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Braggiotti And Bariter

‘Yankee Doodle’ In Many Styles

By MARGARET MILLER

Superb piano music mixed
with good-natured banter were
the fare offered Northville
Town Hall visitors Thursday.

Mario Braggiotti, the guest
celebrity, proved himself a
virtuoso at the keyboard of the
concert grand piano brought to
the Northville High School
auditorium for the occasion.

His renditions of the love-
death music from Richard
Wagner's “Tristan and Isolde™
and especially George Gersh-
win's "‘Rhapsody in Blue’
brought cheers from the audi-
ence of Town Hall women and
Northville High School music
students who filled the audito-
rium.

IN BETWEEN, he earned
some laughs with reminisc-
ences of his musical career
and some musical spoofing.
particularly in an arrangement
of “Yankee Doodle™ as it
would have been played by
Scarlatti on the harpsicord:
Beethoven, who “leaves no
doubt when a piece is finished:
** Chopin with a Yankee Doo-
dle nocturne. Debussy. Gersh-
win and today's Calypso musi-
cians.

The pianist also improvised

MARIO BRAGGIOTTI was advised to “keep your
hands on the keyboard, your eyes on the ladies and your

tongue in cheek.”

on & theme based on four notes
called from the audience, B
flat, C sharp, E and F, and
played a song from the musi-
cal comedy he plans to audi-
tion for Broadway soon.

Area Senators
Back Tax Hike
On Cigarets

LANSING
Observerland's four state
senators. both Republicans and
Democrats. lined up on the
approval side of the four-cent-
a-pack tax increase on cigarets
which will go into effect next
month. The boost will push the
state tax to a total of 11 cents.
Their “ves™ final votes put
the four-cent increase in a
floor showdown March 9 in the
Senate against a three-cent
increase reported out of the
Senate Taxation Committee
several days eartier. The four-
cent approval showdown came
after ‘Gov. Milliken pressured
the Taxation Committee’s
chairman. Sen. Harry De-
Maso. Battle Creek Republi-
can.

The supporting senators
were N. Lorraine Beebe, (R-

Dearborn); Sen. George Kubn,
(R-West Bloomfield); Sen.
William Faust, (D-Westland);
and Sen. Sander M. Levin, (D-
Berkley).

Mrs. Beebe's district in-
cludes Redford Township:
Kuhn's covers Farmington.
Livonia and  Plymouth:
Faust’s. Garden City. West-
land and Canton Township: and
Levin's. Southfield.

The four-cent increase is the
first tax hike this year to off-
set higher state spending. prin-
cipally for school aid. No esti-
mates are being made for the
amount of additional revenue
that will be produced. but
smuggling from states with
lower cigaret taxes and “‘antj-
smoking’’ campaigns are
likely to continue to cut the
revenue levels.

2 Housing Panels
Set Next Week

Two conferences focusing on
proposal for state-wide housing
and building codes and govern-
ment projects to implement
large scale housing construc-
tion are scheduled for next
week.

On Tuesday. March 17. from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. the South-
castern Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG: will
hold a conference at Cobo Hall
i cooperation  with the
Greater Detroit Board of
Commerce.

Featured speaker wilt be
Gov William Milliken

ON THURSDAY, March 19.
beginning with a noon lunch-
eon. the Michigan Municipal
League will hold the second in
its series of conferences.

This one will be at the Ster-
ling “Heights Civic Center for
the league’s Region IV mem-
bers. Oakland. Macomb and
Genesse County. A Plymouth
session was held in January
for Wayne County member-

hip

Featured speakers will in-
clude Fred J. Fechheimer.
executive director of the Gov-
ernor’'s Commission on Hous-
ing Law Revision. and James
A. Roberts. Operation Break-
through director for the state
housing development author-
ity.

Panel discussions spotlight-
ing both local municipal lead-
ers’ views and the views of
league officials will be pre-

i sented.

