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From a Voice of Reason

A challenge for the New Righ |

By Sherry Kahan
staff writer

“There is danger in America today,”
declared Lynne Silverberg in her key-
note address at the recent Action Alert
seminar at Oakland Community Col-
lege's Orchard Ridge Campus in Farm-
ington. “We are gathered here because
we can feel it.”

In her role as national president of
the newly formed Voice of Reason,
Mrs. Silverberg then went on to attack
the causes of this danger.

She lambasted the Moral Majority,
book banners and burners, creationists,
the Family Protection Act and the
Human Life Amendment.

“Challenging the New Right” was the

topic selected by this Huntington
‘Woods resident. She is a child therapist
and an education specialist for children
with learning disabililties.
. It was appropriate to the theme of
the conference which was intended to
inform the public of the impact of
budget cuts of the Reagan administra-
tion, sponsors said.

It was planned by the political action
committee of the Women's Center of
OCC and supported by women'’s centers
at Schoolcraft, Henry Ford Community
and Wayne County Community col-
leges.

“Qur concern was to discuss, in an
educational forum setting, the Reagan
administration’s economic policies for
the '80s as they relate, not only to
women but also to society at large,”

center. Other environmental and wom-
en’s groups also lent their support.

The Voice of Reason, its leader said,
was created to respond to what she
called a challenge to the U.S. Constitu-
tion by religious conservatives. Mrs.
Silverberg advised her listeners to join
the organization and get politically in-
volved. There are chapters in 22 states
and 15 Michigan cities, she added.

“AT BEST, DEMOCRACY is tenu-
ous,” she said in an interview.“If
don't guard our civil liberties as citi-
zens, we will lose them.”

Warming up to her subject, she
called the Family Protection Act “an
abomination,” and quoted a radio min-
ister saying that you can't be good
Christian and believe in evolution. She
said that legislation coming up in Con-
gress is “anti-woman.”

She. feared that the passage of
Human Life Amentiment, which, she
said, defines life as starting at concep-
tion, could possibly result in “a miscar-
riage carrying a charge of murder.”

She added that certain birth control
pills and a interuterine device control
conception by a spontaneous abortion
after conception. As a result she be-
lieved they might be banned under the
aet’s definition of the beginning of life.

“They dre intrudiog into our bed-
rooms and our bodies in punitive
ways,” she asserted. “They want their
particular religious beliefs imposed on
all Americans.” She then told her audi-
ence that “the Moral Majority rules in

said Mary White, director of the OCC  Iran.”

.

MRS. SILVERBERG said “science
allows for no supernatural explanation.
It allows constant testing and changing .
as new evidence comes along. But for .
creationists, creation must be accepted
without question.

“That is faith, not science. Faith is
important. But it does not belong in a
science curriculum.”

She said Voice of Reason entered a
recent lawsuit in Arkansas as a friend
of the court. The case involved a chal-
lenge to an Arkansas law giving crea-
tionism equal time with science in
schools.

She indicated that several communi-
ties in southwest Michigan have been
targeted for similar legislation. “Bel-
laire recently defeated such a move,”
she said. “But a suburb of Flint just put
creation into its sci i »

ANOTHER ISSUE troubling her in-
volved what she called unfair election
tacties on the part of new right.

She cited the case of former state
Rep. Jack Mowat of Adrian and an un-
named woman running for office in - ¢
Muskegon. During the election cam-
paign both received questionaires ask-
ing their opinions on a variety of issues.

“Both received the guestionaires af-
ter. their answers were printed,” re-
ported the speaker. “They got the ques-
tions in March 1881, but in December
1980 their answers were printed in a
distorted form. When they complained
that they hadn’t even answered the
queries they were told, ‘Oh, sorry.’

“Meanwhile the distortions were out
in public. It was too late to stop it.

She suggested such action might be
called “interference with the free elec-
tion procedure in America.”

Mas. Si

Mrs. Silverberg blistered the new
righters in Oregon, who made a list of
148- books they regarded as porno-
graphic, and then demanded that the
Tocal library give them “the names of
people who took out the books on their
list.”

“In Illinois a bill was narrowly de-
feated that would mandate jail sen-
tences to teachers and librarians who
disseminate the books on this list,” she

said.

She added that among the books they
oppose are the works of Ernest Hem-
ingway, John Steinbeck, Kurt Vonne-
gut, Anne Frank and Ray Bradbury.

“Is this part of the American life
style?” she asked.

s. said those interested
in working against such tactics could
attend a training session for new mem-
Bers of Voice of Reason. One is planned
at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 6 in the Ma-
comb Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship in Utica, and another wilkbe Held
all day Saturday, Oct. 10, in the Unitar-
ian-Universalist church at.4605 Cass,
Detroit, under sponsorship of the West-
ern Wayne County chapter.

The organization can be reached at
476-1670. The leader of the western
Wayne County Chapter is Thelma Mur-
rel, who can be contacted at 284-1890.
Information can also be obtained from
Marilyn Rowens of Livonia who is edu-
cation and program director of the new
organization. Her number is 474-4108.

Republican
spoken here

By Loraine McClish
staff writer

‘When you are learning to speak Republican you
must-learn to use double negatives, such as “I am
not unwilling”

Or use the double-speak, such as “T am for equal
rights but I don't support ERA because we don't
need it.”

