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GIRL SCOUTS HELP KEEP THE RHYTHM— Scout songs

help when it's time to “pottern” three-year-old Andrea

Fairful. By moving her

arms and legs in rhythm, volun-

teers help improve Andrec’s co-ordination. Moving her

Are The Patterns
€hild’s Growth

These
For A

BY BETTY MASSON

Imagine being glad because
vour three-vear-old child can
Sit up alone.

Imagine being gratefu! be-
cause vour 12-vear-old daugh-
ter has started to talk so you
can understand her.

1t's hard to imagine-—-walking
and talking are taken for
granted by most parents. But
not by parents whose children
have been pronounced “brain-
damaged.”

Until recently there was no
hope for them. no place to go.
They were faced with the pros-
pect of staying at home as a
tremendous burden an the par-
ents ot being placed in an insti-
tution.

Now there is hope.

ANDREA FAIRFUL of
Plymouth and Tammy Nulty
of Westland are two young la-
dies in this area who have
come a long way in the past
vear Their stories are differ-
ent. but the enthusiasm of
their parents is strikingly sim-
ilar,

Andrea. who is 3. was born
prematurely. At the age of a
vear. it became apparent that
she was mentally alert, but
was not progressing physi-
cally. She could not sit up
alone. or do any of the things
normal babies do at that age.

Then her parents. Mrs. and
Mrs. William Fairful. began a
search which ended exactly a
year ago when they met. Dr.
Mary V. McDermott of De-
troit. Dr. McDermott is one of

the few pediatric neurologists
in the country.

TAMMY NULTY, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nulty.
is believed to have suffered a
brain injury at 18 months. She
spent 3!z vears in the Coldwa-
ter State Home and Training

-School

Then her parents noticed
that she was beginning to rec-
ognize them when they visited

er.

So they took her out of the
school and to the Chicago Cen-
ter for the Achievement of
Human Potential for evaulua-
tion. She now lives at home,
visiting the center every (wo
months.

IN THE PAST YEAR, an-
drea has learned to sit up
alone, to climb chairs. stairs
and couches and to crawl. She
is beginning to creep. She has
learned to pick up small ob-
jects.

She also knows her alphabet,
going right through the flash
cards without hesitation. She
recognizes simple words in the
Dr. Seuss books her mother
reads to her. Physicaily she is
at the 18-month level.
Mentally. who can say?

in the year. Tammy has
progressed from the three-
year-level to the six-year-old
level. She has learned to walk
and talk better. She can read
and write. She can tie her
shoes. Her parents have every
hope that she will be able to
attend regular school soon.

These are children once

m. memos|

“Write about the cat,” the girls advised when 1

complained mildly that I hadn’t yet figured out how
to fil} this space this week.

So I will, because I must admit that the newest
addition to our family is proving quite an education
to a.household accustomed to the staid old dog who
left us last summer.

The teenager currently with us couldn’t be de-
seribed as staid or quiet for any more time than it
takes her to cat-nap. .

Any box or bag set down on table or floor is sure
to have a pair of bright eyes peering out within min-
utes.

Ditto for any cupboard door that is left ajar, and
it doesn't matter how full the space is. There’s
always room for a cat.

Any small object, especially the rattling lgim_i'
will quickly be knocked off any table where it is
placed. A pair of rolled up socks or a string of beads
is likely to be carted off to points unknown. [ even
saw a nylon stocking pulled out of a drawer left
slightly open.

But I can't say she isn’t helpful.

She's right on hand when there's a bed to be.
made, a seam (o be stitched or a mixer to be run.
Two of her favorite forms of recreation are pouncing
on pattern pieces when Itry to cut out a firess and
grabbing for the needle when I'm hand sewing.

When she came to live with us, we decided on
surgery that we had heard might make her a more
sedate pet, and at the same time we had her sharp
claws clipped back a bit. .

Our oldest didn’t approve. *You're taking away
all her natural functions,’” she complained. “Yqu
have her spayed and clip her claws and next you'll
be wanting to have her de-moewed." .

1 have no such designs. But {'m not worried
about that cat ever running out of functions.

Margaret Miller

head from side to side is her mother, Mrs. William Fair-
ful, and the scouts are Roxonne Ryon, left, and Linda
Clements, both of Plymouth Codette Troop 500.
{Observer photo by Vince Witek)

called retarded. and in each
case the giant step away from
the confusion of a body and
mind that would not work to-
gether is the Doman-Delacato
Method of “*patterning.”

