Smith unveils tax shift
to aid school districts

“'By Tim Richard
.. Staft writer

sonal income tax as much as 0.8 percent. (Current- .
1y, the income tax rate is 4.6 percent; the Legisla-

.. The Michigan Education Association has been
;. over it and likes it.
.. The Farm Bureau has written some of the lan-
- guageand likes it.
The Michigan Townships Association (MTA) will
_-actively pushit. .
.. And this time state Rep. Roy Smith, R-Saline,
, thinks he finally has a winner — a ballot proposal
_ to cut school operating property taxes that can’t be
‘evaded by the Legislature and can win at the polls.
“If legislators are boxed in, they'll perform,”
* Smith said last week as he unveiled the proposal to

boxed in they'll have to perform.”

He added: “We would make education the state’s
No. 1 priority.”

SMITH BOASTS the support of 30 cosponsors of
+ his House Resolution S but admits aloud, “It proba-
© bly won't go anywhere in the Legislature.”
¢ So with the help of Rep. Claude Trim, D-Davis-
« burg, and the 6,500 officials from 1,225 townships,
. he is seeking some 450,000 petition signatures to
* put his lengthy constitutional amendment on the
; state ballot.

Main provisions:
. e The first 75 percent of school property taxes
; would be removed from homesteads and resident
{ farms. Limits: $1,800 for houses, $2,500 for farms.
. Persons age 62 and older would pay zero
. school operating taxes on homesteads.

® Farms would have to be assessed for farm
. use, even if in the path of a development. “The
+ Farm Bureau attorneys wrote the language,” Smith
+ said.
. The state would have to reimburse each
: school district 100 percent for lost property taxes.
1 Legislators could not take the money from other
i public education — universities, four-year colleges
: and community colleges. Total cost: $1.5 billion.

@ The sales tax would be raised to 5 percent
from 4 percent, and “circuit breaker” rebates
would be eliminated. Total revenue and savings:
« about $1 billion.

;e The remaining $520 million would have to be
+ raised by the Legislature, either by cutting other
. non-school state spending or by increasing the per-

ture is Gov. Milliken's proposal to raise
it by 0.4 percent.)

@ Election of local school boards, now provided
by state law, would be guaranteed in the constitu-
tion. Local control of schools would also be consti-
tutionally guaranteed.

“1 KNOW of no organization which opposes it,”
Smith said. ;

Renters and businésses would be unaffected by
the proposals he said, although renters would still
be eligible to declare a portion of their rents as a
state income tax deduction.

Some of the nearly 800 municipal league mem-
bers — officials of cities and townships — voiced
disapproval. Said one: “The schools want the best of
two worlds. Cities, villages and counties are going
through strains. The schools are losing population
and need to be more efficient. If we give them a
‘hold harmless’ (guaranteed 100-percent reimburse-
ment from the state for lost property taxes), we're
not doing them any favor.” *

Robert Robinson, MTA executive director, said
in a separate announcement, “Never before have
the state coffers or the school funding system been
in this kind of shape. Though we ‘would have pre-
ferred to support a cut rather than a shift, we real-
ize that this state is in deep trouble and can't afford
it right now.

“We feel it's time to base school funding more on
ability to pay.”

PROPERTY TAXES have been almost a 27-year
concern of Smith, whose 52nd House District
spreads across rural Washtenaw County and into
Plymouth Township.

He was co-author of the Smith-Bullard proposal,
a 1980 ballot plan that would have shifted school
funding to the state income tax. Though supported
actively by the MEA, the proposal received only
about 20-percent support at the polls.

Smith is also known as author of PA 114, which
requires equalization of local property assessments
by class of property. The law was aimed at such
industrial communities as Dearborn and Redford
Township, where it caused major increases in rest-
dential Smith argued residential as-
sessinents were far too low.
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Speczlﬂ Purchases!

10.99 and 17.49

Soft sweaters

for spring

Special purchase. Save on cotton knit with
cable front in bright colors, 17.49. -Or
lightweight lacy acrylic cardigan in white,
10.99. 800 units* in Fashion Accessories.

11.99 to 21.99

Patent handbags

for Easter

Special purchase. You'll find a variety of
shiny black classic styles, double-handles,
shoulder straps and colorfu! clutches.
1100 units* in Handbags.

2.99 to 10.99

Lustrous pearl

fashion jewelry

Special purchase. Save on glass, hand
knotted pearls in 6 and 8mm sirands, also
graduated strands. Pierced and clip ear-
rings. 1600 units* in Fashion Jewelry.

*Total units on sale at all stores while
quantities last.
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FLOOR CLEARANCE

20% off Rolfs accessories
4.80 to $20, reg. $6 to $25. Save on all
regular price Rolfs secretaries, attaches,

20% off fashion necklaces

Save on all regular price necklaces.
Choose from the latest pendanis, chains

and more. In Personal Leather Goods.

20% off Isotoner gloves
Save on all styles of Isotoner gloves by
Aris. One size fits all. Available in
assorted colors. In Gloves.

and beads. In Fashion Jewelry.

20% off spring accessories
*All Totes” umbrellas and rainwear ac-
cessories. ®All scarves from Anne Klein,
Echo and Vera. In Fashion Accessories.

SALE ENDS SUNDAY, APRIL 4 AT AlL STORES.

TO MAKE ROOM FOR OUR NEW Crowley’s Own Pantyhose

SPRING STYLES, WE MUST SELL

ALL UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE

ON OUR FLOOR, INCLUDING
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE

GALLERY PIECES

AT
(SOME DISCONTINUED ITEMS AT 60% OFF)
YES, EVERY SOFA LOVESEAT,

CHAIR, RECLINER AND SLEEPER
INCLUDED

Active Life reg. $2
Control Topreg. $3 «........-
Queen size reg. $3 .

All Sheerreg. $3 ... .
Sheer Knee Hireg. 2/1.95 ..
Stockings reg. $2

SALE ENDS SATURDAY, APRIL 10 IN
HOSIERY AT ALL STORES.

Selected close-outs in every department
aiso on sale at similar savings

ALL SALES FINAL » NO CANCELLATIONS « NO HOLD ORDERS
No Charge for Delivery * Small Irems Take-With-
This Sale Oaly - Cash or Credit Cards

3 DAYS ONLY
Sale ends Saturday, April 3

Shop tonight til 9 p.m. ot Westborn, Macomb Mall, Livonia Mall, Lakeside Mall, Farmington, Birmingharm,
Universal Mall and Arborland. Grand River open til 7 p.m. New Center open fil 6 p.m.
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