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Southfield's DeVoe Cornell, a highly touted halfback, should be hard

to catch during the 1981 season.

Prep football preview

Southfield: SMA team to beat

By M.B. Dillon Ward
statf writer

It’s a consensus.

The football team to beat in the
Southeastern Michigan Association is
Southfield High.

Head coaches Frank Buford of
Bloomfield Hills Andover, Chuck
Skinner of Birmingham Seaholm and
Jeff Keller of Troy already have vi-
sions of fleet-footed, all-area running
back DeVoe Cornell outfoxing their de-
fense and generally making life diffi-
cuit.

Even Blue Jay coach John Finlayson’

acknowledges the potential of his tal-
ent-laden backfield.

“Good team speed should be our big
strength,” Finlayson said. “Hopefully,
we won't have any weaknesses besides
inexperience for some of our lineman.

“Winning our first four ballgames is
the key,” added the veteran coach. “If
we can do that, we've got a good
chance at winning the league and going
undefeated.”

Andover, Buford said, “is going to be
respectable. This is the most inexperi-
enced team we've had at Andover, but
we have some real raw talent. I'll keep
the pressure off by not naming names,
but there are some players here who
are going to be outstanding before their
careers are over.

“But for us to be successful,” added
Buford, “this team is going to have to
mature in a hurry. We have players
who haven't played together, and
they're fundamentally struggling.”

The Barons’ schedule provides an
early opportunity for gaining experi-
ence. The squad opens against Dear-
born Edsel Ford (7-2 last year, includ-
ing two losses to playoff teams) fol-
lowed by a bout with the Blue Jays.

For Keller's Colts {5-4 last year), all
that has to happen is execution.

Troy's offensive backfield is back in
{ull force, and Keller is counting on his

ing our first four
baligames is the key. If
we can do that, we've
got a good chance at
winning the league and
going undefeated.’
— John Finlayson
Southfield coach

older-and-wiser seniors to make the
difference.

The question marks lie in the offen-
sive line and a youthful defense.

Before the Colts lock horns with the
Blue Jays in the third game of the sea-
son, there’s time to toughen up. Troy
confronts Clawson in the opener before
taking on the floundering Maples.

Poor Seaholm.

Coach Chuck Skinner said, “These
have be the toughest two weeks I've
ever put in. We've been plagued (by in-
juries, the flu and strep throat). We've

had an average of 12 guys out sick for

upto 10 days at a time.

“I's disastrous trying to teach any-
thing when you're down to 21 guys out
of a possible 36. Plus we lost 21 senjors.
‘The whole team is basically new.”

Suffice to say it’s a reconstruction
year for the Maples. -

TEAM: Southfield

COACH: John Finlayson, who begins
his ninth year with the Blue Jays.

CAREER RECORD: 46-27

1980 RECORD: 4-5

KEY RETURNING PLAYERS:
Loren Vandenberg, quarterback, sen-
jor; DeVoe Cornell, halfback, semior;
Reggie Hayes, halfback, senior; Cary
Moore, fullback, senior; Marty Heiss,
offensive guard, senior; Scott Lawra-
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By C.J. Risak
staff writer

quickness and speed.
WEAKNESSES: Running backs.

Last year, North Farmington and
Farmington Harrison each collected
league championships. Only one op-
ponent stood between them and a
spot in the state playoffs.

Their opponents were each other.
In the next to last game, Harrison
and North tangled, both undefeated,
both hoping for a playoff berth.

Harrison won by a touchdown.

This season could be more of the
same for both. North, which depend-
ed on a strong junior class in posting
its 8-1 mark, returns eight starters
on offense and six on defense.

Harrison Coach John Herrington,
whose philosophy is to play seniors,
has 23 experienced players return-
ing, including five offensive start-
ers.

Both will again be strong contend-
ers for league titles, Harrison in the
Western Six League and North in
the Northwest Suburban League.
But, once again, the game that may
decide who goes into the state
playofis will be Oct. 31, when Harri-
son travels to North.

Other stumbling blocks could ap-
pear. Farmington, which hasn't
beaten either of its city rivals since
1977, has eight starters back on both
offense and defense. But the team
only won twice last season, so it still
has some ground to cover.

For North to make it to the state
playoffs, it will have to go undefeat-
ed. Harrison has more leeway be-
cause of its Class B status. Accord-
ing to Herrington, his squad could
qualify for the Class B piayoffs even
if they lost one game because of
eight Class A opponents on ils sched-
ule.

TEAM: North Farmington
COACH: Ron Holland
CAREER RECORD: 141-47-3
LAST YEAR'S RECORD: 8-1
KEY RETURNING PLAYERS:
Jim Franchi, quarterback, senior;
Ken Winemaster, tight end/line-
backer, senior; John Lockley, cen-
ter, senior; Dan Orr, linebacker, sen-
ior; Scott Williams, offensive tack-
le/defensive tackle/kicker, senior;
Jeff Labelle, end/defensive back,
senior; Mark Leonetti, end/defen-
sive back, senior; E.J. D'Afcenzo,
linebacker, senior. )
TEAM STRENGTHS: Passing
,ame. Franchi is a capable passer,
and he'll have plenty of targets with
Winemaster at tight end and Leonet-
ti and Labelle as wide receivers. De-
fense is also sound, with good size,
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took last year's starters,
leaving 2 gap to fill. While capable
runners are available, depth may be
a problem.

