SB{OXS.F.Ro-124)

. '

Thursday, September 3, 1981

——

ree

¥ Sex and human values, certainly not the only is-
$ue confronting the morality of a changing society,
does qualify as one of the most volatile.
- The rhetoric surrounding its discussion often gen-
erates more heat and emotion than it does insight
2and common sense. As with so many issues, the two
extremes which make the most noise prevent the
Important points from reaching the surface,
+ On one hand, we have the proponents of the “If it
feels good, do it" philosophy. Their position is tout-
ed under the ever-popular flag of freedom.
: This camp insists that any restrictions on sexual
‘behavior are an infringement on human rights.
‘Guidelines for responsible sexuality are seen as
!puritanical nonsense or the result of old-fashioned
éhang\lps. Those who appose this libertine position
are written off as prudish and out-moded.
i On the other end of the spectrum are those who
:suggest that sex is the root of all evil. The subject is
-seldom talked about except by way of condemna-
-tion. Sex education is seen as an invention of the
 devil to be avoided at all costs.
;. The proponents of this view tell us that sex is
 beautiful and sacred, but they convey the message
that we would be better off without it.

BOTH POSITIONS are understandable, We are
products of our own time and, as is often the case,
one extreme provokes another. So the pendulum
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sex confuse the young

ing a position than in listening to questions from the
heart. So the young seemed to have ceased voicing
their questions, and their confusion remains,

THEY HEAR their elders fight about whether or
not they should be taught about sex in the schools
and at the same time they are discouraged from
asking questions at home. Those who do opt for sex
education in the schools often seem.ablivious to the
fact that issues of feelings and values are every bit

as important as biological facts. They fail to realize |

that love-based sexual formation is as important as
_s?x information, and the questions that are asked
often g .

makes it difficult for either side of the issue to hear
the other. Each entrenches further to protect its
own turf and neither benefits from what the other
might have to say.

It is also true that those who hold tight to their
polarized positions are not the only losers. There is
another group whose welfare is at stake. They are
the young'people who are truly searching out val-
ues for their own lives. For some of them, sexuality
is frightening. For some it is overpowering. For

most it is confusing. But to whom do they take their -

questions and their confusions?

‘The adult world to whom they turn is at times as
confused as they are and is more interested in argu-

In the meantime, .the young person watches the

sellers of jeans and the producers of soaps peddle
the “If it feels good, do it” philosophy. The movie
world and the writers of song promise that doing it
will cure loneliness and produce matutity. The kids
try it and it doesn’t work.
- Back on the other end of the spectrum they are
told, “Don’t do it.” So some don't but never really
know why; again, confusion remains. Others do it
anyway and fight with the guilt they cannot even
admit to themselves, .

Perhaps, if the adult world could be educated out
of its extremism on the one hand and its double

. messages on the other hand, we could arrive at a
sexuat morality that is both loving and responsible,
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