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Everything’s against this show succeeding

Grace Alexandra Aiello plays young Glor’in“and Bethany Carpenter :
stars as a blind woman who is terrorizad by criminals in the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of “Wait Until Dark.”

The suspense-thriller “Wait Until Dark” con-
tinues through April 18 at Meadow Brook The-
atre on the Oakland University campus near .
Rochester.- Performances are at 830 pm.
Tuesdays-Fridays, 6 and 9:30 p.m. Saturdays,
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review

6:30 p.m. Sundays end 2 p.m. Wed For'
tickets call the boz office at 3770-3000.

By Helen Zucker
speclal writer

Meadow Brook Theatre's production of Freder- '
ick Kuoott's thriller “Wait Until Dark” is strangely !
lame. Directed with great uncertainty by Terence -
Kilburn; the east does everything it can to reveal i
the script’s inherent plot weaknesses,

Even the set seems to work against the seript. |
The basement apartment in Greenwich Village !
where a blind girl gets the upper hand over three '
criminals is so cluttered, so filled with chairs and
hassocks and small objects to trip over — not to
‘mention four rugs — I had trouble believing a blind
person could maneuver around this room, let alone
manager to stzb a murderer.

The telephone, a crucial, much-used instrument,
sits on the kitchen table sans a connecting wire.
(Elaine Morse, sitting beside me, spent 10 minutes
speculating on the possibility of a phone jack in-
stalled in the base of the table.}

If the production had been riveting, no one would
have cared where or even if the jack was installed.
But the first act ic so slow, and the actors 50 ambi-
valent that the mind wanders and one starts exam-
ining the set.

THE CAST seems to find this thriller hilarious,
and they have trouble deciding when to be terrify-
ing and when to be funny. The end product is nei-
ther a spoof on thrillers or a really scary evening.
It's a hash of genres.

‘Wil Love is unconvincing as Mike, the common
thief. Love is much more helievable as a gentle-
man. I didn’t believe Love had spent a day in jail,
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Love throws himself into the part of Sam Hen-
drix’s fictional friend, and it's easy to forget that he
doesn't know Sam at all. Love Is a sincere fraud
and a fake thief. It's supposed to be the cther way
around.

Phillip Locker as Sgt. Carlino Is believable ag the
dumb crook and totally unbelievable as a Ma-
chiavellian police officer. It's not Locker’s “Guys
and Dolls” accent — all those “deses and doses”
that's so cockeyed, it's the sight of a jailbird who
can't add suddenly remembering tons of informa-
tion, long telephone numbers and whipping up the
ability to think on his feet.

John LaGioia, who displays a wonderful Italian
accent whenever he gets on the telephone, isn’t re- 4
ally scary as Harry Roat, Ir. Roat is the key to this
play. He's not simply a murderer looking for a doll
containing heroin, he's a demented sadist, his mind
wheels in dark ways.

A CONTEST between the likes of Roat and a vul-
nerable blind girl should throw the audience into a
panic. Roat should be evil incarnate, a streak of
lean meanness.

_ La Giofa is fitfully threatening, especially at the |
’f:&a!e, and occasionally so genial we forget he’s a |
er.
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AT HICKCRY'S OF COURSE

-

Bethany Carptenter as “the super blind woman”
does her best to generate a bit of tension, but it's
clear at the outset that the three dunderheads are
no match for her.

Andrew Barnicle as Sam Hendrix, loving “per-
fectionist” husband, seems a bit addled. I don't
blame him. As straight man, Barnicle is called on
to play a photographer who is stupid enough to
barge off to New Jersey the day after a fake client
hasn’t shown up and a woman has been murdered in
the neighborhood. We hope Sam gets home safely so
that blind Suzy can take care of him.
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(sUNDAY BRUNCH

Highlight your Sunday at Brunch in the newly renovated
Pool Terrace Restaurant.
Chef Haok Van Daal has assem-
bled what may be the finest NEW
‘2 brunch in Metro Detroit.
Bring the family and friends.
Every Sunday from 8:00 AM
10 2:30 PM.
50

Seniors
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POOL TERRACE ][
} at the i HILTON

1455 Stephenson Hwy., Troy, M 48084 (313) 583-9000
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Restaurant & Delicatessen

SUNDAY SPECIALS $3.99
LASAGNA

LONDON BROIL
BAKED FISH
The above includes potato, tossed salad, roll & butter

;'péﬁnm HICKORY'S

12 MBe & Northwestem Hwy,

thfient
3522150,1522153
. Faitane Town Center. Dearbom
(Next 10 Seacs Entrance On
Uppet Level) 1367566
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Somerset Inn’s
‘Magnificent Easter
Sunday Brunch

O
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1v's for all In the famlly. Somersat Inn's famous Easter Sunday Brunch...served
grand butfst style. Our chet has literally knocked himsef out to present you with
101 specialty items. Lusclous fruit and vegetable displays will dazzle your eyes. The
aroma of West Virginla Ham and Steamshlp Flounds of beef will tease your palate.
And live ontertalnment will set your mood for this festive occasion.

Easter Brunch/Buffet hours are from 10:00 to
4:00 p.m. and reservations are & must. Call early
s0 we may accommodate you and your guests.

Adulits $9.95 Children 12 and under $4.95

Somerset Inn
2601 W.Big Beaver
Troy,Michigan 48084
313-643-7800

Featuring Harplst,
Christs Grix g

PRING WITH THE LION
FOR LUNCH!

$3.95

TWELVE DAILY SPECIALS TO CHOOSE FROM:
ALL SERVED WITH A LION-SIZED TOSSED SALAD

1. 6 oz. Steak Tips on a Bun with Fries

2. French Dip au Jus with Sautead Onions and Cheese

3. Beer Batter Fish Sandwich with Cheese and Fries

4. Half Pound Ground Round Burger with Cheese and Fries

5. Grilled Reuben Sandwich

6. Gyros Sandwich Basket with Fries

7. Quiche Lorraine, Seafood or Spinach with Fries

8. Triple Decker Club Sandwich

9. Hot or Cold Roast Beef or Corned Beef Sandwich

10. All-U-Can-Eat Salad Bar and Cup of Soup (no tossed salad)

11. 6 oz. Broiled Boston Scrod

12. One-Third Stab of Side Ribs with Fries

PLUS many other regular menu items to choose from!

Served Monday-Saturday from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Wines « Beers » Cocktails « Specialties

COUPON.

FREE! EASTER SUNDAY DINNER
FOR KIDS TWELVE AND UNDER

Bring tha whole lamslg to dinner and have your young ones order from our special
*“FOR HUNGRY CUBS" section of our menu and thosa selections will be absolutely
FREE - even seconds, FREE. Restricted to kids twe
at least two dining adults. Does not include beverages, desserts, etc. and applies
only to items in the “FOR HUNGRY CUBS" section of our menc.

Offer good orly from 1 p.m. ‘fil 10 p.m. Easter Sunday

858-8840 2235 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
{Southside of Orchard Leke Rd. between Telegraph & Middiebett)

ve and under, accompanled by
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