PATTERNING calls for a
total commitment of the fam-
ily of the afflicted child. a
commitment which both fami-
lies have gladiy made, and for
help from a lot of volunteers.
It means the parents cannot
even get away for a weekend
unless they can find a baby-
sitter who knows the program
exactly.

Patterning consists simply
of moving the child’s arms and
legs in rotation for five min-
utes, four times a day. I
Tammy's case, it takes four
volunteers, in Andrea’s, two,

These movements. which
must be done by someone with
a firm grasp on the arm or the
leg. are an effort to establish
patterns for good neurological
organization, in other words to
improve co-ordination and to
strengthen weak muscles.

Andrea seldom smiles -- her
facial muscles are not strong
enough for this effort. Her
whole nervous system is im-
mature. |

BESIDES THE PATTERN-
ING both mothers spend many
hours in other exercises. Both
mentioned tactile exercises—
letting the child feel different
materials, so their sense of
touch may be stimulated.

Tammy's mother thentioned
tohgue exercises to develop
the tongue muscles. In this
way, her speech has been im-
proved. Both give the children
exercises for eye muscles.

Many hours are spent on
crawling, stomach on the floor,
and then creeping. stomach off
the floor.

BOTH MRS. NULTY and
Mrs. Fairful have found simi-
1ar solutions to the problem of
finding volunteers in asking
for the help of Girl Scouts. The
enthusiasm of the girls has
helped Andrea progress, be-
lieves Mrs. Fairful, - and
Tammy was recently made a
member of a troop. The Girl
Scout songs help maintain the
rhythm of the patterning exer-
cises.

For the daytime patterning,
Mrs. Fairful has the help of
neighbors, and Mrs. Nulty has
received much co-operation
from church groups in West-
land and Livonia. Presently
Newburg United Methodist

[y

Church, 36300 Ann Arbor Trail,
Livonia, is helping o the
search for volunteers for Fri-
day afternoons at 4:30 or 5
pm. One volunteer is also
needed for Tuesday evenings
at6:30.

Andrea loves the water and
Mrs. Fairful is hoping to find
someone who can teach her to
swim this summer.

CARL DELACOTO a psy-
chologist and educator in Phil-
adelphia, started this system
to retrace childhood and pick
up any lost stages of develop-
ment by creeping and crawling
or. it could be said, a step-by-
step development of the cen-
tral nervous system as it
should have happened nor-
mallyy

The other half of the meth-
od. Glenn J. Doman, is the
director of the Institues for the
Achievement of Human Poten-
tial in Philadelphia. He is also
author of the book “How to
Teach Your Baby to Read.”

Dr. McDermott explairs the
problem- as one of ‘‘domi-
nance.” If a child is trying to.
do something with “his right
hand, and the side of his brain,
controlling the left hand is
fighting for dominance, confu-
sion can result, much like the
confusion_caused by a back-
seat driver.

CHILDREN _ with lesser
problems than those faced by
Andrea and Tammy have been
helped by:creeping and crawl-
ing and other exercises. A few
school systems use it in their
classes for retarded children,
and even adults, with difficul-
lies with eye-hand co-ordina-
tion for instance. have been
helped by it.

According to Earl Gibson,
assistant_ superintendent of
. elementary education, the
Plymouth School system is
studying the Doman-Delacato
method. At present they do
use related systems, which
include basic co-ordination
exercises such as rop-skipping
and batancing on planks.

With all they have to do in
caring for their families, both
mothers are still anxious to tell
others abbut their new source
of hope.

“There is a tremendous
need. Parents don’t know
where to turn for help with
chitdren who don’t develop
narmally.” says Mrs. Fairful.

INTRODUCING NEW hair
care concept-- John Redmond
is coming to Crowley’s to
intraduce the “‘Fermodyl Bei-

gian Formula,” a mew treat-

ment for problem hair whict:
the manufacturers say al-
fows a worry-free permanent
wave aljzjzerlectiun in hair
coloring. Redmond will give
free consultations, discuss-
ing with the customer any
specific questions she may
have on hair care. He will
represent Fermodyl Labora-
tories in Crowley's Beauty
Salon, second level, Livonia
Mal), March 19 and 20.

Is Kitchen Queen Here?

The one-dish meal is a ne-
cessity for women who work.

And that may explain why
more than 300 such meals were
entered in the 1970 "Queen of

the Kitchen™ contest sponsored -

for the ninth year by Detroit
Edison Co.

