New lifestyles for women

Book to help launch Bible classes

By Margaret Miller
staff writer

A new season of Bible classes and a
new book arriving in Christian book-
;mres coincide this year for Margaret

ess,

‘The well-known teacher, wife of Dr.
Bartlett Hess who is senior pastor of
Ward Presbyterian Church of Livonia,
probably will put her newly published
volume to good use in the classes be-
ginning Sept. 15 in Livonia and Sept. 17
in Bloomfield Hills.

“Unconventional Women” is its title,
and some of its central figures will
work their way into the year’s Bible
study, which will cover the books of
Joshua to I Chronicles as well as the
books of Psalms and Proverbs.

“The book is based on the idea that
women today are in many kinds of
households, some without children,
some with single parents, and have
‘many lifestyles,” explained Mrs. Hess.

“It finds biblical characters to repre-
sent each of these. One that will get a
careful look in the class sessions is the
little servant girl — in I Kings — who
was snatched into the home of a gener-
al and demonstrates how much influ-
ence a blue-collar worker can have.”

She also noted that women described
in Proverbs will be discussed in the
classes.

MRS. HESS, who takes her students
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‘The book is based on the idea that
women today are in many kinds of

households, some without children,
some with single parents, and have

many lifestyles.’

through the Bible in eight years of
classes, is starting this fall on the sec-
ond year of the current series.

Her classes will be held in Ward
Church, Six Mile and Farmington Road
in Livonia, 9:30-11 a.m. Tuesdays; and
in Christ Church Cranbrook, Cranbrook
and Long Lake Road, 9:30-11 am.
Thursdays.

The first session for each class will
be based on the first chapter of Joshua
and will be titled “How to Succeed.”
Study materials will be available for 50
cents a half-hour before each of the ini-
tial sessions begin.

The class format that has evolved in-
cludes small group meetings from 9:30
to 9:55 a.m. and a lecture by Mrs. Hess
for the second hour. Those registering
the first week may sign up for discus-
sion groups, or they can be assigned to
a group.

Child care is provided during all
class sessions.

The classes have been made up of

0

men and women from more than 20 de-
nominations and more than 100 church-
es. Last year there were nearly 500
participants each weck in the Ward
sancluary.

“In the Birmingham area, the biggest
accommodations we've found is for 200
participants,” the teacher said.

The objective of the study, she added,
is to make the Bible come alive by a
study of historical and geographical
backgrounds and to learn what it has to
say to modern men and women.

THAT LOOK at the Bible through
modern eyes has been a hallmark of
Margaret Hess's books and is to be
found in the new one too.

Both “Love Knows No Barriers” and
“Esther: Courage in Crisis” point up the
similarities between the biblical char-
acters and women in today's world.

AMERICAN BEAUTY
CABINETS

And that is true too for “Unconven-
tional Women,” she said.

It was written at the suggestion of
Carol Streeter of Victor Press, publish-
er of the paperback volume, Mrs. Hess
said.

“She sent me a clipping about the dif-
ferent lifestyles women and families
fine themselves in today,” she added.
“We though it would be interesting to
see If this was true of biblical women
too.

“And it turned out to be a very mod-
ern book, because these differing life-

styles have always been there. Each |-

makes her own choice.”

Olhers she includes in the new book
are Deborah, “who was the leader of a
nation, obviously chosen by God back
when women had no status at all,” and
Lydia, “a single businesswoman who
got a church started practically single-
handed when Paul appeared.”

She said she had also represented the
unmarried couple lifestyle through a
portrayal of the woman at the well,
“whom Christ did not censure or
judge.”

Besides the three books on women,
Mrs. Hess has co-authored with her
husband two books on church organiza-
tion, “How to Have a Giving Church”
and “The Power of a Loving Church.”
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Margaret Hess checks over chapters in her new boak that will be used
in her new series of Bible classes starting this month in Livonta and

Bloomfield Hills.
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To look

terrific and
feel great,
call Jacki
Sorensen’s
Aerobic
Pancing.

Here's your chance to
try the original Aerobic
Dancing fitness program.
It's fun. It works. Lose
inches as you firm up and
{ind new energy as you
dance. Join Jacki’s local
class today.

CALLNOW
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* CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 14TH.
FOR A FREE CLASS SCHEDULE CALL:"

3460
AMPLE SESSION CLASSES BEGINKING
SEPTEMBER 29TH.
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Pyrametrics 1s our own. exclusive natural nair- / Y 478 13
culting system that gives your hair ifs tullest.,
healthiest appearance. Each section of your
hair is cut fo support the hair above it. Pyra-
rmelrics takes time o do right, bul its worth it
It may just be hair today. but fomorrow you'll
love that new Pyrametrics look. Call for an
appoiniment now

249 PIERCE STREET
BIRMINGHAM

Try a free introductory class onsou st o
~ " atanearby location. 53 Off gl
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MERCY CENTER Expires October 15 E
28800 11 Mile Rd. :
Farmington Hills, MI ;
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