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Evangelicals get fresh start at 1st assembly

By Gary M. Cates
statf writer

The meetings were characterized by
a genume feeling of warmth and

It wasn't the Republican National
Convention, but it did bring delegates
and observers from across the nation to
Livonia, .

The Fifst General Assembly of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
(EPC) met at Ward Presbyterian in
Livonia for three days last week (Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday).

The first convention for the young
denomination, which began in March,
featured keynote messages from Dr.
James Kennedy and Dr. Francis
Schaeffer and day sessions dealing with
denominational business.

“The First General Assembly was a
coming together (for the denomina-
tion)," said the Rev. Calvin Gray, who
was installed as on Tuesday

The singing was enthusi-

. astic, and attendance was high. The

Tuesday night session brought more
than 800, and the Wednesday night ses-
sion attracted more than 1,700 persons.

The day sessions were held in vari-
ous rooms throughout the church, with
the large auditorium being used for the
night sessions. The Rev. Bartlett Hess,
senior pastor of Ward, officiated the
Tuesday night service.

Even though many of the EPC
churches still are involved in litigation
or payments to their former denomina-
tion, little mention was made of the
past struggles.

A majority of the &umated 12,000
members of the EPC belong to congre-
gations which recently left the United

night.

The assembly brought together dele-
gates from the 15 member churches
(including Ward), observers from
congregations seeking to join the EPC
and persons interested in the actions of
the assembly.

Many of the dclegates came from
across the mation, staying at local ho-
tels and homes of Ward members in
Livonia, Farmington and Farmington
Hills.

The churches which left, and those
continuing to leave the United Pres-
byterians, are doing so because of what
they consider the denomination's fail-
ure to affirm a biblical stance, contro-
versy over the ownership of local prop-
erties and the issue of whether local
church boards should be able to have
women elders.

The selected motto of the EPC con-
vention, “In essentials unity, in non-es-
sentials liberty and in all things chari-

Keynoter beckons
the evangelical
delegates onward

By Gary M. Cates
staff writer -

Christians had better wake-up and
get involved in all aspects of the world,
including polities. That's the word from
Dr. James Kennedy, a well-known
evangelical pastor and speaker.

Kennedy, pastor of the Coral Ridge
Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauder-
dale, addressed the first gemeral as-
sembly of the Evangelical Presbyteri-
an Church on Tuesday evening al
Presbyterian Church of in Livonia.

Christians “have retreated into our
little Christian ghetto™ and accepted
“shackles” that the nation's early lead-
ers meant to place on government.

Instead, Kennedy stated, “Christians
need to let their voice be heard.”

“In life the Christian's goal should be
to bring glory to God in every sphere,”
he said to an audience of 845. “Chris-
tians need to let their voices be heard.”

KENNEDY said the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution was meant as
a control of government and should not
be considered a reason for keeping
Christians out of politics.

“The First Amendment does not
teach the separation of church and
state,” he said. “Thomas Jefferson
taught the idea in a private letter.”

He added that today there is much
distortion in people’s minds about the
meaning of the amendment, which he
called a one-way street, written in fear
of the government and intended to re-
strain government.

“If you don't believe this, look at the
press” he said. The amendment puts
limitations of the government, but
doesn’t say anything about limitations
on the press.

“Likewise, the First Amendment
doesn't say anything about what Chris-
tians should or shouldn't do. People
who claim Christians should not be in-
volved in politics have not read the
First Amendment.”

THE SPEAKER also said that Chris-
tians should have more to say in other
areas.

Instead of venturing out into the
world, “we have retreated into our lit-
tle Christian gettos,” he said.

“We have retreated in academics,
music, arts, media and government,”
he added.

“The Christian’s place (in society) is
getting narrower.”

The tragedy, he said, is that church
people are “egging on” this tendancy to !
limit influence.

Kennedy said Christians can offer
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James Kennedy
preaches involvement

their world a sense of purpose, which
many others are missing.

“Because of today's belief in essen-
tialism, mankind is left without a pur-
pose,” he said. “But if the chain doesn't
have a purpose, then the links don't
have any purpose,”

Kennedy charged the members of
the denomination to become involved
and stand-up for what they believe.
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ty,” reflects the recent struggles many
of the churches came from.

“(The assembly made) a very sue-
cinct statement which speaks to the es-

More than 1,700 persons attended the Wednesday-night session of
the Evangelical Presbyterlan Church at Ward Presbyterian in Livonia
last week. They all came to hear Dr. Francis Schaeffer, who came from
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sentials of our faith,” Gray said, speak-
ing of the official actions of the assem-

“One of the highlights was the ordi-
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spent on a qualitying energy conservation method. (Maxi-
mum deduction: $300 tor one residence.) Energy conses-
vation expenditures include such items as Insulation and
other energy-saving components. These “other compo-
nents” include such items s electrical or mechanical
fumace Ignltion systems that replace gas pilot fights,
automatic energy saving ss«-b-ck harmostals, malers
with_cost-of-energy-usage di ing or
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that any of the malerials and/or sqmpmem will continue
to operate lor at least three years.

The ather type of credit is for renewable energy source
expenditures, such as solar panels for your home, or equip-
ment that's designed 1o use wind or geathermal energy. This
aliows you a tax saving of up to $4,000. In this area, the
equipment will be expscted o last at teast five years, Of
coursa, whatever method you choose is subject to various
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nation of six men into the gospel,” said day-night ordination service. '
Gray, pastor of the First Preshylena
Church in Trenton. The six men first
passed an oral examination of their
hxth before being ordained at the Tues-

1
During the assembly another congre-
gation was welcomed into the denomi-
nation.
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. The overtlow portion of the au-

dience !uad to watch him on closed-circuit television.
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WHY FRE E?
Thousands of area residents bave spine
related problems which usually respond to
chiropractic care. This s our way of en-
couraging you to tind out if you have a pro-
blem that coild he helped by chiropractic

care. 1t is abo 0ur wav of auguamnting vou
with our stat and tacilities,

Examination includes a mimmum ot ten
stanclard tests for evaluating the sprne and a

contour analysis photo as ~shown above.
(Does not include xerays or treatment.)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

DO YOU HAVE:
1. Headaches, dizziness
2. Neck pain, tight muscles
3. Pain down arms, shoulder pain
4. Numbness in hands or feet
5. Pain between the shoulders
6. Paintul joints, nervousness
7. Lower back pain
8. Hip or leg pain
Call today for vour free spral examination,
Serving the Community for 21 Years
DR. WALTER S. GROSS
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN
27620 Five Mile Road » Livonia
(3rd Block-W. of Inksier)

L 427-6333 o
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crafted from solid -pine and
finished in a warm brown
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value at this price; but quan-
tities are limited and the
sale ends in one week.
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