Three of the 10 finalists ei-
ther live or work in Observer-
land.

The winner will be chosen
following a contest cook-off
Thursday. March 19.

LOCAL FINALISTS and
their entries are:

Marion Thomas of Novi. a
sales associate for the Math-
ers, Stevens and Martin Divi-
sion of Real Estate One in
Farmington. who entered a
dish called “Chicken with the
Extra Touch.” Mrs. Thomas
was a finalist in three previous
contests. :

“Penny Puff Pie” is the
dish entered by Ruth Kluth of
34102 Coventry Drive. Li-
vonia. Mrs. Kluth is personne!
programs administrator for
Brooks and Perkins. Inc. of
Livonia

The third prize winner in the
1967 competition. Faye T.
Hinds of 33857 Fountain Boule-
vard. Westland. entered a rec-

Nurses Are Offered Free Refresher Courses

Michigan is looking for
18,000 registered nurses., who
are inactive while hospitals in
the state desperately need
their help.

In order to bring nurses out
of retirement, the Michigan
Employment Security Com-
mission and the Michigan
Nurses Association are offer-

3 Finalists

ipe named "Hat Full O'Hash.”
Miss Hinds is secretary 1o the
controller of Burroughs Carpo-
ration in Detroit!

GRAND PRIZE, in the cook-
off is a deluxe clectric range
and the “"Queen™ will have her
choice of top-of-the-line models
selected from nationally-

known manufacturers. Nine
other appliances will be award-
ed. including a second prize of
a broiler-rotisserie: and a
third prize of a deluxe solid
state blender

The contest is sponsored
annually by the Edison Com-
pany and is open to women

who are employed full time
outside of their homes and who
live in the company's South-
eastern Michigan service area.

Judges for this year's con-
test are: Kay Savage of the
Detroit Free Press; Cyrilla
Ritey of the Detroit News; and
Lee Morray of Lee Murray {
Productions. .

FINALISTS— Marian Ryan (left), heod of Detroit Edison’s electric living divi-

sion,

checks the contest rules with finalists in the Ninth “Queen of the Kitchen” con-

test. Local finalists are Marion Thomas (second-from-left), Ruth Kluth and Faye T.

Hinds.

ing refresher courses in six
area hospitals.

Classes begin Monday
March § iy William Beaurnont
Hospital. Royal Oak. and St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital. Pon-

tiac: March 23 in Providence

Hospital. Southfield: April 6 in
BiCounty Hospital. Warren:
April 20 in Outer Drive Hospi-

tal, Lincoln Park. and May 4 in
Schoolcraft Community Col-
lege.

Nurses may enroll through
the Royal Oak. Pontiac. Mt
Clemens or Wyandotte MESC
branch offices.

MESC Director Williar R.
Ford. explained that under the
Manpower Development Train-

i
ing Act, which provides funds |
for the program. there is no !
cost to nurses who enroll
However, the nurses must be
willing and able to return to
active nursing

To date. more than 707 of !
more than 800 nurses taking '
the courses have returned to -
work.

YOU CAN COVER

ST. OLAIR C.yt/

CUSTOM =17
DRAPERIES

Made to measure

all labor

All prices reflect labor and
matesils included. Order
your draperies where you
purchase your carpet for a
professionol blending of
<calors ond fabrics.

$1%9: .

Call us for
shop-ai-home service

guorante

3 ROOMS of CARPET

LIVINGROOM, HALL, BEDROOM

210

COMPLETELY INSTALLED
OVER HEAVY RUBBER PAD
Based on 30 Sq. Yds. of Carpet
Stop in and see our beautiful

NO MONEY DOWN!
UP TO 3 YEARS TO PAY
All of our installations
ed for the life of the carpet

15th Anniversary Specials.

f very
Polyester Shag by such
famous mekers a3
Alexander Smith, Coronet,
Hollytex, Aldon, Galaxy,

Philadelphia, ~Stephen-Gulisten.

| REMNANTS and ROLL BALANCES

AT ANNIVERSARY SALE SAVINGS

vp o 70% OFF!

—
SPECIAL VALUE
NYLON TWEED

$2%

YD. ;::r
N
[

$4.95 Valve

ST- ELAI n Ca}lfet of LIVONIA

MEMBER DETROIT FLOOR COVERING ASSOCIATION

28040 JOY ROAD, between Inkster
GA 7-1400 or KE 8-1210

SINCE 1955

and Middlebelt
OPEN DAILY 9 t0 9

L] TUESDAY 9 to 6




