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RAVELERS ARE bringing back reports of
a new sport called grass skiing, available

in nearby areas but not yet professionally
developed in metropolitan Detroit.

“Grass skiing was first practiced by avid snow ski-
ers who couldn't wait for the first flakes. They
skied on grass to get themselves in shape for the
big white winter hills.

»Now it has become a sport in itself for skiers like
Ky and Bill'Semion of Canton, who have checked
out the slopes in Port Huron, Michigan and Kimber-
ly, Ontario, and are wondering when southeast
Michigan is going to get into the act.

"THE SKIS are heavy rollers, about 2% feet
1ong, which caterpillar across the grass,” Kay Sem-
3n’said. “They are used with regular snow-style ski
boats and poles, and make a perfect sport for au-
tamn.”

- Her enthusiasm is shared by Pattie and Jeff
Triin, of Davisburg in northern Oakland County,
®h) won medals in downhill snow ski racing before
wimming medals in grass ski racing. The Trims are
board members of the United States Grass Skiing
Association, a racing ‘group headquartered in
Rasye, Va. :

"'The finals of the American Cup of grass skiing
are held annually in Basye, under the care of Horst
Locher, who is credited with importing the sport
from Germany.

: According to Locher, grass skis were invented by
a sewing machine designer caller Josef Kaieser of
Stuttgart, who decided to “make skiing a year-
rpund sport.”

< Most Michigan grass skiers practice on private
hills, walking up and skiing down, but both Trims
and the Semion family advise lessons, even for ad-
vanced skiers, because the heavy, short “skis” re-
qmre precise turns.

*The Trim family recommends visiting Don
'l‘homas Sporthaus at Maple and Telegraph in Bir-
mingham, where grass skis can be rented in a dem-
anstration program for $10 a day, with the rental
fee going towards the purchase pnce of the skis
(§175 to $219 a pair).

VIF YOU WANT to try a professional grass ski
risort, the closest is Black Forest near Port Huron,
which is open 2-10 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays,
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays at least until Novem-
ber. Lease rate is $4 for skis. Toll fee is another $4.

* Also offering grass skiing until is
Talisman Resort in Kimberly, Ontario, a six-hour
drive from Detroit. The resort, just east of Canadi-
an Highway 10 and south of Georgian Bay, is
staffed by three members of the Canadian Grass
Ski team.

Grass skis, invented by a sewing machine designer, have caught on
elsewhere but are just getting their start n the Detroit area.

{ Bryce Mountain near U.S. Grass Skiing Associa-

tion. headquarters in’ Basye, Va. is open until
‘Thanksgiving.

Tf you are going north and west, Cascade Moun-
tain in Portage, Wis., is open for grass skiing on
weekends threugh autumn until snow time. They
give lessons.
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Travel provides insight to events

ELEVISION NEWS pictures recently

showed a skirmish in Jerusalem. Ortho-

. dox Israeli Jews were being driven by Is-

raeli police from the archaeological ex-
cavations known as the city of David.

“The scenes brought back memories of anautumn
weekend in Jerusalem and reminded me again of a
truth I regularly reledrn: Travel, however superfi-
cial, helps educate you to understand current
events.

A brief trip does not qualify any traveler to be an
expert on a complex land; it is presumptuous to
believe that you can understand a country by mere-
ly driving through it. But some things are simple
and evident enough to give you insights that were
not available beforehand.

WHEN YOU drive through Israel, you constantly
confront the word “tel.” A tel is a mound or hill
that covers the remains of an old settlement or
city.

Tel Arad, for example, covers the remains of the
early Bronze-age city of Arad in the Negev desert;
the modern city of Arad rises on a hill nearby. Ar-
chaeologists are digging at Tel Arad as they are in
the tel known as the city of David, which rises on a
hill overlooking the Kidron Valley, on the edge of
the old walled city of Jerusalem.

'This is believed to be the site where King David
built his city 1,000 years before Christ was born. It
was the site of the before the temples were de-
stroyed and the Jews were driven out of Palestine.

Historians are eager to uncover the secrets of
David’s city,for academic reasons and to strenght-
en the Israeli claim to Jerusalem, but orthodox
Jews object to the disturbance of ancient religious
sites.

