Harmington Gbseruer

entertainment

Ethel Simmons editor/644-1100

Thursday, September 17, 1981

Missing the soaps? Just

By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

. Something's brewing on your faver-
ite soap opera, but you've got an ap-
pointment that won't wait.

Instead of missing out on daytime
TV excitement, avid viewers can now
pick up the phone and find out what eri-
sis befell their favorite afterncon soap
characters,

A new Michigan Bell service called
Soap Scoops — billed as the first in the

they go on and on.’

‘A soap is like a good book — only
better. You don’t have to wonder what
happened to the characters because

(o

dial your ‘Ma’

— Lynda Hirsch
Soap Scoops reporter

country — offers daily updates on
breaking video news. Crucial moments
from daytime series favored by area
viewers are summed up in just 57 sec-
onds by newspaper columnist Lynda
Hirsch.

“1 don't know if I should go for more
information or less breathiness," said
Ms. Hirsch, who watches ABC while vi-
deotaping shows on the other networks.

“A Cleveland resident who began
watching soap operas during her lunch
hour from grade school, Ms. Hirsch, 30,
credits the success of Soap Scoops to a
growing interest in daytime shows. It's
a fascination enjoyed not just by
housewives but by factory workers,
bank presidents, football players and
students, she said.

“If I were a college professor teach-

“That old saw that nothing ever hap- ing during ‘General Hospital, I'd forget
pens on soaps is just not true.” it," said Ms. Hirsch, whose summaries

One of eight recorded tape messages and show business tidbits are carried
offered by Ma Bell, Soap Scoaps start- by more than 200 U.S. newspapers,
ed June 29. The 16-cent service at- “General Hospital has 42 percent of
tracts up to 7,000 calls daily, placing it  the viewing audience in its time slot.
just behind the popular Dial-a-Joke and  Nightime shows would kill for that.”
Children’s Story. Ms. Hirsch doesn't believe soaps help

“Those services are hard to beat be- people forget their own troubles. “A
cause all those kids call,” said Ms. soap is like a good book — only better.
Hirsch. in the area recently to promote  You don’t have to wonder what hap-
the phonecasts as well as soap opera pened to the characters, because they
apparel sold by J.L. Hudson Co. go on and on,” she said.

“And you get to see everyone's emo-
tions played out. You know what every-
one is thinking.

OFFERED SINCE November 1979,
local telephone Dial-It services aver-
age 37,000 calls daily. Other offerings
are Sportsphone, Lottery Line, Horo-
scopes by Phone, Mystery Line and the
new Michigan Outdoors. Dial-a-Pep-
Talk is the only recorded message to be
dropped.

“We wanted to capitalize on the idea
that people like soaps,” explained a
Bell spokesperson. “We're meeting a
need people felt they wanted.”

BLESSED WITH a strong memory
which helps her remember story lines
of soaps now on the air and many long
gone, Ms. Hirsch admits she's a big fan
of some shows. Her all-time favorite is
“All My Children," which she believes
turned things around when it first aired
11 years ago.

“Before that, shows focused on older

characters whose children were on
earth to cause them problems,” she ex-
plained.

Today’s shows focus on younger
characters, deal more with social is- :
sues and contain more sex and violence
— atrend Ms. Hirsch thinks is a way of
competing with evening TV. Viewers
are now taken outside the studio to ex-
otie locations like Puerto Rico and Ire-
land.

While admittedly a soap fan, Ms.
Hirsch doesn't hesitate to criticize
when she thinks a story is a “real bow-
wow.” “Don't blame me; I just watch
them,” she tells phone listeners.

“I like soaps, but I'm irreverent
about them,” said Ms. Hirsch, who con-
tends there are too many bad soaps on
the air. “If a show stinks, I'm the first
tosayso.”

She believes shows should offer in-
teresting story lines that are more than
just “musical beds,” feature more eth-
nic actors, and do their research better.
“If they're going to be topical, they
should get their facts straight. Don’t
give me any hogwash.”

MS. HIRSCH freely admits some
shows — “The Doctors” tops this list —
are very “painful” for her to watch.
But while she used to pay people to do
her research, she now views all the
shows herself with the aid of a speed
search. .

