Religion mixes with scenic beauty

» By Sharon Hshn
+ staff writec

» Four yellow brick buildings seem to camouflage
R the wooded and lake-dotted campus of Avon Town-
+ ship’s Michigan Christian College.

Just beyond the parking lot and bookstore/li-
> brary, a panoramic view of hidden Lake Norcentra
: and the wooded acres behind Gallaher Ceater open
.- up to the visitor,

* The center, a 6,000-square-foot slate-roofed sum-
* mer cottage — once owned by Detroit advertising
- executive Lou Maxon — now holds the administra-
* tive offices, music department and Bible room.
A quiet walk around the lake, past what was the
greenhouse (now the science building), takes stu-
. dents and faculty members near the Clinton River
and far from the hustle of traffic and trade in near-
by Rochester.

. THISCAMPUS attracted 350 students - from
- -22 states and Canada despite its refusal to overlook
misuse of alcohol and drugs, “sexual misconduct”
or on-campus smoking, and despite its enforcement
of a curfew and dress code.
The private, fully accredited, two-year liberal
arts college, with a strong tie to the Church of
Christ, demands strict behavior.

All of the 15 full-time teachers and most of the
students are members of the Church of Christ, said
. MCC President Milton Fletcher.
< Church affiliation is not a requirement for ac-
ceptance to MCC, but the former Texas oil execu-
tive said each student must attend daily chapel and
“take one Bible course each semester.
. The Bible courses often transfer to non-church
affiliated schools as English, history or philosophy
+ credits, Fletcher said.
. Attracted to the school by the Christian atmos-
', ‘phere, students don't complain about the restric-
;,:tions many other colleges and universities no long-
+ er consider.
i1 “1think they are quite fair with just about every-
;! thing,” said sophomore Susan Gutt, a 1980 Roches-
“t'ter High School graduate. She said the 11 p.m.
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weekday curfew and 1 am. cucfew on Fridays and
Saturdays can be extended in special cases.

“1 think the cyrfew is more an incentive to study
thar anything else," said Alain Hadorn, 19, a sopho-
more from Phoenix, Ariz., who said many students
wait until curfew to pull out their books.

FELLOWSHIP GREW among the young adults
as groups of students arrived for the official chapel
service marking the beginning of MCC's 23rd ses-
sion.

Each student has an assigned seat and the chapel
soon filled to overflowing with pupils, faculty and
faculty wives greeting one another after a summer
of separation.

It’s a family-like atmosphere, report many of the
students.

“Everyone helps you out,” said returning sopho-
more Jim Santellan of Holland. “If you have any
problems, you can feel free to go to the faculty and
staff. Your friends are always there when you need
them.”

Freshman Clifford Plummer, 18, of Park Forest,
IIL, had only a week to make his observations.

“Everybody is real friendly,” he said. “Last
night, a bunch of us went to the movies. Whenever
you do semething, it's done in groups. I like that.

“It reminds me of a Christian summer camp,
only instead of just two weeks, this will go on all
year," he said.

Michigan Christian College's close association
with the Rochester Church of Christ, 127 E. Avon,
produced an adoptive parent program among its
church members (to assist students away from
home), and has brought additional stability to the
students, Fletcher said.

“IT'S AMAZING, as these kids come back on
campus, to see them reunited with their adopted
families from last year.”

Each family involved in the program adopts

from two to six students, he said. During the school
year the family acts as counselor, chauffeur or just
a family that cares to the students.

History and French teacher Leo Hindsley of
Avon Township has taught at MCC for 13 years.
The former Macomb County Community College
teacher said his present students compare favor-
ably to those in the community college.

“Their attitude is much better,” he said. “They
approach their whole life and studies from a Chris-
tian viewpoint."

The school has about 60 students who commute,
but most reside in dorms provided by the college,
Fletcher said. And it's through a variety of influ-
ences that the MCC students have found their way
to the rolling Avon Road campus.

Mark Dixon, 19, of Indianapolis, and Teresa Mas-
sey, 20, of Anderson, Ind., both spoke of the vocal
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group “Autumn” that visited their areas
telling prospective students about the MCC cam-

pus.

Fletcher explained the group consists of four stu-
dents who travel 20,000 miles three months each
summer singing for youth camps and congregations
and recruiting students.

