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Drewitz Sends Unbeaten Tigers Into Semifinals

Thanks to the brilliance of
Rick Drewitz, the spectacular
AllStater, and the finest per-
formance of the season by his
mates, Garden City West's
unbeaten Tigers registered
their 21st consecutive victory
1o oust Benton Harbor, 8266 on
the Jackson Parkside High
court.

The triumph sent West into
the semifinals of the state
class ‘A’ basketball tourna-
ment where two more wins

will give the Tigers the cham-
pionship.

West thus became the first
team from this section of
Western Wayne County to gain
a berth in the round of four.
Observerland quintets have
advanced as far as the quar-
terfinals in the past but none
moved to the big cage classic
in East Lansing.
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BENTON HARBOR, which

also has the nickname of Ti-

gers, carried a 17-4 record into
the battle against West after
upsetting Battle Creek Central
in the regional finals at Kala-
mazoo.

And for a time It appeared
as if the speedy outfit from the
western side of the state would
hand West its first defeat. But
Drewitz and Company had a
bit too much this time, check-
ing Benton Harbor effectively
in the second half as Drewitz
broke laose time after time to
score from close in.

All told Rick ended the eve-
ning with 39 polats ~ 13.field
goals and 13 of 14 free throws.

Just to add a bit of irony to
the Benton Harbor defeat,
Guard Gary Nustad uncorked
a long shot from past midcourt
with one second on the clock
and the ball skimmed through
the hoop as the whistle
sounded.

Neither team could put to-
gether a decisive lead in the
first half untit the final three
minutes when West snapped a

Hockey Loses Longtime
Fan To Prep Basketball

(Elly, cooking expért of
the Observer Newspapers,
wos given the assignment of
writing o story of the quar-
terfinals from the women’s
angle. Il was her first trip fo
the stafe lourney and here is
how she found the gome).

The basketball tournament
has done it!

It may sound unfaithful, and
fickle, but the Garden City
West Tigers have replaced
Gordie Howe and Frank Ma-
hovlich in my affections.

Their poise and fine play in
the game with the Benton
Harbor Tigers confirmed it.

THERE WERE some anx-
ious moments.

When the teams first ap-
peared on the floor I agreed
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with my neighbors that the
“other " Tigers’ sparkling
white warm-up Suits were
much more attractive than
those of our Tigers.

“Their”" mascol. a huge
stuffed Tiger. was placed in
the center of the floor and the
domed roof of the/gymnasium
was almost raised with “their”
confident cheers. '

Our Tiger mascot looked hot
and rather forlorn when she
raised her furry mask. When
questioned later, she was any-
thing but forlorn, Mary Mc-
Cluskey had volunteered for
the mascot role and had worn
the Tiger suit for most of the
basketball season.
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THE FANS were all there,
from babes in arms to senior
citizens.

Rep. James Tiemey. who

had come down from Lansing,
said after the game that it was
one of the greatest things that
ever happened for Garden
City.

Mayor Tim Murphy was a
beaming rooter.

IT WAS interesting to (over)
hear that Rick Drewitz and
Gary Nustad play a lot of ten-
nis in the off-basketball-season.
Some were attributing their,
fine coordination to both
sports. (When you become a
real fan you gather, and cher-
ish these little nuggets of infor-
mation).

Cheerleaders, both varsity
and JV were a credit to their
team and school. .

And the officials-there was
real dramatic action in every
call--no lack-luster perform-
ance there.

B

-- That's what Coach Chris Babler is to the members of the un-

beaten Gaorden City West squad. The starters grabbed Chris after the victory over
Benton Harbor and this is the way he was toted to the dressing room. (Observer

photo by Harry Mauthe)

By Doc Minard

It was a long time coming,
no thanks to a State Racing
Commissioner who believes
winter racing is fine -~ just as
long as it's across the river in
Windsor - but Michigan's long
racing season will open Mon-
day at Hazel Park where the
pacers and trolters take over.

For the first time in years
Hazel Park will send the stan-
dardbreds to the post at 7:45
p.m. following the pattern set
by Windsor Raceway. But
there is a slight difference, the
early start will be effective
for only a month.

Then it will be back to 8:30
p.m. post and that means fans
will be leaving the track
around micnight instead of 11
p.m. as at Windsor Raceway.
The reason - President Don
MacFarlane is a firm believer
in allowing his help to work
double shifts and it seems that
the Detroit Race Course will
open on April 20 and the moon-
lighters couldn't make it from
one track to the other.

