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First commandment
means today’s idolatry

“You shall have no other gods.”

It’s the first of Ten Commandments
in our Judeo-Christian heritage.

Martin Luther said we should think
about it every day, that we should ask
ourselves the questions it raises, that
we should be guided by what it says.

Some have suggested that it is a uni-
versal truth, that all would recognize
its intent, that all would know what it

means.

Beyond what Luther said we should
do with it, and how some have given it
a universal status, the commandment
offers a strong indictment to the prac-
tice of religion in the United States. Ei-
ther we will have to stop claiming our-
selves as a God-fearing people or
amend our definition and practice of
religion.

AN IMPORTANT function of the
First Commandment is to excise idola-
try. According to Lutber, “A god is that
to which we look for all good and
where we resort for help in every time
of need; to have a god is simply to trust
and, believe in one with our whole
heart.”

1t is the confidence and faith of the
heart that can turn money, or power, or
honor, or nation, or security, or nation-
al security or anything into God.

What we do in this world is deter-
mined by what we believe. The activity
of each human being is the unfolding of
his or her relationship to his or her god.
What we decide to do is primarily
based on what we acclaim as god.

THIS POTENTIAL for idolatry is
not peculiar to us. Early in the history

Kosher pop available
for Passover season

Coca-Cola Bottlers of Detroit has be-
gun production of kosher Coke and Tab
in preparation for Passover, which be-
gins April 8.

Sanitization of the mixing and stor-
age tanks to be used in the production
of the kosher Syrup prepa-
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the wishes of the people to constructa -
golden calf as the object of their wor-

ship.

I}x): subsequent times, it was called
Mammon, but the confidence and faith
of the heart remained fixed on the

When Dietrich  Bonhoeffer chal-

ership in a radio broadcast in 1933, he

called it a quest for ultimate power and
so the idolary was identifted.

In 1973, at the annual National Pray-
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Mark Hatfield warned about the dan-
ger of “misplaced allegiance™ and
“outright idolatry” in our nation’s fail-
ure to distinguish between the deity of
a national folk religion and the creator *
of heaven and earth who incorporates
judgment and grace in the exercise of
Hislove.

I'M NOT advocating the return of
the Ten Commé to the class-
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room for study and learning, nor am I
suggesting that we need more of that
“old-time religion.” The past record of
either practice is not that exemplary or |
noteworthy.

But we need to remind one another
constantly of our natural inclination to-
wards those beliefs and deeds that
serve only our self-interests at the ex-
pense of others.

The ultimate price of idolatry is
beihg held captive by the idols we have
made. Lifting our vision and directing
our trust to the Creator of Heaven and
Earth will enlarge our care‘and magni-
fy our resources available for our ex-
ercise of that care.

9,000 cases of kosher Tab.

‘The syrup used for the kosher Coke
will differ from that of the non-kosher
product in that it will not contain corn
sweetener, but will be sweetened by
100-percent sucrose. Nome of the

ration, and bottling has been conducted
at the Coca-Cola plant in Detroit. The
sanitization process is under rabbinic
supervision of the Council of Orthodox
Rabbis of Greater Detroit.

Rabbinic endorsement will be indi-
cated on the bottle caps of the products
by the kosher “K” symbol.

Bill Allen, vice president for opera-
tions at Coca-Cola, said that the com-

y would produce approximately

pan!
20,000 cases of kosher Coke and 8,000- .

kosher Tab will
have to be changed to produce a kosher
diet beverage.
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Kosher Coca-Cola products have

been produced in the coun-

try, but this will be the first time for
production in Detroit, according to Stu-
art Giller, Coca-Cola chairman.

“We are initiating production here,”
he said, “in order to ensure an adequate
supply of kosher Coke and Tab for the
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Energy Expo joins
home show at Cobo

The funky Energy Expo, held each .
fall at Cobo Hall, has merged with the .
Builders Home, Flower and Furniture
Show. So if you want so see what prod-
ucts and services are available to the
energy-conscience, you have until
March 14 to visit the home show, also
at Cobo.

The Energy Expo was put on by the
Governor’s Emergy Awareness Advi-
sory Committee. Although the last
show drew 350,000 people, it didn't
break even, let alone make money, said
Martin Habalewsky, who worked with
the advisory committee on the most re-
cent expo. So the committee decided to
nmerge with the existing home show.

The aim of the two groups is not
identical, but they are close: A house
that is energy efficient is cheaper to
operate, thus a better buy. And the
word “buy” Is a pleasant one for the
Builders Association of Southeastern
Michigan, sponsor of the home show.

With the addition of elements of the
Energy Expo, the home show offers
show-goers a chance to explore alter-
native energy sources, such as solar, '
wind and geothermal, to complement a -
new house or as a home memvemenl!
idea. H

FIFTEEN ELECTRIC passenger
cars will be displayed at the home~
show. This is one of the largest collec-.
tions ever assembled for a consumer.
exhibition, according to the sponsor.

A display showing an earth-sheltered
wall also will be at the'home show. A"

 Wall section and concret floor will

«d show zyplmlﬁmhﬁnn. waterproofing -
O and inside surface of this energy-effi-
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cient house-bulding technique.

The earth-sheltered wall will be one
of several “hands-on” displays by the
Ready’ Mixed Concrete Association.
Since concrete is the most common

material for d and earth-
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sheltered houses, the ready mixed folks
would serve emergy efficiency and
themselves by supplying the material
for earth-sheltered houses.

House builders participating in De-
troit Edison’s Fuel Efficiency Award
and Energy Efficiency Excellence

Award programs will

“IF IT ain't broke, don’t fix it" is a
good motto, and it goes for emergy-
users as well as anything else. But
when your furnade, hot water heater,
stove or other large &Y i
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appliance gives out, you can replace it
with a new one that uses substantially
less energy.

Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. will
be displaying such energy-saving appli-
ances. The utility also will be pushing
home energy audits.

The home show is a chance to see

what is, and is not, being done by build- .
ers of new houses and those who reduce

the epergy use of existing houses. Some
of those things, such as insulating the
Joist above your basement wall, can be

* done by almost any homeowner. In-

stalling flue dampers and restricters is
best left to the professionals.

‘Home show hours are 1-10 p.m. Mon-

day-Saturday, 10 am. to 10 p.m. Sun--
day.

Tickets cost $3.50 for adults, senior *
citizens and children 6-12, $1.50, chil- .
dren under 6 get in free.
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