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3-vyear search ends with 2 families’ reunion

By Mary Rodrique
editor

After 23 years of searching, Betty
Hester has found her adopted family
again.

This is'not the typical searching-for-
roots story, as Hester's “adopted” clan
is a family of refugees she sponsared
after the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.

_ After Hester oriented Tibor and Ma-
ria Matyas and their young daughter

Ad_rianna to the American way of life,
a job transfer and subsequent moves
separated the Hester and Matyas fami- -

lies for more than two decades.

It was only two weeks ago that the
Redford Township woman finally was
reunited with the Matyas after finding
Tibor’s residence listed in a suburban
telephone directory.

“Can you believe that?” a jubilant
Hester asked. “Here we are living in
Redford. and they live in Northville.”

“Now I believe in miracles,” Tibor
Matyas added.

THE STORY STARTED in Decem-
ber 1956 in Harvey Brown Presbyteri-
an Church in Louisville, Ky.

“The minister tatked about the revo-
lution, and he made such a good story,
it brought tears to my eyes,” Hester re-
called.

‘The registered nurse and mother of
five children decided then that she
would adopt one of the four families
the church was sponsoring. Only two
weeks later, the travel-weary Hungari-
ans arrived.

“It was 6 a.m. when I went to the
Brown Hotel in Louisville to pick up
my new family,” she recalled. “We just
looked at each other, then I brought

learned, I learned a word of Hungari-
an,” she said.

For the Matyas, escape from their
homeland — they lived in a town 50
miles from Budapest — became inevi-

them home for something to eat.”
Language was a barrier, and a small
Hungarian/English dictionary became
the first order of business.
“For every English word they

table once Tibor Matyas learned that
military authorities were looking for
him.

As a student at the University of Bu-
dapest, he was involved in anti-Com-

munist uprisings, the stimulus for the
October 1956 revolution that was
quelled by Soviet troops.
200,000 Hungarians fled the country.

The Matyas packed an overnight bag
holding little more than diapers and a
change of clothes for their 17-month-
old daughter and rode a freight train
150 miles west to the Austrian border
to make their eseape.

They made their way to Vienna,
where they registered with the Ameri-
can Embassy.

“Coming to America was always a
dream for me," said Matyas, who
‘works as a design engineer.

Betty Hester recalls that they “ar-
rived on Thursday and Tibor started
working the following Monday.”

Meanwhile, Mrs. Matyas recalled,
“Betty taught us everything about
America.”

She remembers her first visit to the
supermarket.

“It was so new to me,” she said. “The
fresh vegetables in the middle of win-
ter were so amazing.”

Both women laughed remembering
how Mrs. Matyas loaded the grocery
cart with green peppers.

Nearly *

For an hour Thursday, the three ex-
changed anecdotes: Hester teaching
Matyas how to drive, he deating a fend-
er; the birth of the Matyas second
daughter, Suzanne, who is Hester's god-
child; and Matyas’ job transfer to Rich-
mond, Va., in 1859.

That same year, Betty Hester moved
to the Detroit area. Later, she moved to
Petoskey for a decade before returing
to Redford in 1978. Likewise, the Ma-
tyas family, which grew with the addi-
tion of two sons, moved to Plymouth,
then Chicago, then Northville in 1978.

“[ put ads in the personal columns of
newspapers, I called the company that
Tibor worked for when he left Louis-
ville, I even called all the Matyas in the
phone books in Michigan,” Hester said.

Likewise, Tibor Matyas tried to
reach Betty Hester, but to no avail.

They finally hit the jackpot two
weeks ago.

A party is planned at the Matyas’
clubhouse on April 17 “To get all our
friends together,” said Mrs. Matyas,
who plans to cook up a Hungarian feast
for the occasion. “This party is going to
be our thanks to Betty and her family.”

“We're going to have a good time,”
Hester said.

CPA review class at OU May 1

Registration is underway for low-
cost programs for licensure and reli-
censure of certified public accountants.

Oakland University Division of Con-
tinuing is offering the day-

Betty Hester shares a laugh with Tibor and Maria Matyas. The two families were reunited recently at-
ter 23 years of separation.
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long review May 1 prior to the state
CPA licensing exam.

Tax, practice, law, auditing and the-
ory will be covered in classes conduct-
ed from 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Registrants

may take one to all five classes at $15
per class.

For registration information call the
Continuing Education office at 377
3120 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. weekdays.

A CPA weekend program that pro- ~
vides up to 20 continuing professional
education (CPE) hours toward relicen-
sure will be conducted Friday evening
through Sunday afternoon
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One of the outstanding values
in our sport coat collection is
our superbly tailored polyester
* and wool navy hlazer of
unparalleled quality at a price
within the most stringent
budget. The single most
important item in any man’s
wardrobe...
correct in appearance for sport
or dress occasions.

Specially priced for this week
only! A regular $145 value for

only s107¢8

Basic Alterations Included.

Save Over 25%
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Orchard Mall, Orchard L-ake Road
North of Maple. West Bloomiield. 851-9444.
Open Thursday and Friday il 9 P.M.
Qpen Sunday 12:5

WARREN  TRENTON
12 Mile Road  Van Horn at Fort
at Hoover (Trafford Sq. Ctr.)

574-2440 676-8800

1-96 at Novi Rd. Exit
(Adjacent to 12 Oaks)

349-3700

| "OURBESTBUYS"
ety \Women's Festival : BU

A-Z-BOY

RECLINA-ROCKER® CHAIRS

from $22995 to $29995

NOW ONLY 8 MORE DAYS!
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Open Weekdays 10am-9pm ¢ Saturday 10am-6pm ¢ Sunday 12-5pm.
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Michigan's Largest Selection
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best buys of the year! Select
— from a generous group of famous

S La-Z-Boy® Reclina-Rocker® chairs now at
™ gne modest price range. Hurry! Quantities are limited—
182 chairs available at all locations.

of La-Z-Boy* Chairs & Sleep-Sofas.

Sale Ends April 22nd.

We're celebrating the end
of winter with some of the

from

$39995

Elegance by day—comfort by night.
Enjoy La-Z-Boy® comfort 24 hours a
day. Full size unit available in Olefin

stripe or Nylon tweed at $398.95.

ANN ARBOR-YPSI
Washtenaw ¥: mi. east of US 23
(In the New Kroger Center)
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