DAVID FRANK/staff photographer

ALBAN’S

Botthe & Basked

Restaurant & Delicatessen
SUNDAY SPECIALS °3.79

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU LASAGNA
BAKED WHITE FISH

The above includes Tossed Satad or Cole Staw, Roll & Butter or
Garlic Toast or Potatoes or Rice.

Swensen‘s still makes ice cream the old fashioned way.
And that's the best way. Most of our stores make their ice
cream right on the premises. In small batches. Fresh. With
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SUSSEX HOUSE

19701 W. 12 Mile at Evergreen
559-3377
BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY
11am.to3pm.

‘EARLY BIRD DINNER
Mon. thru Sat. 4 to 6 p.m.
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“Five Hats”
Now thru October 3rd
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Serving Regional Style
Cuisine from all
of China
Mandarin « Szechwan
Cantonese * Hunan

Chinese Dining & Drinking

Maple at Stephenson, Troy689-2332
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1 FREE ADMISSION

THIS ADWILL ENTITLE THE BEARER TO
ONE FREE ADMISSION
'SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
WHEN ASECOND ADMISSION 1S PURCHASED
QFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 1, 1981

KEEGO CINEMA

Orchard Lk. Rd. at Cass Lk, Rd.
1%, Miles West of Telegraph

NOW SHOWING THRU THURSDAY SEPTENBER 24
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tender loving care. And you'll enjoy S 's old f
ice cream—and our salads and sandwiches—in the perfect
setting. Tiffany lamps. Ceiling fans. Mqrble-topped tables.
And an honest-to-goadness soda fountain where everything
comes in glass not plastic.

SWENSEN'§

27841 Orchard Lake Rd. (at 12 Mile Rd) Farmington Hills
Open Daily from 11 AM., Sunday Noon. Telephone 553-3505

Chery Chase, Camie Fisher
UNDER THE RAINBOW (PG)

BRING YOUR
BUNCH TO
UNCH!

Call 682-1900 for showtimel 34
ALL SEATS $1.50 for all Roguler Shows. B4
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WHERE DINING 1S AN EXPERIENCE
Chinesa Gilts & Famous Cantonese Cuisine
fAmarican Food also Available)

m Chir
Visit our Main Dining Room, surrounded by

Priceless Ivory & Beautiful Art Works

+ Special detailed Attention given 10 CARRY-OUT SERVICE

« Private Rooms available for Parties 844-7576
Hours: Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm

'Sun& Holidays 12+10

855N, Vioodward, near Oak St.,

SHOWGASE CINEMAS

STERLING HEIGHTS:

979-3160
2400 SOUTH TELEGRAPH
RD. PONTIAC BARGAIN
MATINEE DAILY $1.50 -
FIRST SHOW ONLY 332-0241

ISUNDAYS AT SCHULER'S ...

This Sunday take the whole
family to a delicious
Win Schuler’s brunch. It includes
all your favorites that make
Sunday a very special family day.
We're waiting for you...so call us
now for reservations.
Children under 10—$2.95,
adult’s check includes children under 6.

Schiuers.

ROCHESTER WEST BLOOMFIELD
2601 Rochester Ro. 6066 West Maple
852-8330 851-8880

3 X00)-ADULTS-MONDAY THRU THURS.
=0 EVENING PERFORMANCES
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STERLING HEIGHTS PONTIAC

AMERICAN WEREWOLF -
INLONDON  [R]
STERLING HTS. PONTIAC

The NightThe Lights
Went Outin Geo%ia 1

STERLING NYS. PONTIAC

ARTHUR

STERLING HTS.
PONTIAC

MOTHER'’S DAY R
DAWN OF THE DEAD

STERLING HTS.
FIRST MONDAY @
iN OCTOBER
PONTIAC STERLING HTS.
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STERLING HTS. PONTIAC
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BODY HEAT
STERLING HEIGHTS PONTIAC

Brunch: 10:30 am.-1:30 p.m. Brunch: 10:30 2m.-1:30 pm
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