Transportation drbpp’éd ._from state tax hike plan

By Tim Richard
staif writer

Some $132 million in new income tax
money for transportation has been
dropped from the budget crisis agenda
by legislative leaders and Gov. Millik-

en.
-“It's a disappointment,” said Gary
Krause, new general manager of the

t chigan Transp:
Authority. But road interests were elat-
ed

“The transportation people were di-
vided,” Milliken said last week in a
news conference after his announce-
inent in a speech to the Michigan Mu-
nicipal League. “They should.have had
their act together.”

Milliken on March 10 proposed $451
million in state budget cuts and a 0.7

. percent increase in the state income

tax. Of that, 0.3 was to go to all trans-
portation — state, county and local
roads and public transportation.

MILLIKEN spoke to the Municipal
League luncheon in Lansing only a
short time after a morning negotiating
session with legislative leaders of both

arties.

“We reached preliminary agreement,
first, to act on the proposals before the
‘Easter recess on April 8 and, second, to
separate the issue of transportation fi-

did not like the income tax increase be-
cause it would not be 90-10

which would raise gasoline and weight
them for the trans-

for roads,” he said.

In contrast, the state transportation
fund — supported by declining gasoline
and weight taxes — is earmarked so
that not more than 10 percent can be
allocated to public transportation. -

ROAD BUILDERS and road com-
missions, such as Oakland County’s,
had asked Milliken to withdraw the
proposed income tax increase for

nancing,” h

The governor added that legislators
had three major problems to deal with
— the deficits, the cash flow and school
aid — and didn’t want to take on trans-
portation, too. N

Doug Roberts, deputy director of the
budget, shed more Light on the battle a
few minutes later. “The road interests

They felt that because income taxes
go into the general fund, they would
have to fight their way through the leg-
islative process to get appropriations
in future years, according to one legis-
lative source. .

Road interests prefer a package of
bills in the House Taxation Committee

es,
portation fund.

Milliken's agreement with - legisla-
tors that transportation would ™
dropped from the income tax package
does not rule out raising the income tax
as a form of transportation funding lat-
er in the year. B

BUT SEMTA'S Krause doubted it. “1
would question the Legi: ability
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Nevertheless, Krause saw two good
points coming out of the federal gov-
ernment’s moves.

“While the feds talk about withdraw-

be. ing from operating costs because they

don't want to be involved in our labor

contracts, they’ve also talked about in-

creasing capital contributions from 80

hpetcem to 90 percent of project cost,”
e

said. .
o sAnd the SEMTA chief was pleased at

to go twice on that issue (raising the
income tax),” he said in an interview.
And so the odds are that the gasoline-
welght taxes will be the tool for in-
creasing the transportation fund.
SEMTA this year is seeking a tax in-
crease — either local or state — to re-
place federal operating subsidies which
are being phased out by the Reagan ad-
ministration. . . .

Secretary Drew
Lewis's recent proposal to raise the
federal gasoline tax five cents a gallon
— four cents for highways and one cént.
for public transit.

KRAUSE SAID the Reagan philoso-
phy. would be good news to supporters
of rail rapid transit — a point of hot
controversy in southeast Michigan.

He called SEMTA's rapid transit

plén “consistent with the philosophy of
increasing capital dollars and lowering
operating and maintenance costs.”
SEMTA's figures show that a major in-
vestment in a fixed, partly under-
ground rail line would result ih lower
fuel and operating costs. .
“That makes good economic sense
from a conservative viewpoint,” he

said.

In southeast Michigan, however, con-
servative politicos have tended to op-
pose an underground rapid transit line
as a pet of Detroit Mayor Coleman
Young.

MEANWHILE, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation announced that
revenue reductions will mean cutbacks
in three state-subsidized bus lines.

MDOT Director John P. Woodford
blamed the reductions on state revenue
reductions of $285,000. '

David F. Breck, 51, a district judge
in Birmingham-Bloomfield since 1977,

has been elevated to the Oakland Cir-
cuit Court effective April 2 by Gov.
Milliken.

Milliken names Breck
‘to circuit court bench

housing ordinances, In that period, he
was active in the Birmingham-Bloom-
field Human Relations Council.