ORTHODOX JEWS constitute a small percent-
age of the Israeli population, but they have a pow-
erful influence on Israeli life for at least two rea-
sons. They are represented in small political par-
ties who often hold the balance of power when a
major political party fails to win a clear electoral
majority. That was the case in the last election;

Jewish heritage, which has been kept alive by strict =2
religious observance around the world for centu-
ries, so they put up with the inconveniences forced
upon them by orthodoxy zlthough they often com- ]
plain about it. .

A Jew cannot marry a non-Jew in Israel, for ex-
ample. Tourists are likely to experience the results -
of orthodox power in more superficial ways — sep-
arate meat and dairy dining rooms in hotels, an'}:
unmanned Sabbath elevator that runs constantly so’]
guests do not need to push the elevator button.

A recent newspaper article headlined “Israel]
Braces for Stricter Sabbath Rules” indicated that |
the religious parties are making new demands on |
Begin's government, including banning of airlin
flights and cruise ship landings as well as the clos- |
ing of entertainment facilities on the Sabbath.
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A TRAVELER skimming across the surface of a| J
complex land is not qualified to form opinions on:{ 3
such matters, and I have resisted doing so. But 3
can report the opinions expressed by Israelis I met.

Two of them were young people walking aroun
the wonderful Beit Hatefutzot, the Museum of the
Diaspora, in Tel Aviv, which tells the story of Jews |
dispersed around the world and finally returning to |
Israel.

One of the young women complained loudly that:| ¢
“religious groups are forcing everyone to follow |
their rules, even though most Israelis are not ortho-
dox Jews.” The other young woman agreed but’|
‘with reservations:

“‘As I walk around this museum, I can see that we
would not have survived as a people if we had n
followed those rules.”

~

I WILL LEAVE the final judgment of such mat-
ters to the Israelis, but I repeat my original |
premise: Travel, however superficial, gives you a
Tittle insight into current events.

‘Those of you who like to combine work with trav-
el mighl like to explore a vacation digging with
experts in the city of David or in other archaeologi-
cal digs in Israel. For informauun contact the Isra-
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The second reason is that Israelis value their
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You Can Afford a Northern Michigan
Vacation or Retirement Home!

Beautiful homes in the heart of the eastern U.
time at the incredible low price of $13,900

You can afford to own a vacation or retirement
home at Woodside - a Whole New Town with
every convenience and service you want at your
front door, and four-season recreational oppor-
tunities at your back door, including a golf course,
lake, wooded areas, and more. Woodside has a
complete range of spacious, well-built condo-
miniums, townhouses, and single-family homes.
All Woodside homes are available at uniquely-
affordable cash prices, and, at normal low prices,
financing is available at 9%% (3 year term) or
11'2% (5 year term).

Call collect today to find out how easily you
can afford your northern Michigan vacation or
retirement home.

As adettied un ABC's“Good Marning. Amer
nd CHY's “Sunday Morning.

Collect Phone
(906) 495-5621

. are available now for a limited
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Les Cheneaux Home

Carlbou Candominiums, 1196 sq. it.,
1% baths, $14.365°

Barbeau Townhouses. 1568 sq. ft.. 3 bedrooms,

1 bath, $19.400° ($13.900" for limited time)

Les Cheneaux Homes, 2146 sq. ft.. 3 bedrooms.

1% baths, $32,000"

3 bedrooms.

*Cash or provide-your-own-financing price for basic model
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e
Affordable Luxury
in Contemporary

Townhouse Design
Hideaway Valley Phase i} is currently under construc-
tion. Natural toned osdsr townhouses nestled in

secluded hardwood setti .some with panoram-
ic lake views and al! lealunng 3 'spacious bedrooms,
2z baths, designer kitchens and wood burning fire-

laces; over 1500 sq. ft. cf aﬂordable luxury, plus a
ull walkout basement for fu

For information Call
616-526-6264

or write
John M. Septic Inc., Realtors
Clayton Road
Harbor Springs, Ml 48740

PLEASE SEND
O Sales Information
0O Vacation Rental Information

garages and a large emanmnment deck. Name.
Youl enjoy the heated pool, private Street
thsée lighted tennis courts and a location in the heart
of the finest and most diversified resort facilties in Clty/State. Zip_
mid-America —_ the Little Traverse Bay area of
Petoskey and Harbar Springs. Phone.

:
i - Free parking
H



