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BOARD OF EDUCATION

" March 23. Farmington Board of Education trus-
tees will meet at 8 p.m. in North Farmmgton High
School.

OAKLAND PIONEER-HISTORICAL SOCIE’I'Y

March 23. The Oakland County Pioneer, land His-
torical Society will hold its 97th annual dinner meet-
ing in the Shenandoah Golf and Country Club. Bud
Guest will be guest speaker. Dinner reservatlons
may be obtained by contacting Mrs. Marion Benter,
468 South Fox Hills, Apt 2, Bloomfield Hills‘

CLOVERDALE PTA

March 23. Cloverdale PTA will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Doug Cooper, East Junior High biology teacher and
advisor to the Family Life Education Commm.ee
will show a film and discuss, “The Parents‘ Role in
Sex Education.” |

NEWCOMERS' CLUB

March 23. The evening meeting of the Farmmg~
ton Newcomers’ Club.will be held at 8 p. r{\ in the
Farmington Community Center. There will be a
crafts demonstration. .For reservations, " call Pat
Ewing, 476-7463. The group’s daytime meeting will be
a noon luncheon on March 25 in the Farmington Ma-
sonic Temple. Court whist will be played. For reser-
vations, call Marie Faunce, 476-9238. )

“FIRST TUESDAY OF SPRING”

March 24. Farmmgton Community Cancert Band
will present a concert, “First Tuesday of Spring,” at
8 p.m. in the North Farmington High Schoo] audito-
rél;:z Admission free. Nursery service will be prov-

FARMINGTON ’I'OWNSH[P ROAD ASSOCIATION

March 24. The Farmmgu'm Township Ro‘ad Asso-

ciation will meet at 8 p.m. in Power Junior High
School. A guest speaker will discuss the road situa-
tion. Coffee will be served.

FARMINGTON MUSICAL

March 25. Farmington Musicale will present its
annual spring concert at noon in the Farmington
Community Center.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY ;

March 25. Farmington Mausicale will présent its
annual spring concert at noon in the Farmington
Cormmunity Center.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY i

March 2. Farmington Historical Society will
meet at 8 p.m. in the Farmington Community Cen-
ter. Dick Hatton will show slides and pictures of local
historic sites and landmarks. Persons with|antique
pictures of Farmington they would like identified are
invited to bring them to the meeting. Refreshments
will be served. |
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GYMNASTIC EXHIBITION i

March 25. Grades 4, 5, and 6 at Shiawasee School
will present a gymnastic exhibition beginning at 7
p.m.

EARLY DISMISSAL !

March 24. Farmington junior high schools will
dismiss for the afternoon for teachers’ in-service
workshops. Teachers will review report op junior
high evaluation as prepared by a committee of stu-
dents, parents and school personnel. !

FLUORIDE PROGRAM
March 23. Fluoride program will move to 10
Mile Elementary School. With parental perm:ssmn,
four topical fluoride treatments will be glven to pup-
ils for $5 fee.

STARR COMMONWEALTH AUXILIARY

March 26. Starr Commonwealth Auxiliary.of
Farmington will hold a benefit card party and smor-
gasbord luncheon at noon in the Farmington Com-
munity Center. Donation $2. Door prizes. Proceeds
will go to the boys at the commonwealth.

Promoted

Marine Cpl. Wayne M. Rey-
nolds, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Reynolds of 26405
Meadowview, Farmington,
was promoted to his present
rank while serving with the ';2;".‘,'.’2‘.7':“ o o oo
‘Third Force Service Regiment
on Okinawa.
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It’s Not Illegal To Have People

The continuing dispute in the City of Farmington
over apartments is reaching the point where home-
owners will now have to be more honest in arguing
against new multiple zoning.

The superficial arguments have been cast away by
some hard, cold facts of life which homeowners
should have known a long, long time ago but instead
chose to ignore.

. e

A REPORT GIVEN to Lhe city councﬂ last Mon-

day night di the myths pr y home-

® Apartments draw undesirable tenants - mi-
grants, rootless persons, blacks and naughty peup]e

® Apartments will destroy the “‘residential " image
of the community.

e

BOTH OF THESE positions are also indefensible.
Apartments draw senior citizens, young married
cluuples and do not have a monulopy on naughty peo-
ple.

owners that apartments lower the valnatmn of adja-
cent one-family homes, apartments overburden the
school system and apartments create an undue de-
mand for municipal services and burden the police
department.

Now, homeowners must disclose their real reasons

Editorial |

And there is absolutely no logic behmd the pusmon
that an apartment is not a residential structure. It is
certainly not a red brick, colonial home but it is cer-

for opposing further apartment development:

StateA llowingA bortion

For years continual battles
have been held over the annex-
ation of township land by ad-
joining cities. At last report,
the battle was still raging here
in Farmington.

Typically, the City of Far-
mington argues it must grow
and needs more land to facili-
tate this growth. Yet the land
it seeks from Farmington
Township contains an already
highly developed tax base in
the industrial park. «

THE END RESULT of the
local annexation, if accom-
plished, will not be a gift of
vacant land for future develop-
ment but merely a transfer of
a rich tax base already estab-
lished from the township to the
cit;

For the city, annexation of
the southern half of the town-
ship will not only increase its
tax revenues, but the added
increase in valuation will in-
crease the city's bonding ca-
pacity for capital improve-
ments.

Conversely, the towaship
would lose the value of the
land, the tax revenue for pper-
ation the land produces, and
the total valuation of the grea
for bounding purposes. In addl-
tion, the townshlp would lose
state-returned revenues based
on the population of the an-
nexed area.

