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‘Crooked Tree’

staif writer

Bob Wilson is an ordinary guy.

He smiles a lot and likes to talk and
certainly doesn’t look like a writer who
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to the best-seller lists with the paper-
back edition this summer.

vividly portrayed bones crunching and

screen.

fine.

legends brewing in one of the last for-
ests in the Lower Peninsula.

He just turned 30, the same age as
his father when he penned a book about
World War IL But he doesn't dct like a
guy who's flirting with fame — writing
the screenplay for his best-selling first
novel, “Crooked Tree,” and collaborat-
ing with “Exorcist” director William
Friedkin to bring his grandfather’s
namesake, Axel Michaelson, to the

And he has no plans to move to the
Hollywood Hills or a New York pent-
house. Redford Township suits him

IF THERE'S ANY sturm und
drang pummeling Wilson’s psyche, he
reserves'it for his imaginative literary
efforts.

He likes to golf and play softball,

. which he does with his former col-
leagues at the Wayne County Prosecu-
tor’s office. He nibbles on cheese crack-
ers when he’s not on the Scarsdale diet,
and he drinks Stroh’s.

He sees a lot of his relatives, his par-
ents who live in northwest Detroit
where he grew up, and his in-laws, Ted
and Esther Corombos, who live a few
streels away in Redford.

There's no sign of new wealth in the

Redford Union High graduate and re-
search analyst.

There’s a pot of marigolds and a
worse-for-wear green frog in the yard,
a University of Michigan mug next toa
wax bear perched on the mantle and a
“Welcome to the Mortgage of the
Month Club"” ashtray on the endtable.

It's the kind of home where Sancho,
the couple’s doberman, roams freely
‘and flops next to a bean bag chair in
front of the console television.

WILSON'S DEN shows the only signs
of an author at work.
\ It's there where he pounds his type-
writer, transcribing from yellow tab-
lets filled during excursions up north.
He usually writes at his family's cot-

tage in Grayling, where he spent all his-

His best seller hasn’t changed the boy next door

By Lynn Orr “last week from 4 few weeks there

working on his second novel, another
suspense thriller set on a particular
piece of Michigan terrain.

“I'make a reference to it in ‘Crooked
Tree,’” is the only hint the author
reveals, partly to tantalize prospective
readers, partly Because Wilson doesn't
like talking about a work in progress.

But he's happy to gab abbut anything
else, from the James Borid-type book
he wrote in ninth grade to Saturn pic-
tures to why Michigan will. always be
his home base — “It’s green.”

A mammoth white pine, its top
haooked by the westerly winds,
marked the new home of the Ot-
tawas. The tree served as a beacon
for Indian canoeists traversing the

called the area wau-go-naw-ki-sa,
“the land of the crooked tree.” Like

the Anglicized Ottawa name for the.

area, the crooked tree survived,:
miraculously preserved from the
crosscut saws of the lumberjacks.

ONE MORNING last week he shared *
breakfast with a doctor who wants to.«
try his hand at fiction, and during this-.
interview he stopped more than once
for a phone call from an aspiring writ-
er. -

He seems aimost grateful to get
away from the solitary life of a writer
he’s pursued since he left the prosec-
tor's office earlier this year so his-
“next book wouldn’t take four years.”

He seems barely touched by every Despite the many lectures, public re-
writer's dream — a smashing first nov-

el and the nearly instantaneous return

'50s tri-level he moved into last Octo-
ber with his bride, Jeanne Corombos, a

summers until he graduated from
Catholic Central High. He just returned

choppy lake waters in their fragile

birch-bark craft.- The Ottawas Please turn to Page 9A

Bob Wilson
flirting with fame

"Recommended by Local Police Depariments

s DEAD BOLT LOCK

b % S35

1" Throw nstaliad)

