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Bruce Scharfenberg experimented with many fabrics before he found
nylon taffeta for the top layer for his multi-media works which contain
i as wellas of i )

p

By Corinne Abatt
staff writer

Only briefly will the viewer be con-
cerned with what to call Bruce Schar-
fenberg's art.

Whether they're three-dimensionat
paintings, mixed media constructions
or something else quickly becomes a
moot point. Scharfenberg’s works cast
spells. They play tricks on the eyes and
the mind. And that's the fun.

Scharfenberg, a commuter between
Hanover in the UP and this metropoli-
tan area, graduated fror Oakland Uni-
versity in 1972. His family still lives in
Farmington Hills. He returns each
spring to work setting up new cars for

for D'Arcy,
and Masius, Inc.

ONE-WORK in his current show at
Kochipilli Gallery, 568 N. Woodward,
Birmingham, is purely painting on can-
vas in a non-representational style. Not
only is it an impressive painting, but

ey o e

The artist starts with a painted,
sanded canvas, puts &8 wooden frame on
top of it with all four edges of the
painting stretching out beyond the.
frame. .

THE NEXT layer over the paintiig
is a grid of nylon wire secured to the
edges of the frame. To the almost invi-
sible grid, Scharfenberg affixes, in ran-
dom arangement, bits of torn
ldcquered paper which from any dis-
tance at all appear to'be floating in
space in front of the canvas.

The top layer is ‘nglon taffeta
stretched taut to the edge of the frame
and covered at the edges with
dressmaker’s tape. On this surface, the
artist places delicate lacquer paint cu-
touts. These he makes by dropping
splashes and bits of lacquer on another
surface, choosing the shapes be wants,
lifting them and transferring to the
gossamar like surface.

Not only is all this exacting work,
but it involves the use of an assortment

p Schar-
fenberg's background as a painter who
worked in a layering technique. He has
always liked to build up a canvas with
paint and sand it down, softening the
final effect and revealing ghosts of for-
mer layers.

- His new" Arcadian Series” is an ex-
tension of this style with added dimen-
sions.

of with uilikely
which the artist has developed over a -

long period of trial and error.

THESE CONSTRUCTION/paintings
each have a particular aura or mood
about them which evokes a fantasy
world reminiscent of life under the
seas, in outer space, or some mystery
place beyond even these. And one

Staff photos by Dick Kelley

Moving beyond the canvas

It is as if each iayer of a Scharfenberg work opens another world to °
either the future or the past. He often paints a frame within a frame to”|

add to the impression of depth.

doesn't look at them, but rather into
them.

Scharfenberg and his wife, Mattie, a
French teacher, have restored a Victo-
rian home in Hanover, where he also
has his studio, supported by a grant

from Michigan Council for the Arts. He .
is one of 18 Michigan artists who will
have their work exhibited at Detroit In-*
stitute of Arts next summer. His show
at Xochipilli Gallery runs through Feb.

12. g

* Miss Charm’

Representatives of Miss Charm Na-
tional Scholarship Pageant are looking
for young women from Michigan to
represent their city or county in this
year's pageant.

‘The competition runs in five age di-
visions. Little Miss is for the 4-6-year-
old set; Miss Ideal, for 7-9-year-olds;
Junior Miss for those 10-12; Miss Teen
for 13-16-year-olds and Miss Charm for
those from 17-25.

Each contestant will compete in a
private interview, in talent, evening
gown and sportswear categories.

—

is sought

‘There are more than $20,000 in cash,
prizes and awards, waiting to be picked
up by the winners.

Miss Charm is a youth development
program, now in its fourth year with
headquaters in Jacksonville, N.C.

All details will be Sent on request by
mailing a business sized self-adressed
and stamped envelope to: America’s
Miss Charm, PO Box 7246, Jackson-
vilie, N.C. 28540.

