Zfarmmgtnn GObgerver

Volume 93 Number 37

Thursday, February 18, 1982

Farmington, Michigan

. 52 Pages

Twenty-five cents

Weight test never performed on fallen roof

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staif writer

City officials failed to order a rou-
tine weight test last year on the Farm-
ington Hills City Hall roof which re-
cently collapsed.

The test, considered standard proce-
dure by roofing contracters, is designed
to determine how much weight a struc-
ture can support.

However, representatives of three
firms contracted last year to add a sec-
ond roof to-correct heat loss and leak-
ing problems at City Hall say the check
was never requested by the city.

“The recommendation I made was
that an engineering firm be employed

to measure the loading capacity,” said

’x‘heoreuoauy. there is a' 30-pound-

William Strand, technital
lor Rmﬂng Industry Pramohon Funds,

service
oad " he added.

“Ohkusly. no check was made. The
roof collapsed because there were two
roofs on a building that couldn’t sup-
port the weight.”

“Tt definitely wasn't up to code and
they should have caught that, added
Strand.

“I DON'T KNOW that they would
even know how to (conduct a weight
check) or that anyone would know how
to, although I suppose they could have
computed the weight,” said City Mana-
ger Lawrence Savage.

Board choice
causes rift

at city hall

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

A gatfe by F:

Hills Magor

“IF PEOPLE are interested, they
ought to indicate their interest to.me.
I'm the mayor,” said Burwell. it's my
ility to go out and hustle.”

" Jack Burwell in not notifying the vice
chairman of the zoming board of
appeals he would be replaced has
caused 2 political stir among city n{!x-
cials.

Jack Burwell

‘I people are
interested, they ought
to indicate their
‘interest to me. 'm the
mayor. | don’t think it’s
my responsibility to go
out and hustle.’
-— Jack Burwell
Hills mayor

John Tesner, a real estate broker,
was replaced by zoning board alternate
Kathy Egypt at last week’s council ses-
sion. Egypt is a staunch political sup-
porter of both Burwell and former
Mayor Donn Wolf.

But Burwelil denies Egypt’s appoint-
ment was made on the basis of politics.
He said he was under the impression
“Tesner was leaving town, or wished to
resign.”

In past years appointees to boards
and commissions have received a
phone call or a letter of inquiry asking
whether they wish to be reappointed.
Such a courtesy was denied Tesner.

Burwell claims that all board ap-
pointees who contacted him weré reap-
pointed.

Zoning chairman Jim Ellis contacted
Burwell by letter indicating a vacancy
was upeoming.

“I took it to mean that Tesner was
leaving the position for some reason, or
I heard a rumer to that effect,” said
Burwell.

BUT TESNER denies he ever indi-
cated to anyone that he wished to leave
the zoning board. He was elected vice
chairman this past summer.

He did talk with Ellis about reap-

indicating he was i
in continuing on the board, he said.

“I don't think this has ever happened
before on the zoning board, Normaily,
people go out with some sort of ack-
nowledgement or recognition for what
they have done. I never heard from the
new mayor, Burwell, or Wolf. I never
head from a soul,” said Tesner.

He refused to speculate on whether
Egypt's zppamtment was politically

It is thi of Building
and Zoning Superintendent Richard
Miller to maintain the roof, and it was
Miller who dealt with engineers and
builders when the roof was put on, Sav-
age said.

"According to Miller, a_ weight test
was waived because “qualified people
were selected and they more or less re-
constructed the original roof.”

Bill Hamilton, of Hamilton Roofing
Co. in Flatrock, hired to do last year’s
construction, said a weight check
should have been done by Neyer, Tiseo
and Hindo Ltd, the engineering firm

contracted by the city.

“We just did the work according to
specifications,” said Hamilton. “I
thought a test had been done by Neyer.
Weight checks are the responsiblity of
an engmeenng firm, not the contrac-
tor.”

Hamilton opposed the addition of a
second roof in the first place.

“It's much cheaper than tearing off
the original roof and rebuilding it, but
it adds too much weight to a reof. You
get a better roof job when you just
start over,” said Hamilton.

“I'm not surpr sed the roof col-
lapsed, considering that added weight
plus the snowfall.”

Hamilton estimated a $10,000 sav-
ings was realized by installing a second
roof.

Neyer Roofing manager Mike
Mathers disclaimed responsibility for
the weight test, saying Neyer was con-
tracted to operate for inspection pur-
poses only.

“A weight check is something the
roofing consultant should mention and
the owner should think about,” Mathers
said. “All we did was verify that the
city got what it paid for in accordance
with plans and specifications.”

CNA Insurance, Farmington Hills'
insurance carrier, will cover the cost of
reconstruction minus the $1,000 de-

ductible, even though the weight check
was overlooked.

“There’s nothing in the policy that
would exclude that,” said Frank Clap-
pison of CNA’s Farmington Insurance
Agency.

“We have to pay the loss, peried. But
if something was done erroneously, we
may look to recover costs from the
third party.”

There's always that chance if fault is
found with one or several contractors,
agreed CNA Senior Claims Representa-
tive Henry Vili.

If negligence is established, CNA will
present a claim to the insurance com-
pany of the responsible firm, he said.

Bringing a message

National leader of Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (MADD) Carol
Lightner came to town this week to speak out against what she feels
are too lenient drunk driving laws. Her appearance on WXY2’s Kelly

RANDY BORST/staff photographer

and Company brought out many area residents who plan on forming
branches in this area. To read more about their efforts, please tutn

to Page 3A.

only “draw
your own conclusions.”