So, the genial Hazel Park
president decided to move the
post time back 45 minutes to
make sure he has an adequate
staff of mutuel clerks. f

THERE'S ONE thing for
sure, big ““Mac" doesn't have
to worry about horses. Acting
Racing Secretary Ken Mar-
shall and Barn Supt. Clayton:
Smith could have filled every
stall with two or three horses
if they had accepted all of the
applications.

“This is Hazel-Park's earli-
est opening in several years
and it seemed as if every sta-
ble that couldn't get space in
the New York City area made
application,” said Smith. “All
requests were carelull.y
screened by the horsemen’s

committee and we believe we
frave the best group of horses
ever.”

The fact that Hazel Park
raised its minimum purse 1o
$1,200 had to have something
to do with the huge number of
applications. Owners like to go
where they feel their hogses
will make the most money and
Hazel Park’s minimum is
much higher than that of most
ovals between New York and
Chicago.

The east side track handled
a total of $30,453,943 for its 60
nights in 1969, most ever for a
Michigan harness operation. It
compiled a nightly average of
507,556, another all-time high
in the state.

The previous record aver-
age handle for Hazel Park was
$424,904 in 1968. Last year's
wagering was up an astounding
19.5% with attendance showing
a hike of 13.2%. |

With Windsor ending its sea-
son Saturday,, everything
points to a record opener -
Hazel Park has the only game
going in the area|

WITH OPENING DAY still
a month away,| the Detroit
Race Course has opened its
facilities to | the thor
oughbreds. Hqrses were
vanned into the barp area sev-
eral days ago and trainers
have had them| olit on the
track daily since.|

It's only a sample of what is
to come in the next couple of
weeks. With the campaigns
nearing the end at New Orle-
ans and Hot Springs, vans are
expected to start pouring into
the track: i

Guin. Norris, iDIrecmr of
Racing, who has -been busy
with his'winter doties in Flori-
da, is expected :momentarily
and will begin the task of set-
ting up condition books.

Norris will stop off at the.
Maryland tracks enroute to
Detroit to induce owners and
trainers of top horses to shift
their activities to Detroit.

From all indications, racing
fans driving lo the Detroil
Race Course this summer are
in for a rough time.

Work on the new freeway
along Schoolcraft is progress-
ing to the point that traffic is
halted at numerous points
while workmen move equip-
ment in and out of deep pits.
From all indications the work
will continue for a long time,
perhaps through the Wolverine
Raceway season which contin-
ues through the first week in
October. The DRC campaign
ends in early August.

LOOKS LIKE another of
those tight finishes for the new
clubhouse at Northville Downs
but on¢ might add that it will
be a beautiful facility if and
when it is completed.

At last look the glass front
has been installed in the new
structure through the second
and third levels. Workmen
have been busy with the inte-
rior work since the close of the
Jackson-at-Northville meeting
in December.

Then will come the race
with the opening date when
crews move in to install the
seats, kitchen equipment and
such. It is worth your time to
drop into Northville to view
the building.

1t won't be a waste of time.
You can inspect the building
and alsg watch horses workout
in the morning hours. There
are some 300 quartered at the
‘Downs and quite a few will
not ship crosstown to Hazel
Park.

SO THERE you have it, the
perfect script, the perfect plot.
The super star, Drewitz,
performing just as he should;
the lesser' stars coming
through with great perform-
ances, while the cheerleaders
and officials maintain the ac-
tion in their own inimitable
ways.

There is no audience.

The fans are a part of it all,
amxiously and personally in-
volved in every cue and mis-
cue.

And if you're a Garden City
Tigers fan, you're exhausted
but exuberant. (Some claim to
have had a “‘pressure” head-
ache since the tourney began,
as if it were a badge of honor.)

But you couldnt miss the
next game.

U-D Coach
Headlines
RU Clinic

Bob Miiler, varsity baseball
coach at the University of
Detroit, will be the featured
speaker at the second session
of the baseball clinic at Red-
ford Union High Monday at 7:
30.

The clinic, open to all per-
sons in the area interested in
coaching or managing a team
in the summer programs in the
area, is under the direction of
RU Coach Bob Atkins.

Others on the panel are: RU
Assistant Coach Milo Karhu
and Curtis Kinlock.

Livonian
Helps Win

State Crown

Sparked by the play of Don
Finn, 17563 Rexwood, Livonia,
the Marquette Machinery sex-
tet won the Michigan Bantam
division hockey championship
with a 40 victory over Sault
Ste.Marie.

Don scored two of the four
goals.