THE GOVERNOR'S com-
mission has recommended
repeal of the 1917 Michigan

Housing Law and enactment of
a modern state housing law.

Also recommended is enact-
ment of a permanent housing
and construction code commis-
sion with authority to issue
rules for a state construction
code.

These recommendations are
now before the State Legisla-
ture in the form of enabling
bills.

Part of the implications in-
clude attempts to standardize
local construction and matnte-
nance codes to allow more
economical. off-site mass pro-
duction of hausing.

SUCH PRODUCTION tech-
niques are being promoted by
the Federal Department df
Housing and Urban Develng)-
ment (HUD! under its cabinet
secretary. George Romney.
former Michigan governor and
industrialist.

HUD has stated its goal of
stepping up the number of
units of housing production to
meet needs of a rapidly ex-
panding population. needs .it
believes can never be met
under current conditions.

She’ll Visit

Helen Sharp, an admissians -

representative of Green Moun-
tain College in Poultney, Vt.,
will visit Farmiogton, Notth
Farmington and Southfield
High Schools Thursday, March
19 to talk with counselors and
students, She will visit Steven-
son High School, Livonia.
March 20.

The musical. he realted later
during the celebrity luncheon
in Lofy's restaurant in Ply
outh. is based on a bool
ten by one of his
“Born'in a Crowd.™

“It tells about our family
life when I was a boy in Flor-
ence.”" Braggiotti said. “There
were eight children in the fam-
ily and we never had less than
18 at the table — and five or
six dogs under the table.™

HE ADDED that if the mus- '

ical is produced. “hopefully it
will come to Detroit.™

In otfering the Gershwin
music. Braggiotti told his audi-
ence of his meeting with the
great American composer in
Paris.

“My partner. Jacques Fray.
and 1 went to see him when he
was working on 'An American
in Paris.” " he recalled. “We
told him we admired his music
and wanted to meet him.

“He was very nice and in
vited us in to his workroom.
where he had taxi horns all
over the piano. He had us beep
the horns while he played the
theme music he was-compos-
ing. and I may say that’s the
first and only time I've ever
played a taxi horn with such a
distinguished accompanist.”

BRAGGIOTTI also told of
working with Maurice Cheva-

lier, who is “‘now making his
seventh farewell tour.”

“He told Jacques and me
that we should keep our hands
on the keyboard, our eyes on
the ladies and our tongue in
cheek,” he sald.

“That's good advice if you
don't get mixed up.”

Answering guestions at the
luncheon. Braggiotti told the
ladies he practices regularly
with a silent keyboard while on
tour.

“You have to practice an
hour every day to keep in
form and two hours a day to
improve.” he sai

)

ASKED ABOUT the music
of foday’s youth. he com-
mented: .

"It serves its purpose -
provides an outlet and gives
the kids a chance to experi-
ment. And some good music is
coming out of the contempo-
rary form - particularly the
tunes of the Beatles and some
of that from Brazil. .

“We should not discourage
youth from trying something
new - if it’s good it will stay
and if it isn't it will be forgot-
ten."”

‘Halfway House’
Nearer For Kids

The first “halfway house™
for wayward youths of Wayne
County is halfway to becoming
reality, says Wayne County
Supervisor Carl Pursell of
Plymouth.

The Wayne County Board of
Supervisors. meeting Thurs-
day as a Ways and Means
Committee of the Whole. en-
dorsed “without objections or
amendments”™ a plan for
county staffing of the facility
to the tune of $15.000 a year.

A private. non-partisan cot-
poration has acquired a 14-
bedroom house on’ East Grand
Boulevard and wants to bring
to it youths returning to so-
ciety from other detention.

Plans are to transfer teen-
age boys whose homes are in
Detroit from the Wayne
County Child Development
Center in the Northville Town-
ship portion of Pursell’s 26th
supervisor district.