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL SEA-
SON: Getting the passing game in
gear and finding dependable run-
ning backs, both starters and back-
ups.

TEAMS TO BEAT IN LEAGUE:

North was the Northwest Suburban
League champion last year and ap-
pears to be a good bet to repeat.
Westland John Glenn and Redford
Union are stiffest opposition. Livo-
nia Franklin is also improved.

TEAM: Farmington Harrison

COACH: John Herrington

LAST YEAR'S RECORD: 10-1

KEY RETURNING PLAYERS:
Bill Miller, fuliback/linebacker,

Farmington High hopes to develop its passing game with quarter-
back Dan Antishin, who started seven games last season.

North, Harrison stay strong

senior; Steve Sweeney, tailback, sen-
ior; Bob Kassab, offensive tackle/
defensive tackle, senior; Eric
Wemyss, offensive-defensive tackle,
senior; Dave Blackmer, kicker, jun-
ior.

TEAM STRENGTHS: The kicking
game. Traditionally a strong point
for Harrison, Blackmer is expected
to be every bit as good as Paul Ro-
gind, who set Big Ten kicking re-
cords for Minnesota. Bob Wood (5-
foot-11, 175), a senior who will in-
herit the quarterback position, is a
strong passer and that part of the
offense should be effective. Defense
is also sound.

TEAM WEAKNESSES: Inexperi-
ence in the secondary and injuries.
Paul Prestel, a split end, and Jim
Love, a defensive end and offensive
tackle, both broke collarbones and
are expected to be lost for half the
season.

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL SEA-
SON: Quarterback Wood's develop-
ment. Much of the Harrison season
will depend on how well he plays.

TEAMS TO BEAT IN LEAGUE:
Livonia Churchill and Harrison have
battled for the top spot for the last
few years. Things should not change
much this season.® Walled Lake
Western is also building a strong
program and return a strong run-
ning back, Paul Remms.

TEAM: Farmington

COACH: Hal Beardsley

LAST YEAR'S RECORD: 27

KEY RETURNING PLAYERS:
Dan Antischin, quarterback, senior;
Tim Cislo, end/safety, senior; Paul
Kobel, offensive tackle/defensive
end, senior; Don Devine, punter, jun-

lor.

TEAM STRENGTHS: Passing
game, led by Antishin and several
good receivers. The offensive and
defensive backfields return intact.

TEAM WEAKNESSES: Depth and
kicking game. Poor punting cost
Farmington dearly last year in a
season in which they lost their Inter-
Lakes League contests by a total of
only 17 points.

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL SEA-
SON: Improved kicking by Devine
and steering clear of injuries. Be-
yond the senior starters, there isn't
much depth. If seniors don’t come
through, it could be another long
season for Farmington.

TEAMS TO BEAT IN LEAGUE:
In the ILL, you start with Livonia
Stevenson and work from there.
Only four teams remain in a confer-
ence long-dominated by Stevenson.
Last year, Farmington lost, 8-0, at
Stevenson.
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MINDY SAUNDERS/stafl photographer

Southfield quarterback Loren Vandenberg is hauled down during a
recent practice.
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The Quick-As-A-Fox "~ Guarantee

Bring your roll of 110. 126, or 35mm color print roll film (full frame.
C-41 process only) for developing and printing to a Fox Photo retail
store. Monday through Thursday. before the aftesnoon pick-up.
(Check your friendly Fox store for exact time.) Your pictures will be
ready after the last delivery the next day. excluding holidays. If not.
your order is FREE!

Plus,

you can now choose your photofinish.
Diamond Gloss or Satin Sheen

Diamond Gloss gives the profes-
sional look to all your shots. with
superhard. bright color. Satin Sheen
finish gives your pictures a soft. warm
glow—it makes every piclure prettier.

499 A
1 Off DEVELOPING
2 AND PRINTING
m or duve-up store Coupon must
accompany arder

-FOX PHOTO OFFER GOOD THRU 9/12/81

S\

Onany 110,126 or 35mm color prin: ol iy frame C-31
process only) One rofl per coupon excludes use of olher
coupons Vald at any Fox Photo walk-

10 Convenient Area Locations
To Serve You!

PLYMOUTH *Colony Park S/C. PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP

E%ﬁm@ﬂnﬂ'" Arbor Trail Wane)r’| & Garling *4651 Wash!anaws

. INKSTER REDFORD TOWNSHIP
353 W Maple 3009 Chesry Hill

*Beech-Daily & Grand River
DEARBORN HEIGHTS TH
75604 Michigan Ave Salfrety
#8438 Telegraph Rd.
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NORTHVILLE

*300 North Center Greenfield Plaza
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