Another feature drawing students to MCC is its
course selection.

Sophemore David Rogers, 21, of Ortonville, said
nearby Oakland University didn’t offer Greek, and
the pre-calculus class he needed was not offered at
QU the term he wanted it. He found both at MCC.

Commuting student Deborah Lockwood, who
calls herself D.J, is an accounting major who no-
ticed the school while driving past it one day. The
26-year-old decided to check it out, liked what she
saw and enrolled, she said.

SINCE IT opened in September, 1959, the school
has grown from 37 acres with three buildings to its
present 91-acre, 12-building campus.
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The “Cross of Christ” is
Still the Answer
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The cross of Christ is the answer for all of us... **Whosoever
will let Him come™. New Life Church of God extends a
cordial welcome to all to come and worship with us and
feed on the spiritual bread of life... Our Christ.
Gospel Singings

Sept. 13 (Sunday) 11:00 a.m.and 6:00 p.m. “Cornerstone”

Sept. 19 (Saturday) 7:00 p.m."Jerry and the Lewis Brothers"

Sept. 20 (Sunday) 11:00 a.m."Masters of Harmony"

Sept. 27 (Sunday) 11:00 a.m.and 6:00 p.m. “Revelation One"
Revivals ’

Sept. 13-15 (6:00 p.m. Sun., 7:00 p.m. Mon. and Tue.)

Youth Revival Teen Afterglow Following Each Service
Sept. 17-Oct. 4 (7:00 p.m.) Jim Maddex, Cooksville, Tenn.
Sept. 7-12 (7-8:00 p.m.) Prayer and Bible Reading

CLIP 'N SAVE
Farmington Hills

CHURCH OF GOD

28312 Grand River, Farmington Hills+ 477-4652 478-3517
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The Discount Pachisn Centens!
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SAVINGS

EXTENDED THRU SEPTEMBER 16
BUY ONE PAIR OF BASIC JEANS OR CORDS

at regular price

(Men’s, $17.88 - Student's, $16.88 - Boy's, $14.88)
AND GET 2ND THROUGH 5TH PAIR
at $2.00 OFF each.
MEN’S FALL SHIRTS
Entire Stock 20% OFF
LEVPS® BEND OVER .

SLACKS

FOR GALS s18ns

Reg. $22 to $23.88

West Bloomiiela School of Dance
HOME OF THE MICHIGAN FINE ARTS BALLET CO.

Featuring: Ballet, Pointe, Aerobic-Slimnastics,
Baton, Tap, Jazz, Breathing Exercises.

levels in our new spa-
cious, luxurious studios.

Six performing teachers
with excellent training
and experience both in
New York and abroad.

Video Taped recitals
available for viewing.

WEST BLOOMFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE

2073 Hiller Road (Across from K-Falls Restaurant)
NOW REGISTERING FOR SEPTEMBER CLASSES

Phone 682-0095 or 698-2359
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= Store-Wide Sale
\Wood Stoves .Solar Panels
‘Caulking & Weatherstripping
Vent Dampers .~ Water Savers
.Wood Doorwalls & Storm Win-
dows [ :Steel Insulated Doors
Rool Ventifators .Ceiling Fans
Insulation Products Whole
House Exhaust Fans  Humiditiers
Automotive  Window Film
Window Quills .
« Energy Audits
For home or business
By trainad Energy Consultants
s Salel « FREE
Quilt % | Grand Opening Give-Aways
OPEN 10-9 TH-SUN
REG. HRS 10-6 MON-SAT
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N ElIIIIEI’S “BEST BOOKS™ WlllﬂIWEIIIIES
OVER 850 PATTERNS

GALLOI

ALLON
REG.$14.99

Our BEST Latex
Fat House Paint

Gauon
Reg.S1B9Y

SAVES7.00 i

'CUSTOM COLORS SUIGHTLY MIGHER

WAULGCOV ERING [GLOS EDLI T}

ALL PATTERNS GLIDDEN VINYL BOOK Il
BAVE 95.00 ta $15.00 PER BINGLE ROLL

g5’
sn'sso

PAINTE WALGOVE
15970 MIDDLEBELT

(Between 5 & 6 Mlle)
LIVONIA 525-4350

A1 Glidden Yau Get Moie Than Paint  You Get Drcorating Ideas