THE BOYS PRESENTLY
work in Plymouth and.North-
vilie and will be able to work
in their native city. They will
be expected to pay $25 to $35 a
month rent to stay at the hali-
way house

Pursell. a Republican. had to
change the attitude of County
Board Chairman Albert Zak, a
Democrat. to win even tenta-
tive approval. With ways and
means: committee endorse-
ment. it's probable the full
board will give the final okay
in regular session.

Pursell simply took the
meeting of his Wayne County
Child Development Center sub-
committee to the 30-year-old
house Wednesday of this week
“to get them motivated.”

Once there he met Zak's
“budget” objections by point-
ing out that the necessary
staff could be transferred from
duties at the development cen-
ter.

Pursell was only recently

appointed chairman of the |

development center sub-com-
mittee. but he has long been
prodding the county board to
take action on the facility.

The center handles 347 child-
ren aged eight lo 19 who are
neither mentally retarded nor
criminally delinguent. but who
have become county wards
because of their dilficulties
with society.

THE HALFWAY HOU
concept has long heen prom-
oted by state child care offi-
cials and has the endorsement
of Robert P. Dickow, voca-
tional director of the center.
and You K. Kim. pyschologist
there.

Such a facility will allow for
a “period of adjustmen,” they
assert.
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the disciplinary atmosphere of
the large. center each day.
while in the halfway house the
youths will have a chance to
show how ivell they can handle
only moderate discipline.
Proyuscq arrangements are
for the county and the corpora-
tion formed by the Boulevard
United Church of Christ to
jointly sponsor the halfway
house. with either able to drop

out on 60 days notice, Pursell
said.

The corporation formed by
the church group bought the
house recently for $20,000, par-
tially with funds :solicited
among various civic and
church groups.

A private foundation gave
$5.000. The Detroit Metropoli-
tan Association of the United
Church of Christ gave $500.

Supervisors
Endorse DST

DETROIT

Wayne County's Board of
Supervisors filled a vacancy
by appointment, endorsed day-
light savings time. and ap-
proved some funding of the
crash program in the Circuit
and Recorder’s Courts this
month.

The supervisors also en-
dorsed a request that the fed-
eral government turn over
Marine Hospital in Detroit for
use as a drug addicts rehabili-
tation center, as urged by the
Narcotic Addiction Rehabilita-
tion Coordinating Organization
TNARCO).

Supervisor Carl Pursell {R-
26th District) and the only
other Republican on the county
board were [the only dissenters
to a resolution adopted oppos-
ing of Judge G.
Harrold Carsweli to the US.
Supreme Court.

The resolution was origi-
nated by Paul Silver of Detroit
(D-District 11) and broadened
on the floor| to include all the
Democrati¢c supervisors as
sponsors.

; DETAILS OF OTHER ac-
tions include:

Albert R.| DeBiasi of Allen
Park was appointed to the Dis-
trict 22 vacancy created by
the resignation of Supervisor
Robert L. Tripp. District 22
covers Lincpln Park. South-
gate and palg of Allen Park.

DeBiasssi 42. an attorney.
was given a 196 vote of the
board over Alexander Z. Petri.
former state representative
and Lincoln [fark businessman.
A third candidate. Southgate
Councilman Gerald E. Laura.
withdrew before the balloting.

DeBiassi said he will seek o

retain the seat in the Aug. 4
primary election

A RESOLUTION urging the
state Legislature to take steps
to put Michigan on dayliight
savings time was adopted
unanimously.

The legislature could either
put the question on the upcom-
ing election ballot or repeal the
present eastern standard time
statute.

The resolution was spon-
sored by Supervisor Edmund
Bizek (D-District 24}, whose
district includes part of West-

THE BOARD appropriated
$40.000 to help finance the cur-
rent six-month **crash pro-
gram” instituted to reduce the
backlog of criminal cases in
Circuit Court and Detroit Re-
corder's Court.