The suggestions come from Writer's Ink, a group
of scribes at Oakland Community College who per-
formed skits and gave readings under the heading
of “Learning to Speak Republican.” The event was
the finale of a morning series of workshops spon-
sored by Orchard Ridge Womencenter.

“You must learn to serve one master,” said Joan
Maloney in a reading which referred to Nancy
Reagan as “The Nation's Total Woman.”

But*emulating the nation’s role model might be
difficult “for anyone who can't hold a ‘smile for
more than 30 seconds,” Elaine Saumadded.

Nancy-P-for-Perfect-Reagan was target for a se-
ries of barbs from Margharite Peraino. “Her feet
with their everlasting pedicure never hurt. Her
stomach never rumbles, and she doesn’t allow arm-
pit fuzz.”

BILLED UNDER the heading humor, Writer's
Ink was biting in its satire, but nonetheless in keep-
ing with the day’s program that led off with a key-
note speech called “Challenging the New Right.”

Helen Lober read a piece called “The Nuclear
Family on a Picnic.”

The story told of a family who chose to have
their picnic in a nuclear park "where the children
could play bal! without interference.from the trees
or being bothered by insects, even though they had
not been able to keep food down for a week."

In one reading, called “Here's One for the
Gipper,” the hero drops out of callege to save mon-
ey to buy weapons, and at the end of the tale is on
his way to strip mine his mother’s vegetable gar-

len.
In Republican-ese, one's political stance can be
described as “a radical fence rider,” Writer's Ink

said.

Balance of power is defined as “The U.S. in com-
plete control.”

A dictatorial was defined as “an editorial that's
been dictated.”

But, Bob Myers said, “There Is no definition for
intelligence sources.” :

IN JUDY Peelle’s ABC's of Republican-ese, chil-
dren will learn G for guns and good old boys, P for

parking lots turned into parks and R for ranch and
ri

ich.

During a take-off on the Johnny Carson “Tarnak
the Maglcian” skits, one of the answers given was
“Every man for himself."

The question was: “What Is Reagan's fecling on
women's equal employment.”

The performance wound up with a round of lim-
ericks that hit everything from jelly beans to the
military. Then a rendition of “There's no Interest
Like High Interest” to the tune of “There's No Busi-
ness Like Show Business.” .

Sandra Sutherland moderated the hour-long pro-
gram.

L - Lom /NS
Sandra Sutherland, a professor at OCC and director of Writers

Ink, moderated the skit session and brought along some jelly

beans as a prop.

Joan Matoney donned her “Tarnak the Magiclan® hat to find an

answer In a safirical skit. She came up with “a 19-plece place
setting.” The question? “What does China signlify to the White

House?*
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Lynne Silverberg told an Oakland Community College seminar that
civil liberties must be guarded or they will be lost.

Saving energy need not

mean spending big bucks

By Sherry Kahan

staff writer

“It is possible to build a house that heats itself for
no more money than a conventional kome,” stated
Jack Kobliska, a selar builder, in a talk at the Ac-
tion Alert seminar at Oakland Community College.

‘Too much money is being spent on high technolo-
gy ways to solve the energy crisis, insisted the lead-
er of a workshop on energy and environment that
was part of the sessions at the Orchard Ridge cam-
pus in Farmington.

Instead, this Lake Orion builder favors making
use of renewable energy sourcgs such as sun, wind,
geothermal, bio-mass and water power.

Speaking with him was Lanny Lenzotti, 2 mem-
ber of the board of directors of Upland Hilis Eco-
logical Awareness Center, who reminded the audi-
ence that it is possible “to spend a fortune on solar
energy if sophisticated equipment s used.”

Both Lenzotti, a master plumber who works with
solar equipment, and Keobliska think a great deal
could be done to save fuel costs in passive ways.

“Using solar panels would be a lot cheaper than
building nuclear power plants,” Kobliska pointed

out.

Lenzotti stressed that each community should
have regulations to allow for passive solar build-
ings. He advised his listeners to present this idea to
their Chamber of Commerce or other local groups
“on which you have a voice.” One of their first

Care AN
Jack Kobliska talked about bullding to
make best use of solar heat.

methods for saving fuel passively is with insulation.
They advise about cight inches of it in the attic.
Storm windows is another suggestion along with a
solar colleclor for heating hot water.
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Fine Traditional Furniture, Gifts and Accessories . . .

- After Sale Glean-Up!

LAST 6 DAYS! SAVE 10% TO 50%)!

Unusually great Savings on Unusually fine Furniture!
One-of-a-Kind, Floor Samples, Discontinued & “As-Is” Items

We'res biawing s S1one- Wide Clean U or 6 MORE DAYS OHLY, vabile v ieshets ot gatfene. for this Eallevon

We'rto auking “Altur-Sats Clainn-Up™ pricees on At
Hickory, Shigh, ste. Eutry 10 Wiggs. wo aro aggging th
s he valuus in overy gallory!

- ALL MERCHANDISE
SUBJEGT TO PRIOA SALE

- IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

= ALL SALES FINAL

+NO LAY-A-WAYS
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18-MILE BLOOMFIELD HILLS « 644-7370
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Toreiture 1 toneeton, € un Al Contury

UBE YOUR VISA,
MASTER CARD OR
WIGGS CHARGE. OPEN
MONDAY, THURSDAY
AND FRIDAY "TIL 9.




