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Yes, Virginia, there is a reel lot goin’ on

By Margarst Miller
staff writer

An exclusive gathering of maybe
40,000 people is coming to the Detroit
area next June. And those who want to
get in on the party had better act soon.

The word comes from four dedicated
square dancers, Bob and Mary Rennan
and Ed and Barbara Henson, Livonians
who are using National Square Dance
‘Week which began Sunday to get their
Westland and Livonia classes into full
swing.

And the big event they are talking
about is the 3Ist National Square
Dance Convention which takes place in
Detroit June 24-26.

Mrs. Brennan said the Detroit Tour-
ist Bureau is predicting the copvention
“conservatively” at 40,000, basing the
estimate on square dancer’s” track
record for more than doubling atten-
dance each time they return to a host

city. They had 18,500 in Detroit in 1861
and much greater crowds more recent-
ly in Memphis and Seattle.

And that projected figure, she point-
«ed out, would make the gathering twice
as big as the Republicin National Con-
vention last summer and four times the
number of barbershoppers who con-
vened in recent years.

But the square dance convention is
exclusive, she went on, “because only
trained dancers can register and par-
ticipate.”

“We want to get the word out now so
people won't be disappointed,” Mrs.
Brennan said. “Anyone who begins a
class this month can be out of the
basics by May and ready for the con-
vention in June.

A COUPLE of places to start learn- .

ing the basics are thé Mel Bailey Rec-
reation Center in Westland, where Bob
Brennan will be calling and he and

Mary will be teaching at 7:45 p.m.
Tuesdays starting Sept. 22, and Perrin-
ville School in Livonia, home base for a
class called by Ed Henson and his wife,
Barbara, 7:30-10 p.m. Thursdays start-
ing Sept. 17.

‘Both couples charge $3.50 per couple
per lesson for their evenings of instruc-
tion. The classes at the Bailey center,
Ford-Road betwen Wayne and New-
burgh, are offered through the West-
land Parks and Recreation program.
Those interested may call the Brennans
at 421-5359. .

Perrinville School is at Farmington
Road and Ann Arbor Trail. The Hen-
sons may be reached at 425-0284.

Their classes and others in this area
are part of the fall reopening of square
dance classes and clubs across the na-
tion.

Dancers in Detroit will get a radio
sendoff when Ted Strasser of WJR
makes square dancing the theme of his

“Patterns in Music” program the
morning of Sunday, Sept. 20. .

And all around the country do-ci-do
enthusiasts will be gearing up for the
convention set to jam Cobo Hall, the
Cobo Arena, the Veterans Memorial
Building and Hart Plaza during the last

- week of June.

THE MICHIGAN council of Square
ang Round Dance Clubs, about 200 in
number, are putting on the big event.
The Brennans are serving as vice
chairmen of publicity.

At this point we have passed the
5,000- mark in registrations and the
convention is 10 fnonths away,”" said
Mrs, Brennan.

It’s a bargain'of a convention, she
noted, costing only $10 for a registra-
tion that takes participants to exhibi-
tions and dancing that will go on al-
most continuously for the three days.
Costs are kept down, Mrs. Brennan
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But the dancers, gathering in hotels
and inns all over metropolitan Detroit
and Windsor as well, are expected to be
worth between $8 million and $9 mil-
lion to area businesses.

“Square dancers are big spenders,”
said Mrs. Brennam. “Not so much in the
bars, but they will leave plenty in the
eating places. Last year some restau-
rants ran out of food the first day. We
warned them, but they didn’t believe

Besides filling the hotels, convention-
goers will be staying in dormitories at
the University of Detroit and the Uni-
versity of Windsor, and arrangements
are §eing made to park some 2,000 rec-
reatfonal vehicles at the State Fair
Grounds. Their occupants will be taken
to convention doings via shuttle bus.

THE BRENNANS and Hensons are
pretty typical of hundreds of dancers in
this area. They tried an activity that
Tooked like fun and soon were hooked.

Now both couples give most of their
spare time to square dance evenings.

For Ed and Barbara Henson, it was a
matter of starting some lessons 13
years ago, “just fooling around,” she

id.

“Then Ed started doing some calling
as a hobby, but it doesn’t stay a hobby,”
she added.

Mary Breanan agreed. “Bob told me,
‘Honey, you handle the mike and I'll do
the rest,’ and I've had no rest since,”
she said.

The Brennans call for a club at the
Clay school in Livonia twice a month,
and both they and the Hensons are in
demand as callers for hayrides, church
events and club meetings.

They first noticed square dancing

: i ¥
Area square dancers are looking
forward to June '82 in Detroit
when they will convene to con
sume of mass quantities of do: "’
ci-dos. T

during an exhibition at the Westland ..
Shopping Center, Mrs. Brennan said.
They thought it looked like fun. The
rest is history. "
“And it happened 1 had a Girl Scout ..

. troop, and the girls wanted to get their

dance badges” she added. “So we
taught our troop first, and the nmext.
year 250 Scouts in the district. They
they put on a demonstration at West-
land. .

“You get a real baptism by fire when. -
you teach kids.”

SQUARE DANCERS cover a wide
age range, the two women pointed out.
“Pre-teen to senjor citizen,” said Mary
Brennan. But she cautioned that those
interested in dancing should not wait
too long to start. Conditioning is need--
ed, she added, “so don't plan to pay for
your first square dance lesson with
your first Social Security check.”

Their class at Bailey last year in-
cluded Kim and Jeff Carter of West-
land. They completed the basic course
in May and their second child was born
in July, Mrs. Brennan said.
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« BLOOWFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD at Square LakeRd.  338-0803
« BIAMINEHAM: 101 TOWNSEND comner of Pierce 644-5950
« MT. CLEMENS: 1216 S. GRATIOT /2 mile No. of 16 Mi. 463-3620
o LIVONIA/REDFORD: 14211 TELEGRAPH al Jetfries Fwy. 534-8200
- FARMINGTON; 34769 GRANDRIVER. E.of Diake . . . ... ... 477-2528
« ANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW West ol U.S. 23 973-9340
« FLINT: 4261 MILLER RD. across from Genesee Valley . 732-5560
« EAST DETROIT: 22301 KELLY RD. between 8 & 9 Mi. 778-7020
« EARMINGTOM HILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKERD.at 12Mi.  553-8585
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Act now. September 23 is the final dote you can
take advantage of GMAC's special low 13.8%
financing rate, and save hundreds of dollors!

Don't hesitate. Your participating GM Dealer
is waiting to offer qualified buyers this remarkably
low financing rate on all 1981 General Motors

cars, light-duty trucks and vans delivered
through September 23 —Plus the new 1982
Chevrolet Cavalier, Ponfiac 12000 and Cimarrons
by Cadillac. ,

See your GM Dealer today. Pick outthat new
Chevrolet, Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick or Cadillac.

IN MICHIGAN, THIS WILL RESULT IN
AN AVERAGE SAVING OF 5425
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