The board stipulated that
none of the money be used for
additional probation officers
and called on the state to pay
for the additional 70-0dd proba-
tion officers needed to meet
state standards.

Local Men

Start Firm

Two Southfield and Far-
mingfon men have formed a
marketing communications
firm, MARCOM. Inc.. to be
located in the Cranbrook
Centre office complex in
Southfield. Principals are H.
Rand Oslund. 29085 Lancaster,
Southfield. and Robert Over-
field. 32462 Sprucewood. Far-
mington.

‘The pair formerly were with
Tom Thomas. Organization.
Detroil. and D. P. Brather &
Co., advertising agency.

BUILDERS CLOSE-OUT — LAST 2

“PAINTED CONSTRUCTION With Aluminum” by Cranbrook Academy of Art art-
ist-in-residence George Ortman is o sample of the artist’s work which will be exhib-
ited in a one-man show in Cranbrook’s Art Galleries April 15-May 17.

Leader Named For 6-Week European Tour

Robert Gregory, 15055 Hub-  spend an additional ten days
bayd, Livonia, has been ap- touring the capital cities of
pointed a group supervisor by  Europe.
the National Foreign Study
Center, Princeton, N.J.

regory, who is drama
director at Clarenceville High
School, will be leading a group
of students {rom his own
school on a six-week tour of
Europe this summer. His
group will be studying English
literature and contemporary
Europe at the British Summer
Study Center at Stratford-
Upen-Avon, England.

The National Foreign Study
Center arranges six-week
summer study programs in
Europe for Americans and
Canadian high school students.
During the program. students
and teachers usually study
either a modern language, civ-
ilization, art . history or cul-
ture for four weeks at a Euro-
pean university or college and

Library Tech
Program Set
At Oakland

A program for library tech-
nical assistants will be held at
3 p.m. Friday, April 3, at Oak-
land Community College's
Orchard Ridge Campus on [-96
at Orchard Lake Road.

A talk will be given by Mrs.
Ruth Braun. placement office.
Michigan Chapter of the Spe-
cial Libraries Association and

Persons interested in the
program are invited to contact
Gregory at 427-8504.
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. Pre-Cut Custom-Built Homes of Distinction

chief librarian for the Detroit 3 NO S,AVE
News who will speak on “The 7 /4% MOP?THS CLOSING | Do finishing
Library Technician in the Spe- Annual | deferred t‘;'UdeTS, work or
cial Library.” . ¢ Percentage | payment f:ye" aét"s
Mrs. Betty Dimitry. assist- Rate plan charges | sub-con
ant professor. of ligrary tech- o points tractor

nology at OCC. will present
colored slides of Oakland
Community College’s library
technician assistance training
program.
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Cville Boosters
Meet March 30

" The Athletic Booster Club
will meet Monday. March 30.
at 8 pm. in the cafeteria at 2.0
Clarenceville High Schaol.

® | Mame -

Acuress
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(313) 6853814
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Glidden’s Famous
LATEX WALL PAINT

WHITE and STOCK COLORS

4 Bedroom Colonials

®4 Sida Brick ® Cavered Porches ® Centrol Foyee ® 1-1/2
Boths,” ceromic tile ® Large Kitchen with Pontry and
Hotpoint Dishwasher ® Custom Cobinets and Vanities
® Farced Air Gas Healing prepared for olr canditioning
&Ft. Doorwall ® Patio ® Plus Many Mors Custom Feo-
res ® low Taxes ® Within Walking Distance of Schoo!
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FRA TERMS AVAILARLE
SALES by W. R HARTMAN REALTY CO.

Open Satoriay and Sanday 16 pm.
TIPTON BUILDERS, Inc.  278-1560

@ ALL FRESH STOCK
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LATEX WALL PRINT
matte tlat

« Soft matte finish
* Smooth, washes easily *
* Dries in 20 minutes.

Phone GA 21000 - KE 3-5600




