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CONCENTRATION—Tim Richardson works~at the
vertical mill, part of the industrial equipment in Farming-
ton High School’s new machine shop. (Evert photo)
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MEN FROM MARS? —Roger Emerson and Charles
Schems are the two incagnito high scheolers disguised in
protective clothing. Students in the machine shop ot Far-
mington High Schoo!, they're pouring molten metal, an
extremely hazardous occupation. The boys are making
usable vises from scrop pieces of row aluminum. (Evert
photo)
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- Will State Bills Help Our Schools?

By EMORY DANIELS
Farmington school officials
are keeping one eye on Lan-
sing and another on tocal budg-
ets while determining how the
local financial condition will

stack up for the next fiscal
year,

‘This cross-eyed condition is
caused by legislative jockey-
ing in Lansing on the much
worked-over educational re-
form package.

AS SOON AS the reform bills
are passed, Farmington school
auditors will rush to the caleu-
lators to figure out how much
additional state aid Farming-
ton will receive,

Once ghe amount of extra

CUTTING UP—Randy Hotz cuts his way through a solid metal block on o
large industrial saw to be found in Farmington High School’s machine shop. Students
frequently corry a process through from raw material to finished product. (Evert

photo)

Lear

ning

Earning

Is Task

Preparing high school stu-
dents for the nuts-and-bolts
business of making a living is
the job of Gary Gray at Far-
mington High. His province is
the industrial arts and voca-
tional education department.

Gray is himself a journey-
man millwright with a bache-
lor .of science degree from
Central Michigan University,
where he majored in industrial
arts. He is working toward a
master's degree in vocational
education at Wayne State Uni-
versity.
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WITH THE completion of
the new high school addition
last year, 4,032 square feet
were devoted to machine shop
and welding.

In planning how best to use
the .facilities, Earl Baumunk,
director of vocational educa-
tion, called in leaders from

WORDS TO THE WISE—John Summers of North Farmington High gets some
about proper operation of a milling mufhme from shop instructor Gary
Gray. The?Farmington High School facility housed in the new addition wilt serve all
Aiabeicb bhink echanis [Euaet nhatnl
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local industries for consulta-
tion.

Members of the welding
craft committee included Wil-
liam Henderson, president of
Detroit_Gas Produets Co.;

" Louis Rosner, purchasing
agent for HML Industries;
Ray Tune, |purchasing agent
for Jackson Products Co.; and
James Manning, manufactur-
ing superidtendent of State
Fabricators.

The vocational machine
shop committee was made up
of Don Greenbury, president
of Arrowsmiith Tool & Die;
Alvie V. Fox, president of In-
dex Manufacturing  Co.:
George Kern, president of
Kern Industries; and Ronald J.
Maonfette, apprenticeship coor-
dinator for Schoolcrait Com-
munity College.

Working with school person-
nel, these committees pro-
duced guidelines for the opti-
mum operation of successful
vacational education programs
in both areas. Relevance and
reality were the results of
teamwork between educators
and active executives.

“We're dealing with people's
lives here,” said Gray. “Stu-
dents from all three high
schools will come here to get
the necessary lechnical and
learning experience in in-
dustrial know-how."

“We do have the additional

help of the ¢ounly vocational
school which is heing built at
Walled Lake.” he conlinued.

“But at bes( it will only be
able (o accept three or four
students from cach of our high
schools.” Iiven with both ac-
tivities availuble. not all of
Farmington’s vacational needs
can be served at present,
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Wins Letter

Russ LaFevre of Farming-
ton was one of 25 Ferris State
College students awarded var-
sity . letters for indoor track
recently. It was the second let-
ter at Ferris for the Farming-
ton athlete.

state aid is known, both eyes
can be turped on the local
school budget for fiscal year
1970-71.

The State House of Repre-
sentatives bas passed a $1.2
billion school aid bill contain-
ing provisions for parochiaid
and sent it to the Senate.

A conference committee of
both houses is now working out
a compromise, 50 it is not
known yet what the final ver-
sion will offer.

But the House version in-
cluded: $1.2 billion total, an
increase of $280 million over

the governor’s recommenda-

tion; $22 million for paro-
chiaid: permission for jocal
school districts to, levy a 2%
income tax providing property
taxes are cut; and an increase
in the state income tax.