Dexter Couble 1" Throw ‘Charlie Bars
DEAD BOLT LOCK {PATIO DOOR LOCK

Reg. 55 33795 *Rzesg NO\'I $ 1800
Michigan Mobile C

Complete Locksmith Service
Bonded and Insured
e e S s

- -

Lock ..
LATH

e
PRE-PLAN '
YOUR . i
FUNERAL .
You'lt Benefit
3 Ways!
SECONOMY
‘INNER { '
SECURITY JOIN THE CROWDS :
':f“;fg:“l SAVE. SAVE SAVE ' o :
ol us LARRY LEE -
your ADKINS. 1 ' ' '
Iuneral ALL THIS WEEK
Pre-Plan ' '
specialists
WILL '
FUNERAL || | . .
HOMES 'MODERN COUNTRY
25350 Plymouth Rd, 33201 PLYMOUTH RD. AT
37000 $ix Mile Rd. FARMINGTON < LIVONIA
937'3670 CALL 421-5460

OCTOBER 1.

First Federal Savings of Detroit will pay you an annual rate of 18%*
on a rétail repurchase investment of $500 or more from now until

October, 1981. Act now as rates are subject tochange. e ers e taxable ARt it NoUR
Then on October 1st, First Federal will redeem your retail tax-free joint return TAXABLE INVESTMENT WOULD
repurchase investment and deposit your money plus interest in our vieldis. .. incomeis... REQUIRE A YIELD OF. .
new one-year All Savers Tax-Free Certificates which will earn the highest * "
rate of interest allowed by law on this type of account.* The interest $20,000. 14.18%
you earn up to $2000 on ajoint return ($1000 on an individual returni on 1 0 75 cy 30,000. 17.06%
the All Savers Tax-Free Certificate is not subject to federal or state g 0 | 40,000 18.86%
income tax. 50,000 21.08%
. Reserve your All Savers Tax-Free Certificate now by opening aretail
sporent or Solid Ohymeic Overcost: repurchase investment. We'l pay you 18% to doit. . . $20,000. 14.80%
o Sty o T s B ey Callor stop by any office of First Federal Savings of Detroit for -0 30,000 17.85%
‘Stock Colors complete details. 1125 A) 40,000. 19.74%
(white aiready specially priced) The All Savers Tax-Free Certificate 50,000 2206%
SALE ENDS vs. Taxable Investments.
SEPTEMBER 13 : . L $20,000. 15.46%
Actual All Savers Tax-Free interest rates beginning October 4, 1981, 0 30,000. 18.65%
wili be 70% of the applicable 52-week Treasury Bill vield. 1 1 ,75 A) 20.000. 2061%
Using sample interest rates, the chart at right shows how the All 50,000, 23.04%
Savers Tax-Free Certificate will perform compared to ordinary taxable N
investments.
* “Your retail repurchase investment prior to October 4, 1981, is backed by securities or mortgage loans issued, insured or guaranteed by the United States
. : Government, or an agency or instrumentality thereof. This obligation is not a savings account or depositand is not insured by the Federal
Farmlngton Gymnastlcs savings and Loan Insurance Corporation. There s no interest penalty for early redemption of your initialinvestment; however, a service fee of $25.00
will be charged if redeemed before October 1, 1981. Available to individuals residing in Michigan only. See offering memorandum at any branch office.

Center, Inc. ;
B 2 ! “+The All Savers Tax-Free Certificates you get on October 1st are insured by the FSLIC and will be subject to final federal regulations and applicable penalties

- for premature withdrawals.
Registration for Pre-School {3- $%2yrs.)
& Gymnastics Classes (6- 18 yrs.) )
Tues., Sept. 15:30p.m.
Wed., Sept. 2 10-11a.m.

If either these dates are inconvenient, please

call & register your child. FEDERAL
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Parent & Tot Gym Class Age2-3

Develop the whole child through gymnastics
using motor skills, strength, endurance,
flexibility and co-ordination.
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Maln Office: 1001 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226. Phone: (313) 965-1400.
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