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Club Med

I’s not just for swingers, but a littlé togetherness won’t hurt

By Iris Sandsrson Jones
special writer

OST OF US are sunbathing,
swimming or sailboating
here in this hidden cove on

the Pacific coast of Mexico.
Marco is gathering candidates for an
hilarious water-exercise class, held
late every morning in the pool.

A few people are playing tennis, rid-
ing horses or taking scuba diving les-
sons. These bathing suits and shorts
will soon be lined up for food and wine
at the groaning board that fills the din-
ing room here every day at lunch.

Just another day at Playa Blanca,
the Club Mediterranee resort north of

illo, due west of j

Spain.
DOES CLUB MEQ deserve its young

is a red-brick complex that starts at
the main building beside the pool and
climbs in small, staggered units up the
sides of steep hills overlooking a small
bay. The resort is entirely tucked away
between two rocky promontories. Only
“members” get through the gate, but
$25 buys any vacationer a membership.

This in no overnight stop; you must
sign up for a week, usually Saturday to
Saturday. Your fee covers everything
except the bar, gifts and any special
excursions you might take fo see the
countryside. Even then you don't spend
money; you wear a string of pop-it
beads around your neck so that you can
go unencumbered from the swimming
pool to the bar, where you spend the
beads just like money.

Dress is always casual, so you can
wear a bathing suit or a long skirt to
dinner, at will. There are no tele-

isions, radios,

swinger, slightly risque rep
Could the experience be enjoyed by
men and women es, gray-haired tra-
velers, and women traveling alone?

1 came to this conclusion at Playa
Blanca: Any single or married traveler
of any age or sex could enjoy this Club
Med experience if they like sports, to-
getherness and the idea of mixing for a
week with the same crowd — mostly
young, friendly adults.

1 met only one traveler who looked
Tike she didn't belong here, a 55-year-
old, unmarried woman, too shy to mix
freely. Club Med is a resort vacation
experience designed for the young sin-
gle adult but more and more enjoyed
by others.

It began when a group of young Eu-
ropeans, who enjoyed camping on the
Mediterranean, formalized their expe-
rience into a tenting resort in 1950.
Eventually, Club Med expanded into a
resort of small huts in Italy, a ski vil-
lage in Switzerland and a luxury resort
in Morocco.

THERE ARE NOW 88 self-contained
resorts.in 26 countries throughout the
Mediterranean, Caribbean, Middle
East, Africa, Mexico, Bahamas, South
Pacific, South America, Asia-and, with
the introduction of Copper Mountain
ski village in Colorado, the United
States.

Club Med makes hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars every year by betting
on its vacation philosophy: that city

people want vacations in surroundings
completely different from their every-
day environment, one in which they can
meet others in a casual, no-rules vaca-
tion for a reasonable amount of money.

Club Med resorts are self-contained
villages in private, sometimes remote,
locations. Playa Blanca, for example,

hones, ,
no locks on the doors and no single
rooms. if you come alone, you are
matched with a roommate of the same
sex, just like the good old days at sum-
mer camp.

IN FACT, Club Med has been called
an adult version of summer camp, with
everybody enjoying outdoor sports ac-
tivities during the day, eating, dancing
and watching the “camp show” at
night. That'’s where G.0.'s like Luc Dis-
telmans and his staff at Playa Blanca
come in.

Playa Blanca is a resort, but G.O’s
(for gentils organisateurs or “nice or-
ganizers”) are definitely not like any
hotel staff you ever met. Club Med'’s
staif are French, and they are assigned
to a location for six months, so that
they can work as a team during the day
and put on good stage presentations at
night.

Here's a typical day at Playa Blanca.
At 7:30 a.m. the beach is deserted. By
8:30 a.m. there are a few lone bodies on
the beach. Most people are gatheing at
breakfast. The G.O. hostess seats you at
round tables, first-come, first-served,
so that you're always meeting new peo-
ple. Breakfast, like every meal here, is
a groaning board of lyod served either
buffet or family style.

Adter breakfast,’ the beach fills up
with sunbathers, swimmers, a few sail-
boaters and scuba divers, some taking
lessons, some just soaking up the sun.
‘There are always a few topless girls on
the beach, but this is tastefully done,
and nobody feels any compulsion to
join them. p

Activities accelerate during the day:
water exercises in the pool, water vol-
leyball, horseback riding, tennis and
usually a special event of the day.
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Leaving messages for
your overseas friends

America calling.

That’s the name of a new message
service for Amerigans who want to
contact friends or relatives traveling
abroad.

The service relays messages by
Telex to the International Herald Tri-
bune, an English-language newspaper
widely read in Eurape, and to a lesser
extent in other parts of the world.

You are assigned a code. You must
read the newspaper to get the message.
You can make a one-minute phone call
to the America Calling 24-hour mes-
sage center with a reply.

Tt sounds a bit complicated, and 1
don’t know anybody who has tried it.
But if you are interested, send your $28
membership fee to America Calling,
2406 18th Ave,, Olympia, WA 98502.
1t's good for three months, and you can
buy additional months cheaply.

ARE YOU from Nova Scotia?

The largest family reunion ever held
in Canada will be held this year in the
province of Nova Scatia, which wants
all of its native sons and daughters to
come home.

Nova Scotia will celebrate Old Home
Summer Heritage Festival this sum-
mer, not with one festival but with
more than 200 events geared to the
‘multi-ethnic backgrounds of local resi-
dents.

If you dre interested in old home
year, contact.0ld Home Summer, De-
partment of Tourism, Box 1982, Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia, Canada, B3J 2RS5, or

2 call toll-free 1-800-453-4663.