Marguette will go to Sauit
Ste. Marie next weekend for
the national championships.

13 Is Lucky
For Holmes
Junior High

Just to prove that 13 isn’t an
unlucky number, the Livonia
Holmes Junior High quintet
won its 13th straight game and
the Metropolitan Detroit cham-
pionship at the same time.

No, it didn't come on Friday
the 13th.

The Livonians won in the
final three seconds on a pair of
free throws by Jim Gilland,
beating Dearborn Stout, 4442,

Holmes won 1 straight in
regular competition and then
added two more triumphs in
the tournament.

3131 deadlock with eight con-
secutive points for a 39-31 edge
that was whittled to 39-35 at
the intermission.
" THE OPENING PERIOD
was one that had the crowd
alternately cheering and
groaning as the lead changed
hands seven times before Ben-
ton Harbor went ahead, 22-20.

There was one point when
the two teams took 10 shots
and made every one.

Drewtiz had eight points for

Garden City and Al Williams,
Don Hopkins and Gary Harris
had hot hands for Benton Har-
bor with six each.

The second quarter saw
West knot the score, 22-22,
Hopkins sent Benton Harbor
ahead again, 23-22. Lesz-
czynzki connected from under-
neath, 24-23. Hopkins hit from
the side. 25-24. Nustad from in
front, 26-25. Harris tapped in a
rebound and Benton Harbor
was ahead again, 27-9. Drew-
itz dribbled in for two points,

28-27. Hopkins sank a one-han-
der from the foul line, 29-28.

Leszezynski was open under
the basket and Drewitz made
one of two free throws and
West had 2 two point edge, 31-
29, Harris tied it again from
short range, 31-31.

West broke loose for eight
straight points on a basket by
Drewitz, .two free throws by
Nustad, a hoop by Leszczynski
and another two points by
Drewitz for a 39-32 margin
with 1:44 to play In the half.

TWO POINTS FOR WEST. Rick Drewitz, Garden City's All-State center who hod
39 points, shows how-he shook off Benton Harbor defenders. His one honder split
the cords and started his feam to the 82-66 victory and a berth in the semifinals.
(Observer photo by Craig Gaffield)

Hopkins and Harris tallied in
the remaining time for Benton
Harbor and it was a 39-35 dif-
ference at the intermission.

)

THE WESTSTATE outfit
couldn’t cope with Drewitz in
the third stanza and Garden
City opened up a 10 point Jead
with 2:31 on the clock to prac-
tically ice the victory.

Nustad clicked from long
range to make it 41-35 shortly
after the center jump. Drewitz
and Lewis matched field goals
with Hopkins and free throws
by Harris and John Gorton
made the score 45-41 after
three minutes.

West was in front 49-43
midway through the period
when Lewis, John Rutter and
Drewitz hit three times and
widened the gap to 55-45 with
2:31 in the quarter.

Benton Harbor rallied in the
closing moments and wound up
trailing 62-55 going into the
final frame.

Benton Harbor twice was
within seven points in the last
eight minutes but there wasn't
any question of the final out-
corme. Each time West pulled
away and finally opened up a.
7561 gap. :

That was the end for the,
weststate Tigers~they started
foullng to try and halt Garden
City and that brought a succes-
slon of free throws for an $0-66
difference in the final 30 sec-:
onds.

It was out of a wild scr.
ble for the ball that came Nu:
tad's spectacular long shot that
made the final tally. 82-66.

Leszezynski, who was a bit
slow in getting started after
colliding with a teammate in
the early going, contributed 18
points to add to Drewitz’ 39.

Hopkins, was the

Hopkins was the big gunner
for the losers with 24 followed
by Harris with 16 and Williams
14

G. C. WEST (82) G F P
Nustad 4oz
Rutter 3 0 6
Drewits B3
Lewis 2 43
Lesteryaskl 9 0 18
Guzowski o 1 1
Totals ERETEE]
BENTOX HARBOR (66) G F P
Gorton 11 3
ris § 416
Villlams 54 u
Hopklns 04 A
Boyd 3 0 8
Podjan o 11
Patterson 100 2
Totals % M 6
By perlods:
G. C. West 1923 2082
B. Harbor 2130 e,

Will Robinson Spectacular
With His Last Prep Quintet

By George Maskin
Observer Sports Editor

EAST LANSING
The story of Garden City
West in the Class A semifinals
made for one of the more
dramatic features of the an-
nual state high school basket-
ball championships™ windup
here this week.
So did the presence of
Detroit Pershing.

