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Dick Osgood Leading
Farmington Tax Protest

FARMINGTON
A delegation from Franklin
Knolls subdivision appeared

before the Farmington Town-
ship Review Board on prop-
‘erty assessments last week
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with letters of complaint from
116 homeowners.

Appearing were four mem-
bers-of the subdivision's board
of directors.

Dick Osgood, disc jockey
and president of the Franklin
Knolls association, said the 118
tetters were significant be-
cause there were only about
130 homes in the subdivision.
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BUT THE LETTERS did not
sway the review board much
because the delegation did not
make any headway with their
appeal.

“It is appalting as to the
inequity in the way assessed
valvations are set up,” says
Osgood.

~Qur subdivision as a whole
was right at par, or 505 of cash
value.

“But we showed the board a
random selection of 15-20 home

taken from real
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estate sales files attempting o
prove the inequity in assess-
ing.”

Newer homes are being
raised much more slowly than
older homes in Franklin
Knoils, Osgood says. As an
example, he polated to 2 home
sold for $64,000 in Colony Park:
which was assessed at only
$21,000—or $11,000 below 50% of
cash value.

“'We showed the board many
examples where the assessed
valvations of homes were be-
low half the price the homes
built for but it didn't faze
them.”

REVIEW BOARD members,
0sgood said. took the attitude
that two wrongs don't make a
right and promised the asses-
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Concerning Veterans Benefits
Families of veterans have found McCabe’s book-

and Counly benefits accrue fo a veteran's sur-
vivors. Accurate, yet easy to read, the “Guide”
discusses the nature of each benefit, who is eli-
gible, who may claim, where to apply. Available
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sor would be making changes
in the other subdivisions.

“They, also passed the buck
and told us to go to the school
board ard ask for the millage
rate to be reduced.!

“Yet, ‘even If the millage

rate fs reduced, the inequity
will remain the same because
the township is not assessing
all properties at 30% of market
value. !
“The schools could reduce
the millage rate, but as long as
there are inequities in assess-
ing. there will always be
homeowners paying a greater
share of taxes than others.

“They dida't seem to under-
stand that,” said Osgood.  ~

Osgood told the Farmington
Enterprise & Observer that
the Franklin Knolls board of
directors will be meeting soon
to consider the possibility of
appealing to the State Tax
Commission.

He added it is very probable
that Franklin Knolls will join
with the taxation committee
formed by the Franklin Rav-
ines subdivision.
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GIFT — Newly-organized Explorer Post 223
of Farmington has received first aid equipment
from the women's auxiliary of Zieger-Botsford
Hospital. Dr. Paul D. Lepor (left), the post advisor,
looks on as Mrs. David P. Lucid, auxiliary president,
presents the check for the equipment to Explorer
President Gary Roberson.
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City Supports
Tax Protestors

FARMINGTON
The City of Farmington’s
administration has responded
favorably to a number of reso-
lutions urging governments to
reduce millage levies to offset
rising property assessments.
City Manager John Dinan
thinks it's a good idea ard
reminds city homeowners that
the city has done just that
since 1968.

THE OAKLAND COUNTY
Board of Supervisors has cir-
culated copy of a resoln\ipn

Qakland County Republican
Chairman James E. Defebaugh
recently submitted his resigna-
tion to the executive commit-

Defebaugh has decided to
te ive in

urging al) units
in the county to consider re-
ducing tax miilage rates in
light of rising assessments.

Eariier, Farmington Town- -

shlp trustees passed a resolu-
tion-nrging the Farmington
Board of Education to make

ta

the 65th|District. Rep. William
Hampton, incumbent, has de-
cided not to seek re-efection.

Indicating his plans to run
for Haropton's seal is in con-
flict with the duties of county
an, he vacated the off-
as held since January

Robert Webster, Birming-
ham at{orney, has been nomi-
nated by the executive com-
o succeed Defebaugh.
Webster's name will be sub-
mitted to the county commit-
tee March 24.