You'll get newsletters throughout the
spring months, a tour kit in April and
lots of ways to personalize your heri-
tage tour to this Atlantic province.

A READER who took her first cruise
aboard the §.8. Oceanic wants to alert
other travelers to some of the pitfalls
of cruising. She has a few tips to be
considered by anyone cruising for the
first time: )

You may choose a cruise because of
the ports where it is scheduled to stop,

THE FIRST DAY is a sports day de-
signed to introduce you to all your fel-
low vacationers and to make you feel
at home with guests and staff. Ensuing
days include picnics, sailboat outings,
and other affairs.

Guests are usually in shorts, jeans or
even skirts for before-dinner drinks.
After dinner, everybody gathers in the
auditorium. While we were there, the
entertainment included an excellent
Mexican dance troupe from a nearby
village, and a theater presentation of
“Jesus Christ, Superstar” by the club
staff.

That was followed by upstairs danc-
ing till midnight, when the downstairs
disco opened; it stays open as long as
anybody wants to dance, usually- until
about 3 2.m., sometimes until dawn.

Most of the clientele are young
Americans and Canadians in their 20s
and 30s. There are, however, a signifi-
cant number of grayer heads in the
crowd, They include a couple in their

* 50s who really enjoy the sports but skip
the disco, several couples and some sin-
gles in their 40s who blend easily into
the erowd.

Playa Blanca in Spain is one of Club Med's places in the sun.
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i
Isabelle Francois are the “nice organizers”
at Playa Blanca.
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« The one 55-year-old woman who
doesn't fit in had two strikes against
her: She is too shy to mix in with a
younger crowd and too old to attract
the other single men in the crowd; most
ufedu\e other guests her age are mar-
ried..

-

Water volleyball is one

SO WOULD you like Club Med? The
rooms are spartan, including very firm

beds and simple shower and lavatory aof the group sports on *******t***k******}i***
facilities. The food is terrific, the staff ~ Club Med trips. * * \VE DARE YOU TO COMIARE ¥

A lang quiet walk slong yaur own beach, cofEe cup in

& hand. wety carly before the rest of the world las begun %

* 10 Only the warm quiet, the squeal of a leagull or %

% the occasional disturbance of a lapping wave stirs the %
sillness. .

* Incomparable legance. Unbelicvably afbrdable.

* P B

¥ Grand Traverse's finest condominium offwing. Le
Grand Chateau.

*

will make you feel comfortable and as
involved as.you want to be.

Location and facilities usually insure
good sun and good sports facilities. If
you don't like sports and.togetherness,
you'll be bored.

The price is roughly $500 a week per.
person, plus airfare. Club Med sells
tour packages that include air fare,

*
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Phone:
office (616) §4'-2000
home (616) 941154
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*
*

transportation from the airport, your x Atn: Cindy Biedermant | ¢ Grand
accommodations, all meals (including x LS Guteld | G 616 seass X
free table wine with lunch and dinner), Kk kddk ok ke Aok kkdok ARk KKKk

free use of all club sports facilities and
free expert instruction.

For information, contact Club Med
at 40 W, 57th St.,, New York, NY 10019
or contact your travel agent.
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It's Mexican Feista Time
aboardtheM/S Skyward

from $1,030

per person/double oocupancy
May 9-15, 1982

Your Cloud 9 package Includes:

o roundirip air DetrolyMiamivia Delta
Alrilnes; transfers between alrport
and pler

o cruise accommodations/meals
aboard ship

* 3 ports-of<all: Piaya Del Carmen,
Cozumel and a Bahama Out Istand

For reservations, call or visit

the World Travel desk at:

Lond ‘
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THERE'SALOT
GOING ONIN

Obsecver Egeentrie
claszlhed
ads Florida

1507 Wells St.. R
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104
{313) 995-2407

but there is no guarantee that the
cruise will actually include those stops.
She selected her cruise partly because
it would land at St. Martin, but the ship
didn't stop there because of choppy

seas.

St. Martin was a “tender stop,”
which means passengers must transfer
from the cruise ship to a smaller boat,
4 tender, for the trip ashore; facilities

. do'not allow the cruise ship to actually”

dock.

‘When waters are rough, it is danger-
ous to move from cruiser to tender, so
the cruise ship moved on.

A second scheduled stop was in Puer- ¢
to Rico. The cruise ship stopped there |

all right, but it was in the middle of the
night. Passengers had only a brief trip
into town the next morning and then
they were at sea again.

‘This reader also wants me to remind
you about seasickness, Caribbean cru-
ises are seldom really rough, but some-

times they are. Ask your doctor for |

seasick pills, just in case.

ACTIVITIES GOING ON:
« OBSTACLE RACE

« NASTRA SKI RACES

« HORSE DRAWN SLEIGH
! .RIDES

ST. PATRICK’S SKI WEEKEND

FEBRUARY CONDITIQNS IN MARGH

& Schuss Wountaip

. MANGELONA, M 49559
1-800-632-7170

ROOMS
UPTO 4 PEOPLE 2470 Old Bridge Road e Bay City, M 48706« (517)636-3500
l’i Mini-Yacation d Tennis
1 Night $99. @ @ Nights $169. 1 Night $120. ® 2 Nights $196.
. Induded are: Deluxe lnn , Ch and Sau Board, Champagne,
GREEN BEER e e B o e 2 ot
«ALL AREAS OPEN
+CROSS COUNTRY TRAILS © Free indoor Tennis to Inn Guests
MARKED AND GROOMED {Not on packsge plans)
. o Free Cross Country Ski Rental
(On pockage pian) -
For resesvations o more information
call Toll free in Michigan: 1-800-299-5028
1n Detroit cal (313) 963-3242

Bring this ad and receive a $10 discount on the two night package.




