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“Versatile

-In-# recent interview at his home,
Boucbard explained, “Gail & Rice is a
creatise agency that basically has two
divisions,’ a creative de] ent that

doeswriting and photographic work for _ tive

different areas of industry, and the en-
tertaibment division where I work. Our
maimemphasis is on industrial shows.”

Bouchard works ss agent and show
production

“Gail & Rice represents the clieat,
rather than the talent,” Bouchard
“We're a nationwide company, even
though we're known for booking bands
at weddings and country clubs. We
booked all the entertainment for the
Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island, db’s
Club (now closed) at the Hyatt in Dear-
born, and even hotels in Nevada.”

GAIL & RICE has been in business
for more than 50.years. The men at the
top of the entire organization are Al
Rice and Max Gail Sr., who is now on
the board of directors.

Bouchard has always had a split per-
sonality as far as his interests are con-

" cerned. On one side, -he wanted to be
involved in the exciting world of musie,
and on the other he wanted the security
of a business life.

With .Gail & Rice, Bouchard has a
home where the two aspects of his per-
soality combine to make a well-round-
ed and satisfied individual.

“That's the thing I like about Gail &
Rice,” he said. “T'm still involved in the
entertainment business without giving
upa normal lifestyle.” .

who grew up in Birming-
ham, graduated from Groves High
Schootin 1970.

harbm evu'praunlwefarmn-

“I STARTED plaging gnnar when 1
was in third grade,” Bouchard sai

took lessons for about two weeks, but
they weren't teaching me what I want-
ed to leamn. I wanted to sound like the
Beatles. I've been in bands since junior
high school, like the Heard of Birming-
ham, and I played in clubs in East
Lansing during college.

“The turning point in my music ca-
reer was in 1975 when I met singer-
songwriter Kenny Loggins at a hotel in
Las Vegas, when he was still with Jim-
my Messina. We got to be good friends,
and through our friendship came our
collaboration on such songs as ‘Now
and Then' from xumy's Reep the Fire'
album.”

“Ilearned a lot from him,” Bouclurd
said. “He’s very well in the
music business. Just in the last couple
of years he’s written songs with Steve
Perry of Journey, Michael McDonald
of the Docbie Brotbers and Liodel
Richie of the Commodores.

“He also wrnte ‘1 Believe in que for
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The musical revue “Oh, Coward!”
presented by Crossroads Produc-
-tons, Ltd., and the City of Soutk-
Jield muﬁbmuawpm Friday-Sat-
urday at the Southfield Parks and
Recreation Building. Admission is
85, with special rates ]n-r groups,
students and senior citizens.

Bloomfield Township home.

the sbundtrack of the movie ‘A Star Is
Born' with Barbra Streisand. I was on
the road with him for a while, singing
background vocals and playing percus-
sion. The last show I did with him was
at Pine Knob during the summer ol
1980.”

Bouchad said he and Loggins bave
written other songs together that ha-
ven't been released.

“I LIVED the music to the fullest,”
he continued. “During the recording of
‘Keep the Fire' one week, we went to

. parties every night. We went to a party
at Rod Stewart’s house, and the night
after that we cglebrated. the Fourth of
July at Stevie Nick's house.”

8ing with ope the top performers in the
country.

“ don’t miss it though,” Bopchard
said. “Td rather have a pormal life-
style with my wife. I had the chance to
live and work in both California and
New York, but I wanted a consesvative
mAdwstem ].llestyle.”

¢ Bouchard painted to a “Home Sweet
Home" naedl:polnt on the wall and
said, “That saysitail” -
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Bouchard, 29, has been married to
his wife, Kathy, for a year and'a half.
He has found all the perfect ingred-
ients. He has had the chance to live out
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serves tea and cookies at the intermis-
sion. How fashionable can one get?
But this show's troe strength lies in
unnsually strong combintion of tal-
ent. Director Laurie Logan, herself an
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‘Oh, Coward!”
brightens stage

review i

accomplished stage and screen actress,
has assembled an excellent trio of per:
formers with broad professional expe~
rience.

- Smsan Borofsky, Richard Buzinski
and Gary Dirda sing and dance theic
way through Coward's tortuous music
and Ms. Logan’s snappy choreograpy;
with style and barely a pause for
breath. The voices are strong, clear
and wide-ranged. They take naturally
to the individual colorations of each

80ng.

Much credit is due to musical direc-
tor Aaron Hunt, who also provides pi:
ano accompaniment. Of special note
are Ms. Borofsky’s rendition of a haunt-
ing street ballad “London Pride” and
Dirda's zdny parody of a South Ameri-
can dance number “Nina.”

RICHARD BUZINSKI seems at
bome ip the role of the urbane, worldly-
wise commentator on the life and
times of Noel Coward, but even be is
turned loose at last in a wicked tale of
the widowed “Mrs. Wentworth-Brew-

The weaknesses in the show seem to
have arrived with the scripts. Don’t ex-
pect the same smooth continuity found
in musical comedy — that is not part of
musical revue format. But “Oh, Cow-
ard!” seerns worse than most at leaving
the audience behind, as it skips from
song to sketch to dance.

-Blackout sketches clump together

- like afterthoughts. Songs seem to a
rive on an' up tune, then down tung
schedule. And after some of the really
beautiful music that precedes it, the
finale seems almost anti-climactic.

1t is fortunate that the cast is as win-
ning as jt is, for Coward’s sharp lam-
pooning makes his affectéd, haughty
characters almost as annoying onstage
as they would be in real life. They take
getting used to. .
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