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Costs mount up because of winter snow toll

The cost of removing about 50 lnchu .

ofmwisbdngmmedhyl“
Farmington

armington
Hills officials and the
' City Manager Robert Deadman. The
- total in Farmington for snow-related

ng\uu are pxedlmbly way over budg-
et in both toy

The city of Farmington Hils was at .

least 72 percent over its snow removal
budget by mid-March, according to fig-
ures released by Chuck Rosch, city
finance director. The Hills has already
spent $406,000 removing snow.

The city of Farmington will probably
more than twice its budget allqt-
ment of $35,000 for snow removal, says

iggest expense
,‘is labor while the bulk of Farmington
Hills’ snow bill is for equipment to

serve the much larger city.
armington city omca!.! budgeted
sla 400/ for labor cests in the snow re-

moval effort and spent $22,000, said

Earl Biliings, director of public works.
Another $4,000 was paid to an outside

*contractor, Rauch Bros. of Wixom, to

clear the city’s Northside parking lot
behind the Civic Theater, he said.

Farmington Hills officials budgeted
$68,000 for labor costs and ended up
spending $87,000. In eq'nipment cost,
the city of Farmington Hills set aside
$112,000 and ended up spending a
whopping $268,000.

Scrambled economy
threatens discord

By Karen Hermes Smith
staff writer

- Wage concessions will result in a re-
duced standard of living in the United
States, making it difficdlt for most peo-
ple to achieve the traditional American
dream, according to a local labor histo-
rian.

George Tselos spoke in Bloomfield
Hills last week at a Cranbrook Schools-
sponsored seminar on the viability of
the American dream.

He predicted that union concessions
— combined with infiation, unemploy-
ment and cuts in social services — will
keep Americans from continually im-
proving their own and their children’s
standards of living.

OWNING A HOME — and other
things generally associated with the
American dream — will be almost im-
possible to attain, Tselos said, making
Americans frustrated, restless and
ready for political reform in the 1980s,

Tselos, 42, interviewed Thursday in
his Birmlngbam home, holds a doctor-
ate in American labor history from the
University of Minnesota.

A former college history profmr.
he is now an archivist for the Archives
of Labor and Urban Affairs at Wayne
State University, where he collects and
preserves historical documents on the
tabor movement and organizations as-
sociated with urban reform.

Tselos has had papers and articles
published on labor history and serves
as a consultant on the subject.

‘Speaking for himself, Tselos said the
nation’s major corporations, including
the automobile companies, are taking
advantage of the current depressed
economy to extract wage concessions

from America’s workers.

THIS TREND will- continve and

“ filter down to smaller companies, he

said, adding that there will be no end to
the asking of concessions untit workers
sense that the economy is leveling out.
Then, be said, the nation will experi-
ence political upheaval as well as
strikes reminiscent of the 1930s.

At first, Tselos said, Americans will
redefine the American dream, settling
for job security over am increasing
standard of living.

“But it will come to the point where

public might consider taking money
from arms and putting it into health
care.

‘The effect, he said, would be an im-
proved, rather than reduced, standard
of living for the American public.

Union members and their leaders,
Tselos said, should also press for na-
‘tional policies that will protect the
standard of Hving, including policies
that provide for more federal interven-
tion in investment decisions.

TSELOS BECAME interested in the
!ahor maveqwt as a young man living

they can't keep it,” he said.
Then the public will begin calling for
government programs to improve
standards of living. .

Tselos doest’t blame workers whose
jobs are in jeopardy for accepting
wage concessions, “You can't blame
people faced with unemployment,” he
said. R

Nor does he say American compa-
nies are conspiring against workers.

“I don't dispute the fact that Ameri-
can husiness faces serious competition
from abroad,” ‘where wage costs are
lower, Tselos said.

BUT OTHER approaches in improv-
ing the economy and saving jobs, which
don’t reduce the standard of living,
should be considered, Tselos said.

A national health insurance plan, for
instance, would eliminate the need for
corporations to supply health insur-
ance, a costly benefit, for thelr work-
e

13,
‘The plan could be funded with money
from the federal arms budget, he said,

. 30 taxes wouldn't have to be increased.

“If put to a popular vote with fair
discussion of the issues, the American

in .

“I became acquainted with some old-
timers who were leaders of some very
big strikes in Minneapolis in 1934 —
strikes that really changed the course
of history in the city,” he said.

“At the same time, ¥ was also beg!n-
ning to develop a more critical view of
gmenun society and government poli~

0.

The son of -a Greek immigrant,
Tselos’s family background also led to
his interest in labor. His father, who
came to America when he was 14,
worked his way from poverty to be-
coming a well-known professor of art
history at New York University and the
University of Minnesota.

An older brother, who gave up his
hopes of becoming an electrical engi-
neer, sacrificed his career to work in a
number of small businesses to pay for
Tselos’s father’s education.

“My father always raised us in the
importance of hard work and discipline
(in getting ahead),” Tselos said, “but he
never maintained that success was in-
dependent of the sacrifices of other
people”

Another big expense in Farmington
Hills was the payment to outside con-

tractors during heavy snowfalls. Five

outside contractors — Statewide Exca-
vating, GMP Trucking Co., B&V Con-
struction, Victor Green and Warren

and Sons —~ split $70,000 in outside con- -

tractor fees.

NEITHER CITY had problems ac-
quiring salt, unlike some surrounding
cities, Farmington Hills, in fact,

N .

budgeted $55,000 for salt before the
season to take advantage of a state sale
and ended up spreading $51,000 worth
on city roads. Farmington budgeted
!:6.500 for salt and used $18,500 worth
o

Farmington officials praised DPW
workers for the job they did keeping
streets plowed and salted despite long

them for their civic service.