Phone inquiries will be taken by call-
ing (919) 455-0038.
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New fashion panel sought by Fairlane Town Center

Fairlane Town Center is searching
+ for 12 talented men and women be-
. tween the ages of 14 and 22 to serve on
the Fairlane Fashion Panel. Those in-
terested in modeling, and who can sing,
dance, play a musical instrument or re-
cite poetry, are eligible to compete for
; aplace on the board.
| The Fashion Panel will produce com-
' plimentary weekly fashion shows in
Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn; par-
ticipate in charity benefits, and will
‘have an opportunity to meet and work
with well-known fashion personalities.
Pagelists also will have an opportu-
nity to take part in self-improvement
programs by select stores in

Elsie Young, tailor, had 3
client who wanted a pick
pocket proaf pocket. In-
trigued, she placed a Want
Ad ofiering a fee for the
best design. She received an
answer from a retired pick-
packet, who refused the fee

Life is like a ladder; every
step we take is either up or
down.

sign that’s in the hands of a
patent attorney.

B bl

BF ChamberlainReal Estate Co

ONEDAY ONLY SALE

All Winter Merchandise

75% OFF

Sunday, January 31st
“1lam.to4p.m.

mswoesaistion)] [QGOOLS

_ ) Juniorsis a size
Girls 4-14 & Pre-teen Juniors is not an age

357-1123 352-7232
N Applegate Square « Northwestern Hwy. at inkster

Our Annual
Back Room Sale

30% w0 15% OFF

Crystal, Pillows, Silk Flowers,
China, Lucite, Accessories, Etc.

through February 6th
All Sales Final

—_—

Gift Shop
29721 Northwestern Hwy. Between 12 & 13 Mile

Applegate S
Mon. - Sat, 105 T oM 3540066

No Charges

and supplied her with a de-{

the Town Center. Each panel member,

who will serve from mid-February
through November, will receive a Fair-
lane Town Center “LeSportSac” fash-
ion tote and a shirt with the Fairlane
logo.

Applications for Fashion Panel posi-
tiops will be accepted through Satur-

AV

. SEMI-
. ANNUAL

Doreen Poters

Tel-Twelva Mall
Twretve bio & Telograph

Mon.Sal. 10-9 Senday 125

4LE
20% - 50% OFF

EVERYTHING IN THE STUDIO

Sofas « Loveseats » Chairs
Lamps « Accessories » Tables

Sale Ends February 28

=" Professional
Interior Designers
Mark Morganroth, ASID
Sanden Rogonman Pam Edwar
fteCorln  Marina Meering

| Sht!rl\Iv
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/ Specia!

SALE
/2 OFF
at the

LINEN LOFT

sust E. nf Telegraph
Birmingham

day, Jan. 30. To eater the competition,
complete the statement “I want to be a
member of the Fairlane Fashion Panel
because. . . " in50 words or less,

Send name, address, telephone num-
ber and completed statement, along
with a recent photograph and a $5 reg-

laple Rd

1

FIT TO BE

DATE:

istration fee, to Fairlane Town Center,
Promotion Department, Management

ity and poise contest on Feb. 13 in the.
South Grand Court at the Town Center.,_

-—

TIED?

LEARN RELAXATION NOW!
‘Fobruary 15t - 6 weeks - 525.00

TIME: Passive Relaxation (Yaga} 600 -
0P,
Active Retasation (Aerobics) 7.15
INSTRUCTOR: Alice Bellie. M A
PLACE:

Birminghars Unrtanan Church

951 Woodward (at Lone Pine Rd }

Bloomliaid Hals

CALL DYNAMIC ENERGIE, INC.
1557150
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Jacobson's

SUPERB VALUES

to make your home beautiful

NobOdY
SWEEPS
ricki

i savings

\ike

This

charming calico styling wilt

NOSTALGIC "TOBACCO LEAF’ COMFORTER
bring the
Early America to your bedroom. Dainty eyelet lace trim
delightfully outlines the “"Tobacco Leaf” center motif.
Made of polyester/cotton in your choice of brown or blue.

look of

Twin.....oooiiieen $220 Queen .............. Rrigd
Fullcooooiiiienae $250 King . $305
. $40
' BIRMINGHAM
| Jacobsons
OPEN THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS UNTIL 9:00 P.M. -