For seven years, Breck was also a
director and chdirman of the

Breck will succeed Judge Robert
‘Webster, who resigned. Breck will be
eligible to run for a new six-year term
' Nov. 8, according to Milliken’s an-
nouncement.

The circuit court is a countywide

Authority.

After attending Cranbrook School, he
earned a BA at Michigan State Univer-
sity and a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. He belongs to several

Michigan T

and served as

court of general j including
‘major civil and criminal cases.
Breck's political career began in
1963 with his election to the Birming-
. ham City Commission, The commission
elected him mayor several times. He
was instrumental in passing and imple-
menting one of Michigan's first open

sociation.

‘David F. Breck
‘elevated

president of the Oakland County chap-
ter of the American Trial Lawyers As-

Breck resigned from the city com-
mission Jan. 1, 1977, when he was ap-
pointed district judge. He was elected
to a full term in 1978.

—
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Cycle safety classes open

Oakland C College is mo-
torcycle safety courses, 5:30-9:30 p.m. twice a week
at the Orchard Ridge Campus, Orchard Lake Road
at 1-696, Farmington Hills.

P and rain gear if necessary.
A $25 fee will be charged.

Weekend classes will be held on April 23 and 24;

What a twosome...
Benches by Flair and
Towne and
Country Treatment.

Slightly used national Auto Show and Convention Carpet-
ing now available in a wide range of colors and styles.

DONALD E. McNABB C

22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) 357-2626

FROM THE
CHICAGO
AUTO SHOW

3,

Reg. $235. Oxi'sale f(;l' $125 ea.
Two for $199

Put the finishing touches oo your dea, foyer, bedroom,
any foom in the house with these beautiful, contemporazy
fabric benches. These versatile benches are now specially
priced at $199  pair, 72 uniss available, in a wide choice
of colors. So, hurry to Towne and Country where great

i jusc part of the Towne 2nd Country treatment.
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34,00 to *3.95 per sq. yd.
10,000 sq. yds. now available [
length up to 200’ long =
Desrbom, 23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield Hills, 4107 Telegraph
Rochs 1110 S. Rochester Rd.
Open daily 10-9 Wi Sat. 10-
Use our convenient chag isa or Master Charge

Hours: Mon.-Thurs, 9-5, Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-1

Classes will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays
from April 12 to May 10; Tuesdays and Thursdays
from April 13 to May 11; Mondays and Wednesdays

April 30, May 1 and ; June 4 and § and June 11, 12
and 13. Friday evening classes will meet 6-10 p.m.
Staurday morning sessions will run from9am.to5
p.m. and on Sunday they will run from 8 am. to 6

from May 17 to June 16; and Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from May 18 to June 15.

Although motorcycles are provided, students
must furnish their own helmets, boots, gloves, arm

YOU'RE INVITED TO JOIN US

CRANBROOK SWIM CLUB

pm. ‘

at 476-9400, Ext. 212.

FULL-TIME MANAGER, QUALIFIED STAFF, PICNIC FACILITIES, SNACK
BAR, TENNIS AND VOLLEYBALL COURTS, ADULT PARTIES, TEEN
TIMES, KIDS DAYS, SWIM LESSONS AND MUGH, MUCH MCRE.

MEMBERSHIPS ARE CONTINUALLY OPENING UP, A FEW ARE NOW
AVAILABLE. WRITE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS TO: CRANBROOK SWIM
CLUB, P.0. BOX 33, LATHRUP VILLAGE, M 48076. PHONE: 557-3614.

For registration, call the Orchard Ridge campils
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DISCOUNT
GARBAGE

BAGS

250 count per case

15 mi-$19.95

\\-) .

2 mil- *24.95

Prices Include
Delivery
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Choose the camper for you

Mall Camper Show.
Participating dealors:

(/e Twetve M

Explore the great outdoors in the comfort of a camper or van.'

from a variety of lightweight and conventional
campers, travel trailers and folding trailers, Great looking custom vans will also
be available. You can even find the utility trailer you have been looking for.
There's no reason to avoid the great outdoors when you can enjoy it in the
comfortable and altordable manner offered by the eleven dealers at the Tel-Twelve

" TOTHER EVENTS
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