Phases of womanhood?

University study shows 4 stages to feminine identity

“It is within a si| love ip with a
|- man that a woman achieves a true sense of herself
as‘a‘,woman," according to University of Michigan
linical psychologist Carol G. Barbour.

““This feminine gender identity does not emerge
around the end of adolescence as has been tradi-
“ tionally thought, but more likely in a woman’s 20s
- or ‘later,” she says. Her conclusions are based on

miore-than 60 hours of focused in-depth interviews
'wuh 10 women, aged 24-28, five single and five
- married.

“This is not intended as a true cross-section of
the population; the sample includes relatively well-
ediicated middle-class women,” Barbour notes.
They, were selected from a field of 95 volunteers to
represent a sample of *normal” young women with
no history of major psychological disturbance,
physical iliness or serious difficulties in relation-
ships with men.

“Other criteria ‘were that they had never been
pregnant, had not ended a significant love relation-
-ship within the previous six months, and that they
were engaged in some meaningful pursuit by their
own definition,” she adds.

+ “ALTHOUGH THE sample is small, the findings
- take .on added significance because of their re-
- matrkable homogeneity,” she observes. “All 10 par-
ticipants went through similar phases leading them
to distinguish this sense of feminine identity. They
experienced similar issues, resolved them in rough-

| sions”
: Phase one is marked by the first love relation-
:| ship, usually occurring in the middle to late teens,

Iy the same order and reached parallel conclu-

‘Each of the wo.

and il Barbour reports.

‘feeling attractive’ for the first
time, of overcoming adolescent
inferiority feeling of being ugly,

. gawky or mousey through the .
experience of having a
boyfriend.’

she says. “Each of the women described ‘feeling
attractive’ for the first time, of overcoming adoles-
cent inferiority feeling of being ugly, gawky or
mousey through the experience of having a boy-
friend,” she continued. “It had to be a boy whom
they liked in return.”

As one woman explained, “If only people who I
think are creeps like me, then it must mean [am a
horrible creep as well.” Winning affection of a boy
with whom they were mutually attracted gave
them a new status and equality with their peers.

Phase two in feminine gender identity develop-
‘ment, Barbour says, is “establishing sexual woman-
hood.” Most of the women she interviewed had
their first sexual experience around age 20, and it
represented a new “coming of age.” They described
new feelings of maturity and confidence. One par-
ticipant stated, “It completed a picture I had of
myself.”

In time; however, the women to feel the relation-
ship emphasis on sexuality was limiting. In phase
three, they looked for a man who would view them
as competent equals, who would appreciate their

"IN INGLY, the interviews did not focus
on education or career goals, yet each woman spon-
taneously brought them into the discussion. They
also described failed, relationships with men who
belittled their career interests or treated them as
inferior. They began seeking men who were an ‘in-
tellectual mateh,’ who were secure enough person-
ally to support them in their pursuits.

“These intellectual relationships, by their rela-
tive neglect of romance and sexuality, also came to
feel limited and limiting to these subjects,” she ex-
plains. .

In phase four, a woman integrated sexuality and

into full Barbour finds.

' “When a woman found a man who appreciated and

confirmed both aspects of her. feminine identity,
she married or planned to marry him. In this study,
seven of the women had found such a ‘right man*
and the other three were seeking one. It is only in
this fourth phase that a woman speaks of having
this particular man's children.”

Barbour's doctoral research shows that during
the four phases, women also experience shifts in
their relationships with other adults, particularly
their mothers, but also with men and women peers.
“There is at first an attempt to.gain autonomy
from the mother partly through sexual experiences
or to establish superiority to her through pursuing a
career. . N

“But as these women matured and committed
themselves to marriage and potential motherhood,
they experienced a common bond with mother, pro-
viding the basis for greater closeness and mutual
respect.”
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Cecit Mackey announced recently that
the university had received a $10 mil-
lion grant from the WK, Kellogg Foun-
dation to launch a major new teaching
and public demonstration project on
rural resources.

The grant, to be administered over a
five-year period, is the largest ever
made by the Kellogg Foundation and
the largest ever received by MSU from
any foundation.

The new project will be centered at
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Now you qan enjoy
the convenience and sctety of
" "dioperycleaning onyour windows. Pleats and
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average window treatment takes about on
hourtoclean. Andresults areas good orbetter
than old fashioned methods.
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“Living With Your Home"—a
special two hour - four week

The Needleworks
cordially invites you
to Teachers’ Day
Saturday, September 12, 1981
10:00 am to 4:30 pm

Meet our teachers, Sally Simon and Gail Sirae.