West comes from a com-
munity where basketball has
boomed prominently in recent
years.

IT STARTED OVER at
crosstown Garden City East,
where they have had some
dandy teams over the years.

Then West came inta the
picture and, in particular. the
Drewitz brothers, Dwayne and
Rick,

The brothers combined a
year ago to make a league
champ out of West. Dwayne
was gone this year, but Rick
was present...and from the
first tipoff it was one of the
marked performers in Michi-
gan prep basketball,

He was tabbed as “All-
State."” Many players. who
carry this identity. fold up.
Not Rick.

T2 Summer Aol A

@ 6" Box Comicoe
©235- Ib. Shingles
® Eiactrical Conduits
@ X' Clear Siding.
Deal direct with the owner, no salesman

PHONE 353-6616 NOW

ARDMORE

CUSTOM BUILT
G

. Including Floor and Ratwall
@ Bidrs, Falt Lined
® 2X8 Rafters

Wind Braces

Steel Overhead Door

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

28545 Greenfield

Southfield, Michigan 48075

One knows the story of his
accomplishments...all “league.
all suburban. all area, all-state
and likely a member of the
forthcoming Alt American
squads.

He came into Michigan State
Jenison  Field House Friday
night like so many greats in
the past - a player who
quickly was singled out...a
player who quickly drew the
attention of the fans.

He's a player. too. who is
headed for more stardom in
college. Now that the prep sea-
son has ended. he'll make his
choice.

Rick can write his own
ticket.

THEN THERE WAS Detroit
Pershing in the semifial field.

Call the Doughboys the
giant-killers of the eartier
rounds. They hadn’t figured to
go this far.

But here they were, sur-
rounded by their great coach
Will Robinson making his last
stand as a prep mentor in
Michigan.

The Robinson over the years
- 25 of them - has had a flock
of champs. We remember him
first at old Detrait Miller.
which no longer exists

Then he went over to De-
troit Eastern in the era of
Reggie Harding, who's spend-
ing these days down the road
apiece at Jackson Prison.

Robinson had more champs
at Eastern, but he couldn’t go
for the state crown. In those
days, the Detroit city league
teams'didn’t battle the outsta-
ters, then didn’t vie in the var-
ious tournaments.

From Eastern, Robinson
went out to Pershing. More
champs...and now champs in
the state as the Detroit teams
entered in the Michigan action
after an absence of 25 or 30
years.

If you've just bought a Hally.
wood bed (or beds) and you
need o headboard, why not
invest in the wallboard pan-
eling? The paneling is very
easy 1o hang; and, once you
know the width of the wall
space needed, you can have
them cut 1o your precise
measurements. You can run
them floor to ceiling behind
the bed, line up your mat.

tress and box spring end
5 .

yoila it's done. Pyt the
finishing touches on with a
spread in your favorite color
and your room is ready with
time and money 1o spare.
Another good feature is the
saving of floor space should
your bedrooms be small. Tha
average headboard juts out
sbout eight to ten inches
from the wali_and this is

by Marvin Kemp, President
American*Hardwars & Supply Co.

saved with a flush headboard.,
Save time when you're look-
ing for lumber, hardware,

WILL ALWAYS has wanted
to coach in coliege. He applied
for the jb at the University of
Detroit.

He was turned down. Maybe
because he’s 2 black man.

But opportunity has struck
for Robinson to coach in col-
lege - at Iilinois State. So he's
leaving Detroit and Michigan
after the current school vear
ends.

Hence, it couldn’t make for
a better story...the Doughboys
from Pershing and Robinson
playing here in the state
windup ou this particular occa-
sion.

The expectations were that
neither Pershing or Garden
City West would repeat in the
final booty. But, that might be
academic.

They were here...the last of
four teams in their class.

You can’t do much better.

YOUR TICKET
10

EDUCATIONAL

OPPORTUNITY

SPRING TERM

1970

3 Mie & Hubberd Roods
Morch 23247309 o

tools, gifts and
accessories . ., . AMI
HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO.,
31245 W. Eight Mile Road,
476-6240, 537-2645 . . . fea-
tures  nationally known
brands. We live our 1-stop
feature — everything in one
place . . . Women love our
wnusua! gift and accessory
department . . . See our Bon-
nie and Clyde Type phone.
HELPFUL HINT: Uss a small
Lazy Susan on your kitchen
bie for condiments, coffee
jar, efe, — it's step-saving
for the items you always

need at meals.

~Awmetiray..
Hardware & Supply Company

31245 W. Eight Mile
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