Councilmember Jan Dolan called
Tesner following Egypt's appointment
to tell him the council had been una-
ware of his interest in reappointment.

“IN THE past, appointees have been
called and I assumed that was done. If
it’s not done in the future, there’s going
to be more questioning at the council
level,” said Dolan.

“I would like to see the city operate
up front,” she said.

Burwell lauded Tesner for the job he
had done on the beard, but said Egypt
is highly qualified and he doesn’t regret
appointing her.

“She’s an extremely eager, hard-
working girl and has served conscien-
tiously as an alternate,” he said.

Tesner has lived-in Farmington Hills
since 1967. He is unaligned politically
with any of the local factions. He was
appointed three years ago after send-
ing in a resume expressing interest.

Calls them inhumane

Students map strategy

Reagan cuts spurs mobilization

By Steve Barnaby
editor

them know how Michigan residents feel

about the proposed cutbacks, says ~

A University of Michigan law stu-
dent is organizing a statewide petition
drive to protest President Ronald
Reagan’s proposed cuts in student aid.

Nicky Balberman, 24, of Farmington
Hills hopes to rally students and educa-
tors at the state's major universities to
gather 500,000 signatures on petitions
objecting to more than a $1 billion cut
in federally guaranteed loans.

The petitions will be sent to Michi-
gan's congressional delegation to let

Approximately 60 percent of stu-
dents at both the University of Michi-
gan and Michigan State University
receive some kind of financial assist-
ance, according to education officials.

The students hope to gather the sig-
natures within three to four weeks.

“We really think we can get it done,
A lot of students are beneficiaries,”
says Balberman.

The petition drive will coincide with

Brodhead fights cutback to disabled

Congressman William Brodhead, D-
Detroit, has introduced a bill to reverse
a ruling by the Social Security Admin-
istration which would cut off Supple-
mental Security Income payments to
thousands of aged, blind and disabled in
Michigan and throughout the nation.

As of Feb. 1, the administration be-
gan a new practice of cutting off any
future checks to recipients- who owe the
government money because of past
overpayments.

These overpayments may be the re-
sult of government error or innocent
mistakes by the recipients. The, SSI
program provides assistance to aged
blind and disabled persons with mini-
mum income and assets under $1,500
($2,250 if a married couple).

Under this new practice, ali checks
would be withheld until the recipient
repays the full amount of indebtedness.

“I can't conceive of a more inhumane

1y 2nd heartless policy than to cut off this
gminimum assistance to the aged, blind.

and disabled. For many people, these
checks are the only things that prevent
malnutrition and great suffering dur-
ing a hard winter,” Brodhead said.

“If that is the policy of our govern-
ment, then we need to change it — and
change it fast.”

Under Brodhead’s bill, the SSI checks
of people who had received overpay-
ments due to government error or inno-
cent mistakes could be reduced by no
more than 25 percent until the indebt-
edness is repaid.

“The Social Security Administration
has always allowed these debts to be
repaid gradually in the past,” Brodhead
said. “I believe this is the only policy
which makes any sense.”

‘There are 41,000 SSI recipients in
‘Wayne County and 1,500 cases-of out-
standing overpayments in that total.
1t's estimated that Wayne County over-
payments amount to $80,000.

Brodhead said that he would seek.

speedy action on his bill and that he'

had written to the Social Security Ad-
ministration asking for a delay of the

new debt collection pfaclice at least
nnlil the bill has been acted upon.

Man’s body found
on Halsted Road

The body of Albert Dumka, 18, of
Wolverine Lake was found by a friend
near Bonaventure Skating Center on
Halsted Road near Hallwood Court in
Farmington Hills at 12:30 p.m. Sunday.

The friend, who had accompanied
Dumka Friday night, began a search in
the area Sunday after attempts to
reach Dumka during the weekend were
unsuccessful.

The two were together until 1:30 a.m.
Saturday when Dumka's friend left the
location, Farmington Hills Detective

Gary Hawald said.

Results of an autopsy are expected in
four to six weeks when toxicology re-
ports will be complete, according to of-
ficials at the Oakland County Medical
Examiner’s office.

“There are no marks on the body in-
dicating foul play, nor do we have any
reason to believe he was in bad health,”
added Hawald. “Exposure was an ele-
ment, but the investigation will be
pending until we hear more from the
medical examiner.”

a letter-writing campaign also
launched by University of Michigan
students. Both drives will revolve
around a “lobby day” in Washington in

March when students and educators -

will plead their case before legislators.

“WE WILL BE concentrating in high
student/teacher areas for signatures,”
says Balberman. Beginning this week-

- end, petitioners will be at Wayne State

University, Michigan State, Michigan
and the University of Detroit.

All of these universities have large
graduate student enrollments, the col-
lege population which many experts
believe will be the most effected.

Nearly haif of this country’s gradu-
ate students receive guaranteed stu-
dent loans.

Although several programs are in-
volved in the proposed cuts, the one
which will have the biggest impact in
suburban areas will be the Guaranteed

Nicky Balberman
Student Loans (GSL). Many of these
loans go to students from families with
incomes of more than $30,000 annually.
The Reagan plan would tighten up fi-
nancial guidelines and require the
loans be taken out at the going com-
mercial rate.
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| WANTED TO SELL
MY CAR FAST

And she did!
Carolyn Walsh wanted 1o sell
her '77 Honda fast and still get
the most for it.
One ad in the Observer &
Eccentric Classifieds and her
car was sold! —
One call :
does it ali!

o

591-0900

Use your MasterCard or Visa




