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Parents provide stimuli

Toddlers explore their environments

While in the library recently, I
watched a child about 2 years old who
had wandered away from his mother.
He walked to the picture windows
overlooking the road, but soon tired of
the view and happened to glance down.

There, stuck to a metal vent, was a
wad of gum so dirty and faded it was
obvious many a foot had tread on it.
First, he kicked at the gum with his
gym-shoed foot. The wad didn’t budge.

Then he squatted over and scratched
at it with his pudgy finger. But the
faintly pink gob wasn't even sticky any
more and held firmly to the vent in the
floor.

Finally, he bent way down and tried
to pry it off with his last, but very
sharp tool, his teeth.

THE TODDLER is an active explor-
er of the environment. Though his ex-
plorations often take, the guise of play,
he really is exercising his powers of in-
vestigation to learn more about the
world.

Surprisingly, these earliest investiga-
tions actually mimic the sophisticated
scientific method. The scientific meth-
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od follows a precise method of attack-
ing new data.

First a problem is defined. A hypoth-
esis is formed. There is observation
and experimentation. Finally, the data
isinterpreted. .

This formula is one of the ways the
toddler spontaneously learns and ab-
sorbs information. As’he roams, he
comes upon things that puzzle him, or
are new to him.

He forms an opinion or theory about
these things. Then the toddler tests the
theory and either discards his theory,
alters it, expands it, or imes loses

questions and puzzles arise from situa-
tions rather than taught as specific les-
sons. .

Our job as parents is to provide the
stimuli and tools for exploration.

THE UNDERWATER viewer is a
good tool for exploring the aquatic
world. To make an underwater viewer,
use a half-gallon or larger milk carten
which has been thoroughly washed and
dried. Ct the carton in half lengthwise.

Next, using the half carton, cut a rec-

tangular-shaped viewing window in the
side. Cover the viewing window and
sides of the carton with plastic wrap.
Make the wrap as tight as possible so
the window has no wrinkles.

Now, simply place the viewer into
the water and Jook through it to see the
bottom of the sink, tub, pool, shore or,
if you're very careful, an aquarium.

No matter how carefully we direct a
child's investigative energies, there
will be times when the child's curiosity
drags him to places and objects that
are less than ideal: the bubble gum, for
example. ;

The little boy had worked at the
lump for some time. As old as the gum
was, it must have retained some flavor,
for the child licked as well as picked at
the . '

Unfortunately, just when his efforts
were about to bring success, his mother

called and he reluctantly left the hunk

for another day.

interest.

‘The more stimuli the toddler is ex-
posed to, the more questions and puz-
2les will confront him. Hopefully, these
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Smartly styled, 100% Taslan
nylon outer shell with
Thinsulate insulation
for warmth. Shown:
White/Berry with
Royal & Navy
stripes.

Also avaitable

in Navy/White
with Berry &
Grey stripes.
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SALE PRICES

ON REMAINING 1980/81
PMEN

SN
OPEN DAILY NOON ‘TiL 8
* BLOOMFIELD HILLS . 338-0803
2540 Woddward at Square-Lake Road
« LIVONIA/REDFORD . . 534-8200
14211 Telegraph at the Jefiries Fwy.
* FARMINGTON HILLS . 553-8585
27847 Orchard Lake Rd. at 12 Mile

SFLINT ............. 732-5560
4261 Miller across from Genesee Valley

JUST RECEIVED THE NEW -

sy HMEAD .

* VISA » MASTER CARD » AMERICAN EXPRESS » DINERS

UP

SKY SHOPS
«ANNARBOR ...
3336 Washtenaw Rd. west of U.S. 23

... 9738340

o MT. CLEMENS ..... 463-3620,
1216 S. Gratiot %2 mile norih of 16 Mi.
SEASTDETROIT ..... 178-7020
22301 Kelly Road between 8 and 9 Mile
* BIRMINGHAM 644-5950
101 Townsend St. corner of Pierce

on

360 E. Maple. Birmingham

ntic Brapery Shoppe
‘DRAPERY SALE

Labor Special

Custom Slipcovers

Chair - $59.90

Labor $6.00 per panel
Custom Spreads

Specis! prices availsble
on Drapery, Siipcover
and Upholstery fabrics.
Largest safoction of lab-
rics, fringes, tassels snd
trims in Michigsn.

Sofa - $77.90.

647-2020 647-0721
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‘'volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer
Bureau has weekly listings of volun-
teer opportunities. Further infor-
mation about these and other volun-
teer needs at over 200 agencies may
be obtained by calling the bureau at
6427272 after Sept. 8.

GRANDPERSONS — You can help

bridge the generation gap. People 55
and over are needed by the TEAM Or-

" ganization (Talent, Experience And

Maturity) to share their skills with chil-
dren kindergarten through sixth grade.
One hour per week is the time commit-
ment for a school year.

