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Cincinnati

Its restaurants win the Super Bowl of good eating

By Iris Sanderson Jones

speclal wrlter

HEN I THINK of Cincin-
nati, I don't' think about
football. I think of
mousseline of pike, Veal

Pierre, or possibly a salmon filet

broiled in a copper pan and served ona

bed of zucchini.

Cincinnati is one of the most under-
rated restavrant cities in the United
States. Michael E. Comisar, manager
of the Malsonette Restaurant, puts it

“When people think of restaurants,
they think of the East Coast, the West
Coast and Florida. But does anybody

They think about it at Rungis, the fa-
mous marketplace in Paris, where they
pack fresh fish and send it by air every
Dover sole, brill,
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turbot — all stored in the fish drawers
of a special ice box, padlocked and
ready, just outside the restaurant's

They certainly think about Cincin-
nati when they pass out the prestigious
Mobil restaurant ratings or Holiday
Dining Awards. The Maisonette, one of
several area restaurants run by the
Comisar family, has won a Holiday
award every year for 29 years. It earns
Mobil's coveted five-star dining award,
making it the champk:n of city restau-
rants.

But Cincinnati is not a one-restau-
rant town. The city has six four-star
restaurants, according to Mobil, and
lots of other interesting eating places
prized by insiders.

FT. LAUDERDALE sun. ; another way:
e e o TORONTO
Feb.7 FRMI  $189 FROM
Feb.1¢ Faliit  $189  Includes rail. Deluxe lodg- 3 ¥ R
Feh.28 MriR  g1g9  ing at the Sheraton Centre. think of Cincinnati?”
Mar.7 Mull  gjgq - Hatbour Castle, Royal York
Man 28 Aeift The Westin, Plaza II. The West. ser
o A"'"n ::i:' bury, Holiday Inn (downtown), perton
L1 A
e ae i Carlton Inn, The King Edward and mare. day to the
.25 Magrn §189
A W, 4w MONTREAL HockeyWeekend
Mays Myt $1B3  FEB.18/82.ST.LOUIS BLUES
May16 dyni $189 MARCHu/n‘HAKﬁORDWHALEns wine cellar.
Mag 23 Mgt 3189 moyi iher sames avaltabie FROM porson
May30 JweSt?  $189
June 6 Jume H3N2 $189

THE FQUR-STAR restaurants cover
a range of cuisines and are scattered
all over town.

Staff trained by the Comisar family
at the Maisonette played an important
part in the developent of two of them
— the Gourmet Room, at the top of the
Terrace Hotel {which opens off the
Skywalk downtown) and Pigall's on
Fourth Street.

La Ronde, built around a real
carousel, has live music and dancing in
the Carousel Inn Motel off Interstate 75

travel

with its raw seafood bar and fun eat-
ing, as well as two cruise-food-booze
paddleboats. that run_year-round: the
Betty Blake and the Lollipop. He will
put two of his paddleboats on the Ten-
nessee River in Knoxville during the
World's Fair this year.

The Bernstein restaurant that few
visitors hear about is the' El Greco,
across the river in Covingion, Ky,
where Ben and his wife keep a fabulous
collection of pre-Columbian artifacts
on permanent display.

And if you talk about restaurants in
Cincinnati, you must mention the Gold-
en Lamb, Ohio's oldest inn, 20 miles
north in Lebanon, which runs a fine no-
fooling-around 19th century American
table.

AND WHO operates the Golden
Lamb? The Comisar family, f course.
The name is inextricably bound with
good eating in the Queen City area.

Grandfather Comisar came from
Russia with three brothers in the late
1920s. He did everything from selling
newspapers to working in a sauerkraut
factory before opening his first tiny
restaurant.

One fateful New Year’s Eve during
the Depression, a man promised to
bring a dozen people for dinner. When
the party didn't show up, grandfather
decided it was all over. He closed the
restaurant.

In 1932, he tried again, and in 1948
the Comisars opened the Maisonette in
its present location on Sixth Street. A
few weeks later, grandfather died, and
Grandmother Vallie and her sons took
over. Over the next decades, they
courted three chefs — Maurice Goro-
dowski, Pierre Adrian and George Hay-
den.

The 1950s were lean. 1965.was deci-
sive; that’s when they decided to stay
downtown in spite of inner city prob-
lems. Nowadays they run the Norman-
die, irs from the Mai

on Reading Road. The Inn has several
restaurants, including the Cascade, a
family place built around a swimming
pool within range of electronic games
for the kids.

‘Two of the four-stars are in the sub-
urbs: the Heritage, a 20-minute drive
northeast, and Mama Francesca’s, a
20-minute drive northwest.

