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By Richard Lech
staff writer

Local wide-screen television dealers

are finding out that when it comes to
the big game, there is nothing like a big
sereen.

They report that demand is up for
rental of wide-screen TVs in prepara-
tion for Super Bowl XVI this Sunday.
Restaurants, bars, offices, clubs,
churches and just plain homeowners
have shelled out between $450 and $550
per screen for that one day.

The renters range from a Birming-
ham restaurant which has leased three
screens for an extravaganza that will
feature marching bands and ballpark
vendors to an insurance salesman who
will throw a wide-screen Super Bowl
party in his home. The screens range in
size from 50 inches to 6% feet.

“We definitely have had an increase
in rentals,” said Cindy Shanahan of
Troy, manager of Video Alternatives in

The Greek

himself and 49ers

By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

San Francisco will win the Super
Bowl in a high scoring battle with Cin-
cinnati according to Jimmy the Greek.

Big game increases dema

The renters range from a Birmingham
restaurant which has leased three
screens for an extravaganza that will
feature marching bands and ballpark
vendors to an insurance salesman who
will throw a wide-screen Super Bowl .
party in his home.

“T've never seem SO many requests
for rentals” agreed Tim Martin of
Southfield, a salesmian for' Video Con-
cepts in Southfield. “They’ve been call-

Royal Oak. “We started renting in Aug-
ust, and we've been rented out for two
months. For the past three or four
weeks there have ben five, six up to 10
calls per day from people wanting to
rent them for the Super Bowl But
we've been rented out for quite some
time.”

The firm rented out its 14 wide
screens at the rate of $450 per day, Ms.
Shanahan said.

enough, it's been all calls; a lot have
not panned out. A lot of people don't
want to pay that much.”

Video Concepts, which usually rents
out its wide screens at $350 per day,

ing us since September. Strangely

a Super Bowl price of $550 per day,
Martin said. The third one was ren
just this week, Martin said.

BOTH VIDEO firms have rented out
wide screens before, their representa-
tives said, but the demand is much
greater this year — particulary among
homeowners. Despite the high cost of
viewing, for instance, Martin reports
that two of his sets*were rented by
homeowners in the Birmingham-

Bloomfield area,

_ “One fellow won a sales contest at
tis insurance company for selling the
most medical insurance coverage,”
Martin said. “The other is for a group
of doctors. The fact that the Super
Bowl is local is generating a lot of ex-
citement in this town. Geperally, in
years past, we've rented out units for
the Super Bowl, sometimes two or
three. But generally it was for some
group out of one of the auto ‘companies.
1 can't recall any in the home before.
That’s pretty unique, really.”

“We always rent as many as we have
in stock,” Ms. Shanahan said of the big
screens and Super Bowls past. “There's
definitely been an increase this year,
more so for homes than in the past.”
Roughly half of the firm’s 14 sets were
rented out to homeowners.

But most of the area renters are bars
and restaurants which don't normally
stock the movie-size TVs. Jacques Res-
taurants in Birmingham probably bas
planned one of the more spectacular
uses of the big screens. Jacques, which
includes Marvin's New York Deli, rent-
ed not one but three big screens from
World Wide TV and Appliance of
Farmington Hills. The sets will be posi-
tioned in such a way that every seat in
the restaurant will be like sitting on the
50-yard line, Jacques manager William
Fraker of Birmingham said.

“That way, if your neck gets tired of
looking o the right, you'll be able to
look to the right,” Fraker said with a
laugh. -

nd for big screen TVs

To add to the "you-are-there” atmos-
phere, Fraker plans on having vendors
hawking hot dogs, popcorn, ice cream
— as well as Jacques’ seafood — dur-
ing the game. At halitime a mini
marching band and pompon girls will
perform inside the restaurant.

WHILE RENTALS may be on a rall,
however, big-screen sales are just mak-
ing small gains, dealers report. Price is
the big key there. Purchase prices run
from $1,797 to $4,000.

has rented all three of its big screens at

likes

formances in Detroit this week?
“ don't think he'll show,” he said”
Jimmy has a staff which does his re-
search and then he sets the odds based
on their information.

The Greek, a !
and member. of the CBS sports team,
gave his prediction while stopping at
Don Massey Cadillac in Plymouth
Township. Massey loaned him a car for
his Super Bowl stay.