Webster now serves the
Republicans as 18th Congres-

sional District Organization ~

Chairman.

every effort to reduce the

school millage rate. !
Also, a taxpayers associa-

tion formed by the Franklin

levy of $9 per $1,000 assessed
valuation.

Dinan said the city contem-

plates further reduction of its
millage rate o offset an in-
crease in state equalized val-
uation.
BUT THE CITY government
accounts for only 177 of the
total tax bill for city residents,
Dinan explains.

Before any appreciable re-
duction can be realized, he
adds, school and county offi-
cials must take similar action.

“We firmly belteve that this
will not be done on a voluntary
basis and therefore certain
positive state legislation will
bave 1o be adopted to protect
the taxpayer.

“It is pleasing to see that
other governmental agencies
are becoming conscious of this
problem,” says Dinan, “but
we still believe it will take

Ravines . has pas-
sed a resolution urging the lo-
cal school board to lower
school millage.

Dinan' reminds city resi-
dents also that the City of
Farmington was one of the
first governmental units to:go
on record as opposing the pre-
sent taxation method when the
council passed a resolution of
protest on April 21, 1969.

The city reduced its tax rate
by one mill ($1 per $1,000 as-
sessed valoation) in 1988, ‘by
another mill in 1969 for a tax

Cub Pack 231 Plans

Annual Pinewood Derby

The annual Pinewood Derby
of Cub Scout Pack 231 of Lark-
shire Elementary School will
be March 20 at the schoo! be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m.

The father-son project pits
the ‘scouts’ wooden cars
against each other in races.
Also planned for the spring is a
candy sale.

At the recent blue and gold
bariquet, Cubmaster Ceri
Dando presented awards to the
following scouts:

Bobcats Dale Frye and Jeff
“Kinjorski: wolves Larry Men-
delson, Scott Gardener. Ronnie
Whitehead, Joe Brown and
Tearl Powell; bears Dana
Rounds, Jobn Crawford. Mi-
chael Lickey and Bill Neil;.

Webloes Dean Schultz, Rick
King, Vincent Pylar, Daniel
Booker, Robert Devine. Tom
Cislo, Rick Seelye. Tom Mur-
phy, Robert Bruce, Tom Craw-
ford, Mark Berchard, Robert
Leonard and David Anderson.

.§qa your gas heating dealer today!

Consumers
POWEr ;

PG-2759-14

state to enforce this
increase in equalized assess-
ments without reduction in tax
rate.”
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Handsomely styled Decorator-
Compact table model Color

TV with vinyl clad metal

cabinet in grained Watnut

color. 5 x 3" Zenith Twin-

Cone Speaker. Telescoping

Dipole Antenna for VHF reception.

$37g %

Full Zenith Quality Performance Features
Your Best Buy in Compact Table Color TV!

27125 GRAND RIVER

2V Blocks East of Inkster Road
REDFORD TOWNSHIP

Phone 538-2516

Genvuine Zenith Parts and Antennas
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FOUNDERS makes furniture for
sunhisticateq people who like simple things

42" table with three 20" ¢
reavos, extends to 102° *299

Founders makes simple furniture of beautiful woods

with clean lines and plain finishes. Highly figured
Mozambique veneers with solid walnut borders and

reversed diamond-matched veneers. Founders makes
fantastic desks, tables, beds and chairs. All with an

unstuffy elegance. And because they're good and
simple, any piece can hold its own anywhere. Even

with a Tiffany lamp. Or a Louis XVI bergere. That's
important. Because many people do not buy

Founders by the roomful; they buy it a piece at a
time. Naturally. it is only to be found in a very good

store. We have it.
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33300 Stocum Drive, Farmington
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Furnishings for Distinctive Homes

2 BLOCKS SOUTH OF GRAND HIVER
OFF FARMINGTON RO&D
Monday, Thrsday. Friday 'til 8 p.m