DR. RODERICK J. SMITH,
superintendent of schools, says
he has not yet gone into the
House version in detail to see
how it will apply to Farming-
ton. B

Because compromise is ex-
pected, Dr. Smith said the lo-
cal computers won't be en-
gaged until after final passage.
But at this point, without deep
analysis, it appears the House
version will be quite helpful to
the Farmington School Dis-
trict, he added.

Dr. Smith listed two vital
points to any educational re-
form legislation.

““First, there must be a shift
from the property tax to some-
thing else, and the method
mentioned most is the income

tax.

““The ability to pay taxes is
better measured by a person's
income rather than the mere
possession of property.”

Another important point, Dr.
Smith said, is whether the
school bill wilt include paro-
chiaid.

"I have very strong feelings
that parochiaid should not be
made part of legislation con-
cerning public education
funds.”

Parochiaid is dangerous,
Smith added, not only in terms
of breaking tradition but be-
cause it involves the use of
public funds for programs not
supervised or inspected by
public agencies.

It is unfortunate, Smith said,
that legislators have put many
people in the position of having
to choose between wanting
more money for public educa-
tion and parochiaid.

DR. SMITH EMPHASIZED
the need to reform the method
of financing public education
by pointing out that in 1965-66
state aid accounted for nearly
66% of Farmington's total
school budget.

Yet, last year, state aid
accounted for omly 40.52% of
the total revenne received by
Farmington Schools, he added.
Because hudgets have gone up,
Smith said, local revenue has
increased 15% daring this pe-

riod.

“There has been a signifi-
cant change in where the
money for education is coming
from. The state aid formula
itself has decreased the
amount of money we're get-
ting from the state because
our assessments have gone up.

“I'm saying we need a very
definite shift from our depend-
ency on local taxes back to a
greater state participation in
our educational program.

"Yet we shouldn't sell out to
something we don't believe
in" he added, referring to
parochiaid.

Smith was asked how he felt
about Rep. Raymond Baker
(R-Farmington) voting against
the House version.

“I do support Rep. Baker at

this point for voting ‘no’ be-
cause of the inclusion of paro-
chiaid,” Dr. Smith said. .

BAKER TOLD THE Far-
mington Enterprise & Ob-
server he voted no because of
the parochiaid provision, but
other factors were involved.

“I'm not in favar of financ-
ing two schoo) systems,’"
Baker says, “acd do not think
a second system should be fi-
nanced at the expense of public
taxpayers.”

Both state and federal con-
stitutions require a public edu-
cational system, Baker added,
and it is this system on which
legisiators should concentrate
their efforts.

Baker said he was concerned
too that the bill contained-$280
mitlion more than the gover-
nor's recommendation. The
extra money must be raised
from some level, he added,
and one of the bilis calls for an
increase of 0.9% in the state
personal income tax.

“I'm not in favor of passing
more taxes onto the gemeral
public o the form of an in-
come tax at this time.”

Baker said that although the
bills upgrade programs for
some schoal districts through-
out the state, the same is not
true for Oakland County.
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IF THE HOUSE version
passes as written, Baker ex-
plained, the Oakland County
Intermediate District would
have to downgrade some of its
programs,

An example he cited is the
county special education pro-
gram which would have a di-
rect effect on Farmington and
Clarenceviile schools.

Baker said the county Inter-
mediate District would be
much opposed to the House
version, even if it did not in-
clude parochiaid.

=

by

4%
5%

5%%
5%%
Th%

new

Annual interest is compounded daily on new DAILY INTEREST Passbook

Savings Accounts.

Annual interest Ts compounded daily on our 90-day maturity $500 Time-
savings Passbook Accounts, And $50 additions can be made anytime.

Annual interest is compounded daily on new one-year ‘maturily $1,000 or

more Cerlificates of Deposit.

Annual interest is compounded daily on new two-year maturity $1,000 or

more Certificates of Deposit.

Annual interest is compounded daily on new ane-year $100,000 or more

Certificates of Depasit.

Don’t be fooled

high interest claims.

Livonia National Bank pays the maximum annual interest
rates allowed under new Federal regulations. But here’s
where the similarity with most other savings plans ends.
At Livonia National, interest is also computed and
compounded continuously to give you MAXIMUM EARNINGS.
Choose the Livonia National savings plan that's best for

you and bank your money for all it's worth.

Open Mon. thru Sat, ‘til 4:30 P.M. ... ‘til 6:00 P.M. Fri.

Livonia NationaL BANK

7 Offices to Serve You / Phone 421-8200 / Member F.D.L.C.
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