CLERICAL HELP — Would you like

to support local educational and civic
activities? People who can help with
typing and office work are needed by.
the Farmington Community Center. As
little as one day pér week is mvolved.
To volunteer, call Betty Pamne at 477- -
8404. . .

NURSES — The Michigan High
Blood Pressure Council in Trpy wants
volunteer nurses or nursing students to
take blood pressure réadings,. obtain
‘medial backgrounds and provide-edu-
cational materials. Clerical volunteers
can assist in counseling and follow-up
services for clients. Morning or after-
noon commitments available. Call Sue
Weinberg at §57-9500.

~Ringsley Inn-~

6420100

Proudly Presents
0&:*{%{’2{5 Eﬁ‘%ﬁ*ﬁgkf ' OUR SUPERB FACILITIES FOR
BANQUETS
SERVED FROM 10 AM TO 2 PM : .
N ;695 Conference rooms avail-
ADULTS able for business meet-
CHILDREN UNDER 5 - 5495 ings or conventions with
DINNER FROM 2 PM TO 10 PM gourmet dining for 11
IN AN or 1100...Jdeal surround-
ings for weddings, re-
INCOMPARABLE | ceptions, showers and
ATMOSPHERE very special birthdays
i i and anniversaries.
Y_ou will be delighted...
bl md 1 WOODWARD
ing gourmet dining b &
rooms. 172 luxufious AT

guest rooms and o LONG LAKE ROAD
orge uroen e BLOOMFIELD HILLS
art gallery...visit us
" 644-1465-
Ext. 503

ments available.
By Appointment
642-2655

'
Q reenstones
| 7 Jewelers

B Creators of fioe jewelry
for over S0 years

Blrmiaham, Mich. 80T

i BINCE 1958
HOUSE of ( =
s““"lns GS820D ‘GS880D
S 1 9 000 S20 500
50% OFF 40% OFF INSTALLED - 1 YEAR WARRANTY
CUSTOMWOVEN ] '} CUSTOMVERTICAL rone
W00DS & HORIZONTAL :
by Joannae Delmar, , SHUTT;GF:SM U GENIE &via
Joannas
Graber ) doanns 7220610 335-9079
Excluding Previous Orders NORTHYILLE-NOVT AOCHESTER-BIRMINGHAM
- PLYMOUTH-CANTON 'WEST BLOOMFIELD
50% OFF 50% OFF FARMINGTON-SOUTHFIELD mDV«FMmAF
HORIZONTAL 1" VERTICAL
BLINDS
Many Decoralor Colors .
tylewi: P WERE YOUR
Houst DISCOUNT DEALER
- sHuTTERS

Now you con enjoy
the convenience and sofety of

SAVINGS
UP TO

50%

FOR WINDOW TREATMENTS |

@EXCITING NEW GRABER FASHIONS

@GRABER VERTICALS

®GRABER WOVEN WOODS

OMACRAME VERTICALS

HORIZONTAL BLINDS

#1” & 2 WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

@VEROSOL SHADES 407%

@DEL MAR SOFTLIGHT SHADES 30%
LEVOLOR BLINDS 40%

@CUSTOM WINDOW SHADES

@OPLUS INCOMING FREIGHT

Mooday-Satardsy $:38-530

Once

you see
the Xey/81
European
you’ll want one.

+  But don't just take our word for it, come and see for yourself. You'll imme-
diately recognize the difference in a Xey kitchen. Designed in Europe and
built in America, this high quality cabinetry is good looking and

_ functionally designed...and surprisingly affordable. There'sa choice-of 12
styles in 42 color combinations with a whole-host of accessories to com-
plement your home and lifestyle. There’s a Xey kitchen that's just for you.

Xey/81 European kitchens

...now at ASA House of Cabinets

Easy St

kitchenst

Xey...
pronounced “Shay

1] Mile

draperydeaning onyour windows. Pleatsand
swags are not disturbed'and you avold the
problem of living without draperles. The
average window treatment takes about an
hourtodean. Andresultsareas goodorbetter
than old fashioned methods.

ol for ee estmate. 3531940

téve-Hagopian & Co.

oo CARPETAND FURNITURE CLEANING SPECIALISTS st

FACTORY-TO-YOU-DIRECT
WE SPECIALIZE IN
TOTAL WINDOW TREATMENTS

THE BLIND ITEM

25611 COOLIDGE, OAK PARK,

542-5425

ICH.

Haggerty Rd.

ASA

15 Mile ir
B N Drive In

. M, Tu, F8:5/ W, Th. 8-8/ Sat. 9-3/ Phone 624-7400 ~visa- |
Delivery & i . : ] :
Ai ;‘:{Iggle nstallation 301'S. Main St. Royal QOak  master cnarge :
CASH & CARRY M, W, F 109/ Tu. Th. 10-6 /Sat. 10-5/ Phone 546-4122 :

2100 Easy St. Walled Lake —




