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Grubba on roads: ‘We seé a collapse’

Continued from Page 7A
increase|taxes for transit. Those should

be ered on their men's and pot
one pij :backed on the other.

Q. Peliowing up on something you

limits ha \the coantry. Should Michigan
think h] terms lowering those truck
‘weighty $0 we don't beat the living day-

A. “There's a technical argument on
that that I'm not convinced of. The en-
gineers tell us it's not the (gross) weight
of the truck but the axle weight of the
truck (gross weight divided hy the num-
ber of axles). Michigan requires more
axles for. the weight, and the axle
welght on our trucks is not any higher
than most other states.

ly, I think that not only do we
have jlarge trucks, we have many,
many; more trucks. With the demise of
the railroads, trucks carry practically
all the goods through all parts of the
state;,

“Some figures have shown that the
number of trucks on the road since
1960 in the U.S. have increased from
nine million to 30 million.

“1 do not think that trucks pay their
fair share . . . . The truckers always

come back with, ‘But if you increase
our taxes, we merely pass it onto the’
consumer, and so that's not saving any-
body any money." .
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“And I think that one of the biggest

problems is the safety factor, with the
smaller cars and the larger trucks.
That traffic mix is very dangerous.”

Q. Whatever happened to M-275
freeway, which was supposed to be
built through West Bloomfield?

A“As is usual in these things, it is
still being studied. Environmental doc-
uments are being prepared, As far as I
know, it's still in limbo. We're very

. anxious to get it moving. But I'm sure

with the current financial position of
the state highway department, we're
not going to see M-275 in the foresee-
able future . . . They don't havé the
money.”

Q. Your budget, for rebuilding and so
op, has just been cut to shreds, hasn’t

?

it?

'A. “We've had a steady decline since
1979 in our revenues. We had $23 mil-
lion in gas and weight taxes in '79. It
dropped n
estimated at $18 million in"82.

“That's only part of the story be-
cause, without the available state
funds, we cannot get federal matching
funds. We have townships now that are
willing to contribute to construction
programs that we cannot match. . . .7

Q. 1 see a lot of signs on carves.
‘What's that ail about?

A. “Our board, in looking at the

é’/&uﬂaf&é@ Winter Sale
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on these Pennsylvania House Occasionals
and everything else in the store!

to $18.9 million in '81, and is

shortfalls, said that safety was the No.
1 priority. For many years.in Oakland
County, 160 people have been hllad
each year on our readways. .

“We're very, pleased that in lhe last
couple of years, Qakland County has
experienced-a reduction in fatalities. I
won't take all the credit for it, but I'll
take a good share .

“We have some 78 lawsuits pending
now (from injured motorists and pas-
sengers). In 1973, we paid $63,000 in m-
surance premiums. Two years ago, be-
fore we went into our current self-in-
sured program, our premiums were
over $1 million. That is a direct result
of the multiplicity of lawsuits . .We
seem to have impressed the juries and
judges as having deep pockets. . . ."

*By 1984, if current trends continue,
we'll be spending more on insurance
premiums and settlements than on con-
struction. . . .7

Q. You've been talking about an
“Ohio pian” for fonding of roads. What
Is the Ohio plan?

A. “The Ohio plan is an attempt to
adjust the revenues from the gas tax by
indexing the tax on gasoline to. the fed-
eral highway maintenance index and
also to a base-year consumption level.

“The theory being that as the con-
sumption of gasoline drops, the tax on
the gasoline will increase. .-. ."
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Q. If my littte Horizon welghs balf as
much as my old station wagon, why
should I have to pay more (weight) tax
on that little Horizon?

A. “We find that smaller cars require
a higher level of service. We have a
standard guideline for a size of pothole
that will trigger overtime calls to one
of our crew. We have recently reduced
the size of pothole necessary to trigger
overtime. Smaller cars just cannot hit
potholes. . . .7

“Another example of the cost associ-
ated with smaller costs is that they're
lower; they just can’t see as far ahead.
And so this last year, we went out and
resurveyed all of our no-passing zones
and remarked the surfaces and re-
signed some 2,000 miles of county
roadways. That's all associated with
smaller cars.

“And in winter those smaller cars do
not have the traction of larger cars,
and we have fo provide a higher level
of (snowplow) service.”

Q. You've had some pretty massive
layoffs in your own organization.
What's happened to those people? Are
they getting other jobs?

A. “We're very encouraged. We
brought in a service that taught people
how to apply for jobs. We haven't gota
full report, but as of the end of Janu-
ary, only 12 of the 40 layoffs had ap-
plied for unemployment compensation.
So we assume most of the others have
found other jobs.” .
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LEES CARPETS

SAVE 15% TO 32%

During our birthday celébr‘ation,
you'll find a wide selection of Lees
Carpets on sale. Hundreds of

colors, textures and patterns.
And at savings from 15% to
2%.

Our 136th Birthday lasts only
for a short while. So, come to
the party and save!

HURRY, SALE ENDS SATURDAY, MARCH 13th.
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The selection includes Lees
Carpets with exclusive Biofresh.
Biofresh is the patented process
that fights odor and odor-causing
bacteria and keeps your carpet
fibers hygienically fresh for life.
You'll find Lees Carpets made
from soil and crush-resistant
DuPont Antron.

STEWAXT GLENN CO.
“YOUR FULL SEXVICE STORE™
o3 10 exxo chorge for

® Carshl wepaction & Set-Up.
‘@ Courteous Defery Servicw
* Gerarcus Stcreide Porking

In the Pennsylvania House One Step at 2 Time Sale you'll find beautiful furniture that
will transform a dreary-looking room or an empty-looking corner with enduring details
like hand rubbed finishes, mitred joinings, hand fitted drawers.

Buy a whole group or one piece at a time, but there will never be a better time to buy

. cherry pieces like those on the left or oak such as those pictured on the right.
So hurry in! Pennsylvania House furniture will fast and last, bur our sale won't.
Quantities are limited and our storewide sale ends March 20.

DUPONTANTRON
SEE THE LEES LIFESTYLE DEALER IN YOUR AREA LISTED BELOW
BIRMINGHAM | BLOOMFLD. HILLS!  CLARKSTON DETROIT GROSSE POINTE LIVONIA
McQueens Carpets | McLeod Carpets Couture's Custom Carpet Talk Ed Maliszewski | A.R. Kramer Company|
4076 Maple Road 2721 Woodward Floor Covering 16915 Harper Carpeting 15986 Middlebelt
647-5250 333-7086 5930 M-15 881-4808 21435 Mack Road
$476 625-2100 776-5510 552-5300
LIVONIA MT.CLEMENS | MT.CLEMENS |NEW BALTIMORE Novi PLYMOUT
,Rile Carpet Independent Floor Krausenecks Floorcratt Movi Carpet H&B Galtery of
29485 W. Seven Mile| Covering 166 S. Gratiot Floorcovering 41744 W. Ten Mile Fine Carpeting
Road 33800 Gratiot 463-0585 35146 - 23 Mile Rd. Road 631 Main Street
. 476-8360 791-7800 7252880 348-2622 459-5040
PONTIAC ROYAL OAK ROYAL OAK TROY WESTLAND WYANDOTTE
Spencer Best Carpet Company| Lackey Floorcovering]  United Garpet Independent Floor Jabro's
Floor Covering 1030 Woodward | 4430 North Woodward| 3911 Rochester Road Covering 2801 Fort Street
2465 Bizabeth Lake Avenue 549-6550 528-1900 . 920 Wayne Road 285-0110
Road 543-5300 729-6200
682-9581
LIVE THE LIFE OF LEES.
Made better by, Burlington 7 N




