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moral perspectives

Rev. Robert Schaden

Why not a class on
comparative religions?

The battle over how creation came
to be seems to be generating no less
ignorance and emotion in some circles
today than it did when Darwin's mon-
keys were first taken to court.

Apparently there are any number of
people to whom it has not occurred
that the evolution of creation does not
rule out'a God any more than a God of
creation rules out evolution.

There are those who cannot accept
even the possiblity that God could have
chosen an evolutionary process for the
creation of the universe. Others find
the very possibility of God’s existence
an affront to their empirical mindset.
The one group will insist that every-
thing in the Bible be taken literally,
while the other relegates anything of
faith to the world of fantasy.

IF WE ARE PRONE to assign a lit-
eral interpretation to all that we read,
we may do well to allow God the privi-
lege of using poetry to speak a message
much larger than our human phraseol-
ogy could possiblly convey.

1 sometimes wonder what the des-
cendents of rigidity will do with the
sports pages of our own time when they
are dug- up 5,000 or 6,000 years from
now. The words will be perfectly clear:
“Birds Murder Tigers.” With no knowl-
edge of baseball, that sport of the an-
cient 20th century, a literal interpreta-
tign will leave them no choice but to
conclude that there were some pretty
vicious birds in the skies over Balti-
more.

If we find ourselves on the evolution-
ary side of the aisle, we might also do
well to check out our own rigidity.

For some of us, theory can take on
the cloak of dogma with all of the
rights, priveleges and smugness that go
with setting ourselves up as gods. In
doing so, we become more dogmatic
than the dogma we reject.

AND SO THE ISSUE of the “how” of

creation can generate more heat than
light. Even the terminology tends to
cloud the controversy.

By simplistic definition, for example,

evolutionists are presumed by some to .

be aetheist or agnostic. Equally mis-
leading is the tendency to put all who
hold for creation by a supreme being
into one category.

Just as there are variations to the
theory of evolution, many of which
leave room for a divine ereator, 50 too
there are a variety of inter

For Church Directory Advertising
Please Call 644-1100 Ext.

Information
200

*/THE COVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH
Sa50 waste R w Srcomielaicn 48033
D ss-0100
2 N} o:45e.m-CruRCH SCHOOL. 11:00 a.m:
'WORSHIP SERVICE
6:30 pm.: EVENING SERVICE

WEDNESDAY EVEMING FAMILY NGHT
S P.NL: Dinnac + 7 P.AL: Clanoss in Art, Drama & Bibie
+8 PAL: Sanior Cholcr Rehearssl ~

Ministers: Rev. Nicholas Titus and Rev. Edward Libby
9

©Orchard United
Methodist
30450 FARMINGTON ROAD
Batween 13 and 14 Mile Road
626-3820
MORNING WORSHIP
:30 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY
%30 AM & 11 AM

Jsmes F. Thomas

among scripture scholars of the Gene-
sis account of creation,

‘The issue is more than theoreucal,
with the courts once again being asked
to rule on what we can teach in our
schools concerning our origins.

Some are insisting that only the theo-
ry of evolution be taught, while others
are just as adament that a literal inter-
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pretation of the G tory be taught
in the same science classrooms.

They believe it is only fair that God
be given equal time. This, of course,
presumes that God is cheated by evolu-
tiopary theory. It may, however, be
true that in ruling out exposure to a
story so basic in a Judaeo-Christian

culture as the biblical account of cre- *

ation, we are cheating the students.

TO DENY the theory of evolution a
platform in the academic arena would
be to diminish and manipulate educa-
tion. However, it would seem that stu-
dents are equally the losers in schools
that cannot provide them with an expo-
sure to the widely held religious views
of their own society.

Perhaps a science curriculum is not
the place for such exposure. Maybe our
isolationist approach to subjects taught
deserves further scrutiny.

In any case, a well-taught course in
comparative religions would seem
more than appropriate in our pluralis-
tic society.

What are we afraid of anyway?
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Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn is
exhibiting for the first time the first
production mode! of the 1958 Edsel, a
turquoise and white four-door hardtop with a
410 cubic-inch engine. The Edsel, which
became notorious for its failure to sell after a
intensive marketing campaign, had been
intended for young executives and middle-
income families, The display car was a gift to
the museum from Ford Motor Co.

Edsel
on
display

Free booklet offers
help for consumers

It’s there, handy. That's why the tele-
phone is so useful when you have a con-
sumer complaint or question. There are
times, however, when help is not avail-

able locally. That's when toll-free 800

numbers can offer you no-cost infor-
mation at your fingertips.

The U.S. Office of Consumer Affairs,
the American Telephone and Telegraph
Co. and the federal Consumer Informa-
tion Center of the General Services Ad-
ministration have developed a pocket-
sized booklet listing many of these toll-
free numbers for federal and state con-
sumer services. For your free copy of
“Direct Contacts for Consumers,” send
your pame and address on a posteard
to the Consumer Information Center,
Dept. 599K, Pueblo, Colo. 81009.

To find out about cars, call 800-424-
9393. The National Highway Traffic
Safety;Administration Hotline will pro-
vide information on motor safety re-

calls, handle complaints about safety- -

related vehicle defects, and receive re-

ports about vehicle safety problems. It
does not accept complaints about war-

fanty. or service problems unless they
relate to safety complaints,

The Internal Revenue Service hasre- -

4 gional and district offices that can pro-

O vide - copies of IRS publications and

forms, and will answer questions relat-
ing to federal taxes. These offices can
be reached by dialing either a local or
toll-free number. To find the appropri-
ate number for you, consult the tele-
phone directory under the “U.S. Gov-
ernment” listing.

Are you interested in alternative
methods of heating or cooling your
house? Call 800-523-2929 to reach the
Conservation and Renewable Energy
Inquiry Referral Service for non-tech-
nical information on solar, wind, and
other heating and cooling technologies,
energy conservation, and alcohol fuels.

If you are thinking about starting a
small business, the Small Businesss Ad-
minstration has a toll-free number you
can call to get publications on starting
a variety of buisnesses.

To learn about other available ser-
vices, send for a free copy of “Direct
Contacts for Consumers”. At the same
time, you will receive a free copy of
the Consumer Information Catalog.

Published quarterly by the Consumer -

Information Center of the General Ser-
vices Administration, the calalog lists
more than 200 federal booklets on top-
ies from automabiles to money man-
agement to housing,
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