Obviously, the loss of state-
returned revenues and tax
revenues from the annexed
area is a terrific loss for a
township. Annexations can
bankrupt a township, espe-
cially if the township fails to
incorporate immediately after
loss of territory.

.

OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS
has taken the position editori-
ally that state law must be
amended to place all annexa-
tion proceedings under the

Earns Degree

Cricket H. Davenport of
29201 Davis Lane, Farmington,
was awarded a BA degree re-
cently by the University of
Colorado, Boulder. The Far-
mington student was one of 717
who received bachelor's de-
grees after the fall semester.
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authority of the State Bound-
ary Commission instead of
county commissioners.

And the state must be al-
lowed to rule on the merits of
an annexation proceeding, not
just on administrative techni-
calities such as properness of
petitions.

Another call to change an-
nexation laws was made re-
cently by Robert Robertson,
director of legislative affairs
for the Michigan Townships
Association.

Robinson says if annexation
moves irivolved “‘counties in-
stead of local units of govern-
ment, the fight would be war
instead of from the soaphox
and through the courts.

“We cannot continue to enh-
ance one unit of government at
the expense of another, for it
is beginning to affect our en-
tire state. If the population
increase continues, the prob-
lem will become even more
prevalent.

‘“The ease of

tainly a residence.

By EMORY DANIELS

“Some lownships are seek-
ing city status prematurely
and from a defensive stand-
point,”* Robinson continues.
“to protect their boundaries.

“There is nothing wrong
with new cities. But to create
them just to protect bounda-
ries is a defense that should
not have to be taken. Rather, a
new city should be created
when all factors point to the
need and defense does not en-
ter the picture.

*Something must be done to
protect townships against the
larcenous annexativa laws now
in effect.
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“THE PRESENT LAW
makes a mockery of the ‘one
man one' vote principle.

How can a township with a
population of 10,000 win a
combined referendum with a
city of 100,002 How can we
say we have equal protection
under the law when annexation
between city and township is
rleclded by the combined vote,

annexation by use of our pre-
sent laws is discouraging con-
solidation, which may be a
better solation for the overall
community in the final analy-
sis.

“The city is reluctant to
consolidate with an entire
township because of the ease
of annexing rich fringe areas
and the comparative ease of
extending services to that area
rather than the whole town-
ship.

““Qur annexation laws are
contributing to poor planning
because in some townships a
concerted effort is being made
to plan for, zone and develop
land along city boundaries in a
manner which will be undesira-
ble for the city to annex. This
is not good for our state in
general.

between cities
musl pass by separate votes in
each city?"

Some of this “inequity,” of
course, s bullt into our system
of laws because township and
villages are supposed lo be
immature forms of govern-
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ment which, when ripened, go
on to better things.

The Home Rule Act was
written to discourage pro-
longed existence of townships
and villages in metrapolitan
areas.

Bt this orderly transition to
cityhood anticipated in the
Home Rule Act. will never
occur as long as counties re-
tain authority over annexation
matters.

Without this change, the
birth of a new city for Far-
mington Township may end up
to be a classic abortion of what
could have been a smooth de-
livery.

Someday, h s will recog the P
able fact of life that all persons need a place to live
and not all can afford a $40,000 home. Humans have
a. strange desire to seek shelter, and Farmington
cannot build a wall high enough to keep out people.

Homeowners, someday, will also recognize that a
municipality ]l.lSt cannot zone out people. Purpose of
zoning -laws is.to provide balance of land use; a
community which allows only single family homes
will be beaten in every court in the land.

Life, liberty and pursuit of happiness are not rights
given only to persons who live in subdivisions. And
nothing in our itution defines the h
a higher class citizen with a greater voice than
apartment dwellers.

. ox

-"HOMEOWNERS APPEARING before councilmen
lo protest apartment zoning must recogonize they
are lobbyists fighting for a parochial cause.

Local governments do not owe, or should not give,
any more allegiance to homeowners than they do to
apartment dwellers.

The homeowner should not expect special treac-
ment and is remiss as a citizen when he seeks to ex-
clude persons from his comimnunity for the sake of his
own comfort.

There may be times when a homeowner is justi-
fied in opposing apartment tezoning. But it is ridicu-
lous when humeowners oppusc every single apart-
ment project proposed for development.

When the council rezones for apartments, it is not
necessarily ignoring the citizenry. It just may be
acting on behalf of the citizenry and ignoring the
lobbyists.

Americans pushed back the frontier vears ago and
are attempting to do the same today.

The ghettos are filled and young men are moving
west. The Indians are on the warpath, but the move-
ment cannot be stopped.

* EMORY DANIELS

ENROLL
NOW!

‘u“ Southfield, Michigan
349-5220 TEL-TWELVE MALL i
Novi, Michigan

Hammond Organ’
Beginners Class

Fun for adults or children to
ploy the Hommond. No pre-
vious musical training needed

® Closs storts Mondoy,
March 23

& Place: Grinnell’s
Tel-Twelve Mall
Southfield, Mich.

® Time: 7 p.m.

® 36 Lessons and Supplies,
$6 Complete

To register, come in or call
Mrs. Vining, 357-0300.

MON. THRU SAT. — MARCH 23 TO MARCH 28
SOUTHFIELD STORE ONLY

SOUTHFIELD RD. NORTH OF 12 MILE

8x10” FULL COLOR
PORTRAIT

« Children ages 12 and under only
« Additional children In family
or 2 children posed together
« Additional prints and reorders avallable at
reasonable prices
Safisfaction guaranteed or your money back.

?ZJ¢

Your choice first
print! No hidden
charges!

99

. 1.99
.2.49

SOUTHFIELD ROAD
NORTH OF 12 MILE

E NEW, NEW

Photographers’ hours:
11 am, to 8 p.m.