Mecklenburg's tn the university area
was originally 2 German beer garden.
Two young men converted it to “deli-
cate American cuisine” a few years
ago, with spinach and cheese turnovers,

Golden Lamb; and Chester’s Roadhouse
(it was supposed to be called Charlies,
but Detroit’s own Chuck Muer opened a
Charlie’s Crab across the street.)

BUT THE Maisonette is the best.
There are words for a restaurant like
this: genuine, real, simple, unpreten-
tious, as well as elegant and expensive.

The secret? Michael E. Comisar puts
it this way: “Pay attention to detail. If
small details begin to seem trivial,
then you start thinking that larger
things are trivial, and everything
fails.”

For i on this and other

salmon mousse and walnut-p: black
bottom pie.

Scott Hanely still runs Mecklen-
burg's. His former partner, Rob Fogel,
now oversées the creation of
homemade pasta and northern Italian
foods at a restaurant called Edward’s.

EDWARD'S IS NOT a four-star but it
is a favorite among locals, as is the
Sovereign, with its monthly jazz
brunch, on Price Hill, and the river-
boats run by Ben Bernstein.

Ben owns Mike Fink’s Riverboat,

restaurants in Cincinnati, contact Lois
Smith at the Greater Cincinnati Con-
vention and Visitor's Bureau, 200 W.
Fifth St.

Or just ask anybody on the street,
about the deli food at Izzy's; the chili at
the Empress, the 01d Star of the Sky-
line; the wine-tasting-and-dinner at
Meier's Wine Cellars; the Rookwood
Pottery, a former pottery on Mount
Adams, where they serve the classiest
hamburgers in town, or. . . .
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YOUR INVITATION
TO DISCOVER WINTER
T SEA PINES
ON HILTON HEAD ISLAND “7-

1t's our way of introducing you 10 an exciting
concept in Vacation Ownership — Villashares at Sea
Pines, where you own a period of time in a luxurious
condominium — FOREVER! Contro! your vacation
costs, assure your favorite vacation time and location, and
own a piece of Sea Pines —all for one low price.

Experience how winter can be spent at a world-class
resort — beautiful Sea Pines Plantation on Hilton Head
Island. The weather is perfect for golf and tennis, and the
wide beach is ideal for shell-collecting and bike-riding.

Come spend Valentine’s with us!-AS OUR GUEST!
3 days/2 nights

uxurious Accommoditi

:OUR ISLAND?

| % Full American Plan—FreeDaily Massage — Every X

Resort Facility — Men's and Women's Spas

% RESERVE NOW FEB. & MAHCH{
* Call Toll Free for a Brochure

75 0*

LARRY PASKOW'S

RIS JONES

Michael Comisar smiles with a sample from the wine cellar ar the
Maisonette in Cincinnati.

Bay \lalley inn||

Just 90 minutes away
onl-75 near Bay City

* FREE INDOOR TENNIS TO INN GUESTS o
* FREE CROSS COUNTRY SKI RENTAL ON PACKAGE PLAN

MINI-VACATION WEEKEND TENNIS WEEKEND:
1NIGHT S99 1NIGHT $120 .
2NIGHTS $168 2NIGHTS S169  *

Included are: Deluxe inn room, Cheese and Sausage Board. Champaqne
Cocktails, Dinner Aliowance, Breakfast or Srunch and more

For reservations or more information call Toll free in Mich: 1-800-292- 502&
In Detroit call 313/963-324p

s ad and receive
n the above Pack-

2470 Old Bridge Road

Bring along
Bay City. M1 48706

ages.

317/686-3500
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* Luxurious room

- Cocktail in Hurley's,
our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment
and dancing on a stainless

Mini-Vacations. Minutes Away.

Need to get away from it ali?
And SAVE GAS, jump into
your car and drive to the
Northfield Hilton for a super
weekend fling at an un-super
little price. Go ahead - spoil
yourself. You deserve it.

HONEYMOONING

* Luxurious room

- Battle of champagne

- Entertainment and
dancing in Hurley's

* Indoor pool and saunas
- Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works {or room
servide)

- Free parking

* $75 per couple

H
Tips and taxes are included!

Call 879-2100 for cofor
brochures on our
Unwinder and Hnney

oS steel dance floor
» All-season indoor pool .
* Saunas

Please send me more information about Villashares at
Sea Pines and your complimentary mini-vacation.
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Name * Leisurely breakfast in mooning packaggs.
American Vacation Planners Address o - WIcl_(er)Works {or room - e
718 Notre Dame service) NORTHFIELD HILTON!
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236 - @ City State 7  Free parking 5500 Crooks Rd. at -75
313) 881-0800 - $39.82 per person, Troy, Michigan 48098 +
u 61 Phone (H) 0) : i
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