Dressed in a sweater, sports coat and
traditional gold chain, Jimmy loved the
spotlight. He signed autographs, smiled
for the cameras and commented on
nearby women.

Jimmy boasted at length about his
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of his , the .
Greek wouldn't set the odds on whether | -
the auto companies will make a come-

back.

“We're all rooting for them. They
buy 25 percent of our advertising,” he
said. .

The Greek says he likes Detroit, but
he doesn’t think the Super Bowl will be
back at the Silverdome until at least
1985.

Escorting the Greek Tuesday were
ives from the Detroit Chap-

Xing ability. “I
odds. I invented them, nobody had
them before me."”

“I'll set odds on everything but life.
Only the good Lord knows those odds,”
he said.

A salesman getting an autograph for
his son asked Jimmy what the odds are,
for Frank Sinatra making his scheduled

ter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
based in Southfield. |

“Jimmy's done some public service
announcements for Cystic fibrosis. You
know, he lost two children to cystic fi-
brosis,” said Pat Thompson, assistant
executive director of the Detroit chap-
ter.

OUR ANNUAL SALE
STILL IN PROGRESS

LADIES VIRGIN WOOL

FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER
DEARBORN, M1 48216

470 FOREST ST. N
PLVMOUT'? M1 48170
4590440

308 HOWARD ST.
PETOSKEY. M1 49770

SAVE
UP TO

50%

ON ALL MENS AND

SPORTSWEAR
Many ltems Left
NAWROT INC.
PENDLETON SHOPS

23044 GHERRY HILL
DEARBORN, MI 45214
593-4911

147 PIERCE ST.
BIAMINGHAM, M1 48011
6452260
107 N. SECOND
ALPENA, M1 49707

3543860
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- FESTIVAL

JANUARY 24, 1982
Noon to 9 p.m.

TALLY HALL

SUNDAY

FOR BENEFIT OF THE

International Institute

of Metropolitan Detroit, Inc.

If you don't have tickets to !l
on Super Sunday, Janual
the international marketplace at Hunters Square on
Road and 14 Mile Road in Farmington Hills.

e Enjoy Ethnic Dance and Music

® Watch Pre-Super Bowl and Super Bowl
on Big Screen TV

e Enjoy Food from 30 Internationat
Boutiques

® Free Admission

he SUPER BOWL al the Pontiac Stadium
24, the next best place to be is Tally Hall.

Orchard Lake

Come to the Budweiser/Tally Hall Super Sunday Festival for benefit

of the international Institute of Metropolitan Detroit, Inc. The fun and

excitement begins at noon Sunday and runs through 9 p.m. Music,
ntertainment, hig screen ision to watch the Super Bowl, pre-

game and game.

Enjoy a variety of food and refreshment from over thirty international

boutiques. There’s room for 1,000 people at Tally Hall. A seat is

waiting for you, your friends and family. R

The-Super Bowl i$ a festival event! The Budweiser/Tally Hall Super

Sunday Festival is where the action is this Sunday. Make plans now.

BIRMINGHAM STORE ONLY

NAPOLEON'S CLOSET
SUIT & ACCESSORY SALE

All sale clothing & accessories are selected from our regutar winter stock.

SUIT SALE

Reg. from $175 to $190. . . .NOW $129.95
Reg. from $195 to $215. . . .NOW $159.95
Reg. from $220 to $250. . . .NOW $179.95
Reg. from $255 to $300. . . .NOW $199.95
Reg. from S305 to $360. . . .NOW $229.95

N Priges include hmited slterations.

PORTLY SHORT|

excallent slaction

ACCESSORY SALE

Lumited alterations are included on spart coats, outerwear and stacks
priced 25% ofl origina! price. Alterations are at cost on accestories
with a price seduction greater than 25% off original price.

25% to50% OFF
Selected Sport Coats, Top Coats, Jackets & Rainwear
Slacks—Short Rise

15 Ml

- e

50% O . E

0dd Lot Socks & Underwear ot 2
L el

50% to75% OFF

0dd Lot Sweaters & Sport Shirts
.
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SHORT S1ZES ONLY

HUNTERS

_ ' -+ Loehmann’s
.| ORCHARD LAKE ROAD AT 14 MILE ROAD

- - . . - .
. . ! ] ) i = — 3

685 S. Adams - Birmingham  642:5262

Open 10-6 except Fri 10-9. Closed Sun.
MC, VISA & AE sccepted
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