTH ROAD

into a~
desert

Is yourvhome
going to turn

this winter?

In wintertime, people in houses with
flame-type heating wake up mornings
with that stuffed-up feeling. With hoarse,
dry throats. Furnnure dries out and starts
creaking.

Sound familiar? You bet it does. The
best way to stop it is with electric heat

You see, electric heat isn't a dry or
drying heat.

So you usually don't need a humidifier
‘The moisturé from bathing and cooking
is all you need for natural comfort

An Edison-Approved Electric Heating
Contractor will be glad to teil you all
about comfortable, moisture-retaining
electric heat] He'll figure your operating
cost, and there’ll be no obligation. And
right now, your contractor's offering a
$100 trade-in on your old heating sys-
tem. Call him for an electric heat survey
or mail the ¢coupon below.

He'll shaw you how to turn your desert
into an o0asis,

S,
160 Slxrwce Building
2000 Thi

Detroit, Michigan 48226

{1 vmsull acrvous about the cost. Send the man
anyway. .
{1 Don't want 1o talk to anyone. Just send
ltetpture 107¢
Address.

State,

Phone,
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