'This ‘Messiah’ turned audience into believers

OBE

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writer

Metropolitasn area audiences were
treated to three successive comings of
the Messiah in Orchestra Hall last
weekend. It was my pleasure to witness
the Second Coming, so to speak.

Handel's famous oratorio is among
the most frequently played works in
the musical repertoire. Every year it is
performed during Christmas and East-
er at one location or another. Thus, the
composition tends to be taken for
granted, The most vivid impression in
the minds of many listeners is the cele-
brated “Hallelujah” chorus, even
though it lasts only a little more than
two minutes in a work that is more

review

than 2% hours long.

One might well ask what could possi-
bly be gained by listening to one more

performance of that composition. But
lh.\s wasn't just one more ordinary per-
formance, and it turned many of the
audience into true believers, at least
musically.

AT THE PODIUM was Gary Bertini
in his last appearance here this season.

Male choruses join
for spring concert

The Arpl Swedish Male Chorus will
present its spring concert with perfor-
mances by the Finlandia Male Chorus
at 3 pm. April 18 in Finnish Cultural
Center, 35200 Eight Mile Road, Farm-
ington Hills.

Arpi director Herman S. Warne and
Finlandia director Evert Makinen have
programmed the concert to include
both serious and popular works.

“This is My Country,” by Al Jacobs
and “Stouthearted Men” will be sung
by both choruses under Warne's direc-
tion.

Makinen will direct the joint
choruses for “Slumra ljuvt Du lilla,” by
Wetterling in both Swedish and Finnish
followed by “Let There be Music” by
Williams.

Finlandia takes the stage with
“Saskatchewan,” “Coal Dust on the
Fiddle,” *Ttatuulen Viesti” and “Sini-

nen Ja Valkoinen” in observance of the
blue and white Finnish flag.

Arpi’s numbers on the program are
Greleg’s “Sangarhilsen,” “Rosa Rod,”
“Min rog,” and “Sangarvals.”

Makinen directs both choruses for
Bach’s “Now Let Every Tongue Adore
Thee,” and “Shenandoah.”

The choruses join for the finale of
“Klara Stjarna” by Wetterling in Swed-
ish and Finnish, and Irving Berlin's
“God Bess America.”

Piano accompanists are Gretchen
Moses for Arpi and Martha Shield for
Finlandia.

Arpi Ladies Auxiliary sponsors the
afterglow. Ralph Mannisto furnishes
music for listening and dancing after
the concert with his aceordion.

Admission is $2.50. Advance tickets
may be obtained through Dorothy Lind,
476-4599. Tickets will also be sold at
the door.
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Boys are Special

A reduced Detroit Symphony Orchestra
was joined by the Kenneth Jewell Cho-
rale, one of the best in the country.

Among the soloists, contralto Clau-
dine Carlson might be remembered
from her brilliant performance earlier
this season in Mahler’s “Resurrection”
symphony. On this occasion, there were
some weaknesses in her singing. This
was especially true in “But, who May
Abide the Day,” in which her voice was
given to excessive twirling and indefi-
nite, imprecise notes. There was some
subsequent improvement, however.

‘The most impressive singer was
tenor David Britton, whose voice was
not only rich and clear but showed su-
perb expressiveness and control, start-
ing with the first recitative and subse-
quent aria, “Every Valley.”

Soprano Kathrun Bouleyn demon-
strated remarkable skill and ability.
The aria, “Rejoice” has been the undo-
ing of many singers with its fast 16th
note passages. Bouleyn navigated them
with ease and little strain. A second,
slower version of this aria, in triplets,
exists for the benefit of lesser singers.

Some of Bouleyn’s improvisational
embellishments in the slower arias,
however, didn’t quite fit the contéxt, as
was the case in “Come unto me.” While
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ree ion was a common
pracnce ‘of the bamque period, it came
naturally to the performers who were
part of that period. A contemporary
performer who doesn’t specialize in
that style would do best fo keep such
improvisations to a minimum or to
dispense with them completely.
Baritone Leslie Guinn did his im-
pressive share, maintaining a full, rich
voice even in the lowest registers.

THE KENNETH JEWELL Chorale

was not to be outdone. The voices were
precise with good balance and excel-
lent phrasing.
It fulfilled expectations in the “Hallely-
jah,” of course but was also convincing
in other places, The singing was aceu-
rate and coordinated in the jolly skips
of “All we Like Sheep” in which sup-
posedly the sheep go astray, but the
chorus did not.

This was topped off by the superb
playing of the orchestra which merged
very well with the chorus and singers,
providing clear separation of the voic-
es throughout. Some of the faster tempi
started somewhat unpredictably, tak-
ing the violins by surprise but never re-
sulting in any serious disarray.

Noteworthy was Donald Greeu ’s bril-
liant trumpet solo in — you guessed it
— “The Trumpet Shall Sound.”

‘There were only minimal cuts in the
long composition. Above all, it seems
that the DSO has finally chosen to save
this composition from its overplayed,
routine aspects.

Thursdey, Aprll 8, 1982

Horticulturist falks

BRI

about Japanese gardens

Betty Frankel, horticulturist and
garden writer for Detroit Free Press,
will hold a one-session wurkshop called
“Japanese Gardens-Made in America”
April 23 at the Farmington Community
Center.. Japanese gardens are based
on imagery, tradition, natural and
man-made elements. The need for sim-
ple beauty and quiet sanctuary in com-
plicated lives is believed to have creat-
ed their recent popularity in America.