‘The proclamation says city workers
in Farmington removed “in excess of
760,000 cubic yards of snow from the
streets and public property of the city.”

‘The proclamation goes on to state
that “The Farmington City Council ex-
tends its aypmuaum: for the efforts of
the

hours and bad weather
A resolution adopted by city council
was sent to 13 city employees thanking

of this for
working long and tedious days during
the worst of weather conditions.”

DICK KELLEY/staff photograpber

Labor historian George Tseios of Birming-
ham, critical of the wage concessions being
- ey - v

and workers, believes unions should look

for other ways to save jobs. Wage conces-
sions, he said, reduce the nation’s standard
of fiving and eventually lead to strikesand
political unrest.

CALL, HIM DR. Dn:kson, if you please. .

sented at the Orchard Ridge campis of Oakalnd '
College on April 1. Jugglers, unicy-

Enthused par
students think a.mstant pnnmpal Norm Dickson de-
serves a bit of recognition for recently completing
his doctorate degree. “So often we read about prob-
lems in the schools and with the schools. The public
needs to be reminded that our schools are staffed
with competent educators,” said one of the parents
in a recent letter to the Observer. Working in the

Farmington School system for 13 years, this is

Dickson’s fourth degree. Others are a bachelor of
science, master of arts and educational specialist.
Hehasbeena vnsmng lecturer at Eastern Michigan
University and is a past president of a teacher’s
association.

ART FANS, get ready for the special exhibi-
tion and sale of original graphic arts sponsered by
the “Art on the Ridge” student art club which will
be presented at the Orchard Ridge campus of Oak-

land Community College on April 21. Art work will -

be dlsplayed from 11 am w'lpm mthelummg

High School |

clxm, comedians, singers, musicians and bands will
perform. Musical selections will range from classi-
cal musie to jazz and rock. Entertainment will be-
gin at 8 p.m. in the multi-purpose room of H build-
ing. Tickets are $1. For more information call the
student activities office, 476-9400, Ext. 501.

HATS OFF GO TO Brian Relly of Farm-

ington Hills who has been named the most valuable

player for the 1981-82 Southern Collegiate Hockey

season. The Alab: stu-

dent led the SCHA regular season and tournament

champion Chargers in scoring during the regular
season with 51 goals and 53 assists.

AFICIANADOS OF THE ARTS who
get on down to the Detroit Focus Gallery before
April 17 will have 2 chance to see the work of
homegrown artist Linda Hedden Centivany, of

will

exhibit a collection ol mgmal etchings, woodcu!.s

Hills, She has been a painting student
in the fine arts program at Wayne State since last
and has been awarded a graduate pro-

lithographs and

works by Chagall, Daumier, Fantin-Latour, Maulal !

-Rouault and Whistler. A selection of works by noted
contemporary artists such as Baskin, Couglin,
O’Conner, Kaczmarekr and Eggers also will be in-
cluded in the collection. For more information call
John Davenport at 476-9400.

GET TO KNOW a little more about your
city government by attending a free (yes, that's
correct) breakfast sponsored by the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Commerce on April

1. The 8 a.m. meeting will featire the city mana- -
armington Hills — -
Robert Deadman and Larry Savage. The meeting .

gers from Farmington and F:
will take place at the Alexander Hamilton Life In-

surance building on Twelve Mile. But attendanceis
limited and reservations must be made by calling :

the Chamber office at 474-3440.

SOME IMPORTANT BUSINESS for
fantasy lovers will take place on March 28 when

the Easter Bunny comes to the Twelve Oaks Mall.
Meet the bunny at 2 p.m. in the center court. Stevi
VanMeter, 1981 Junlor Miss Dance of the United
Smu,wlllﬂnglnddmeewhﬂewelwnﬂulhe
Easter Bunny. VaaMeter, a 13-year-old from Keegn
‘Barbor, currently is filming a 1962 Christmas TV

of the EIf Child", in which she is the
lead actress. A children's clothing fashion show also
will be featured during the Easter Bunny’s appear-
ance.

4 A SPECIAL TALENT show will be pre-
E §

fessional scholarship for the 1981-82 year. She also '
is represented in the Birmingham-Bloomfield Art
Association Michigan Fine Arts competition which
opened March 13.

THE SALAVATION ARMY is looking
for food to fill its food pantry for those in need. It
has been used several times in the last few weeks
and needs replenishing, according to Major John
Cunard, The food is used to help the unemployed.
Persons interested in contributing should call 477-
1153 or 478-4874.

THE ARMY OF CHRISTIANS also are
having the annual advisory dinner on March S1 at
the Botaford Inn, beginning at 7 p.m. The Army’s
youth chorus and brass sextet will perform. Reser-
vatlons can be made by calling the above numbers.

YOU AND THE KIDS can save some -

money and have some fun by jolning with other
families of the Adult for Kids organization when
they g0 to see the Great Houdini on April 24 and the
Wlnxd of 0z on May 15 at the Detroit Youth The-.
ater at the Detroit Institute of Arts. AFK members,
pay only $2 each. For further information call 855-
8252, :

1F YOU WISH to submit an item to Inside-
Angles address it to 23352 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48024.

o
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Krups at scvnngs ]
Motor City Sale -
makes news

Krups, the aristocrat of electrics, a class apart in styling
and peiformance, now at savingst The Markafplaoe only
at Northiand, Eastland, Falflane, Twelve Oaks. 57118 units.*
Toucht, Krups electric coffee mill, reg. $26, saie 21.99.
Krups compact electric food slicer, reg. $60, sale 50.99.

* 10-cup coffee and'tea maker by Krups, reg. §67, sale 55.89.
Krups fruit/vegetable julce extractor, reg. $50, sale 75.99.

“Totai units avaliable at Hudson's storas listed, while Guantities fas!.

hudsons

*RUPS