All the sampler canvases they'll be teaching will be on
exhibit. Your fiogers will tingle when you see the
fabulous use of all perles, metallic thread, Medici

wool, Ostara, Bella Doona, Linen and wonderful Frenchsilk.

Talk with Sally and Gail about any problems you may

have with your own needlework. Have them suggest which
of the many classes you might eajoy aad, by all
means bring ia your own “masterpieces” for us all to enjoy
seeing. We would love to know what you are ‘iato!
The Needleworks
Creative, Exciting Needleart
725 5. Adams, Birmingham, Michigan 48011

course taught by some of
the most creative
professional designers
around. They'll teach you
not only the basics but will
share some of their own
design secrets with-you so

. you can create the
fashionably unique home
you've always wanted. And
you'll be able to say, "l did it
myselft”

You'll Learn:

O All about color schemes
and how to tailor them to
your taste.

O The art of arranging for
maximum use and pleasure

€ Creative options for
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DRAPERY SALE

Labor $6.00 per panel
Custom Spreads

Labor Special Specisl prices avaiable
on on Drapery, Siipcorar
. nd Upholste tabric

Custom Slipcovers oo atonion of 5.

cics, Kringes, tessals and
{rims in Michigan.

Chair - $59.90 Sofa - $77.90

360 E. Mapte. Birmingham sar-2020 6470721

“dressing” your walls and
windows.

make each room stylishly
your own.
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GORMAN'S
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SCHOOL!
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O How to use accessories to

$10 million farming grant
is largest ever for MSU -

MSU". Kellogg Biological Station at
Gull Lake and' calls for greater in-
volvement there by faculty and Coop-
erative Extension Service staff from
the East Lansing campus.

1t will focus on ways of increasing
farm production while also conserving
energy, protecting natural ecosystems
and achieving a high level of environ-
mental quality.

The grant provides fund for con-
structing and equipping new facilities
to make the new program possible. _
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Choose a class that's
convenient!

Starting September 21,
classes will be held on:

Monday at 1:30 and 7p.m.
Tues. and Wed. at 10a.m.
Thur. at 1:30 and 7 p.m.

The enrollment fee is just $35
and includes a valuable and
informative set of
instructional materials which
are yours to keep. Call Jan
Brooks at 649-2070 to make
your reservation now!

Visaand MasterCard accepted.

W. Big Beaver at Crooks
Phone: 649-2070

Open Daily 10to 6:
Monday. Thursday & Friday
1ill 9; Sunday Noon to 5:30

WE WILL
BUY...

Your tine jewelry
and precious
gems. Immediate
payment, Fully i
sured consig
ment arrange-

ments avallable.
By Appointment ar. . .
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. :ao Mandarin design in sable from the Gervais Collection. g’gfg;lgs”” M-ﬂE_S_H SATINFRESH WEATHERFRESH
-Also available in stone martin and baum martin. Omasesot ety N
for over Shyears -
~.Many of our creations are designed personally by Mr. Pty
Gervais. Other patterns have been purchased in Europe by HiodsySeiurly S350 <
world famous designers. The combination of the two il - .
_ brings you distinctive styling.
Canadian Lynx Coats .. o—-% 1)1 X "““‘““'"’_.'ﬂ
_Canadian Lynx Jackets. 2500, GettoKnow § J.“."“l"vﬁ‘
Canadian Mink Coats, ull ength Chevron Design.......2995. the WK pn? P
"Huge selection of Badger coats & jackets at incredible | CONVENIENCE
“ savings. Included in this sale is Mr. Gervais’ magnificent of
of fitch. interior Latex Flat Wall Paint éntelinr Latex .
Interior Latex Fla i - ; i i i
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bl it Canada’s largest collection in Mink Coats. MIRACLE e Deeartaon o S 0 e Funge of Facie, WonE 478 Deep-Tone  * wates San-up. ChoBes 1o et exe e of
Specialists at Restyling Mink. MILE s 99 Cators. s 9 9 Pastel, Mi¢-Tane and Deep-Tone Colors
W ON
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stores i Sale Ends September 30th
W FURS close to home |
Designer for 46 Years . DEARBORN HEIGHTS FARMINGTON TROY WAYNE
762 Ouellette Avenue 2 blocks from tunne! exit T"'ﬂ";" Road Dukes Hardware  The Hills Decorating Banas Paint & D & D Hardware  Btumt™
1-519-253-2111 New Store Hours: Dally 9-6 24910 Ford Rd. 29212 Orchard Lk. Rd Wallpaper 4621 S. Wayne Rd
v, Fiidays included Square Lake Road : : i
. in Windsor yainels \ quare Lake ! 53 E. Long Lk. Rd.