Mrs. Frankel has visited and filmed
many public Japanese gardens all over

the United States. Her slides will show
various styles, regional differences,
various details as well as the philoso-
phy and symbolism involved.

Line, mass and texture create the
theme around which the gardens are
designed. Some of the basic elements
are water, polished and rough stozes,
lanterns, simple reeds and sand raking.

Tips wtll be given on how to tran-
slate some of this subtle beauty for use
in the participants’ gardens.

Register and pay the $6-fee at the
ceater, 24705 Farmington Road.

Better Living Seminars
plan health camp in May

Directors of Better Living Seminars
are planning a health camp, to run May
9-16 in Grayling.

The non-profit incorporation serves
local communities in Detroit’s north
and west suburbs in educational con-
cepts of health, exercise and nutrition.

Most of the programs offered are run
on a donation basis, with the exception
of a few that are given in cooperation
with adult educatin classes of the lo-
cal school districts, and then the fee is
minimal,

The health camp, a first-time ven-
ture, offers a live-in stop smoking elin-
ic, sessions on cooking without meat,
weight reduction and stress control
semibars.

These basic activities will be in-
terspersed with horseback riding, boat-
ing, crafts, and exercise classes.

A free brochure will be sent on re-
quest by writing Better Living Semi-
nars, P. 0. Box 574, Playmouth, 48170,
or call 459-2028.
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at Kensingron Academy
1020 East Square Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
647-8060
Kindergarten thru eighth grade
accepting applications for September, 1982
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IN THE GROUND, ON THE GROUND.
ABOVE THE GROUND.

We'll give you a free gardening attachrnent to prove it.
During our spring sale you get your choice of any one of three
gardening attachments with the purchase of 3 Gravely 2-wheel
tractor. You can choose between our rotary plow, fotary cultivator
cr toolholder with tools. No matter which you choose. it will
make your gardening a pleasure.
¢ 4 Versatile. Gravely tractors are priced and sized to handie all
gardening jobs. But the tractor is just the beginning. The Gravely
System of over 20 attachments lets you mow. till, hoe.
sweep. furrow, cultivate. plow. doze, haul. remove

Hurry. Come by and see the Gravely 2-wheel

PERFORMANCE

do just about any job imaginable.

tractors socn. The special free
offer ends April 30th.

ONE HOUR PHOTO PROESSING

Easter Special

April 12 thru April 17

Color Developing & Printing

36 Exposure  Reg.s11®  NOW 36”

24 Exposure Reg. 8% NOW $510
30

12 Exposure Reg. $4% Now $3

With Coupon No Limit
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27865 Orchard Lk Rd
12 Mile at Orchard Lk Rd

553-3767
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555 Grand River Avenue. Novi

Novi
348-1800

Henry Suchowal
i

Offer Valid Dnly on
New Equipment

FOOTEG RAVELY TRACTO R

46401 Grand River, Novi

348-3444
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2 mile West
of Taft Mon.-Sat. 8-5

Get Manufacture

Livonia Hardware’s
Double
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[ SA
Thursday, Friday & Saturday
April 8,9, 10

Rebate by Mail

Get our maiching Rebate at the time ol purchas chK!s UPHOLSTERY sHoP
~Greenview Lawn Clinic Sy el —
Sat., April 10, Special, Luxurious, Wash & Wear

pm Perm complete $35%°

Greenview Lawn
Specialist
Bob Wieringa
will be on hand to answer
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SAVE YOUR FAVORITE CHAIR OR SOFA
CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING ¢ FINE FABRICS

L E 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Spring Sale Also Available:
10% off all fabrics| | Furniture Cleaning
Expires 4-30-82 Carpet Cleaning

Expert Workmanship « All Work Guaranteed
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES 471-1371

« Specializing in correc-
tive hair coloring,
shading and frosting

« Mens hairstyling

» Children under 12

COUPON

X
Dailv 99 + Sal 97 « Sun, 10-

GA2-1155-- 9371611

/ any you may Haircuts $10.00
ot sonits w?:“ ol N"Ouv best hnmm High have on lawn care. -iﬂeg:‘or%l:lezserli Discount
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rebate matching rebate | “acaorenere SBIS  pao s e e n der 29421 12 MILE ROAD 471-0140
Yourgages (Ve sq895 | *19% 0000sa.n. Your g Sp! OPEN 6 DAYS, EVES. BY APPOINTMENT
less $1.00 rabate Made of heavy-guage steel, finished
16338100 34 7“ with exaoxy paint for added rust
Special Plants |« attach !
28“ f. d...all you do is attach
e s $100 moats 1 _Prica| thehandie Mostimpor- NEW..NEW..NEW
maiching rovate SR GS :-':hhm to clminste
] i ightly streaks an . .
special | s36* 20000501 vour| Introducing Scalloped Decorative
fertili ::S‘,Wrnbll- Price s 95
lizer, =5 1" spgus 29 Moldings by the Decra-Mold Co.
» Shrub Mate « Garden Mate
«Rose Mate » Tomato Mate (6 patierns to choose fl":’m)
fl  Buyone5ib. pkg. at $3.95 .
,l get the secand package FREE. Introductory 20% Discount
until 4-10-82
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 8-4:30
H.A. SMITH

28575 GRAND RIVER (near 8 Mile)
474-6610 or 535-8440




