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Cast captures quality

in ‘Romantic Comedy’

Performances of Bernard Slade’s
“Romantic Comedy” continue
through May 9 at the Birmingham
Theatre, 211 S. Woodward. Perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. Tuesdays-Sat-
urdays, 7 p.m. Sundays and 2 p.m.
Wednesdays and Sundays. For tick-
et informtion, phone 644-3533.

By Helen Zucker
special writer

The Birmingham Theatre production
of Bernard Slade’s “Romantic Come-
dy” is a winner.

Stade's play is more than clever, it's
genuinely funny — filled with delect-
able one-liners that come naturally out
of the script — and the cast is intelli-
gent enough to capture the special
quality, the special warmth Slade feels
for his characters.

Directed by Tom Troupe, “Romantic
Comedy" is the most professional pro-
duction I've seen at the Birmingham
‘Theatre. If the pacing is stepped up an
iota, “Romantic Comedy" should be the
smash hit of the '81-'82 season.

All the machinery works so that you
don't see it. The hubbub of wedding
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guests in a far room is pitched just
right. The set by David Weller works
beautifully. Somehow all those vases
and baskets that shouldn't line the
bookshelves of a sophisticated study
look right.

THE WINDOWS, doors and ante-
rooms are terrific. No one got in any-
one's way, despite folding massage ta-
bles and typewriters on the floor.

But it’s the actors who make “Ro-
mantic Comedy” a memorable eve-
ning. Noel Harrison does a wonderful
job as Jason Carmichael, the comedy
writer from the East End of London
who marries an ambassadqr’s daughter
because her father “has a flag on his

Harrison gives us a portrait of a
talented, witty man with a thorough
knowledge of his job (writing and doc-
toring plays) and lots of selfish habits.
Carmichael ignores his kids (We don’t

pity them. They get lots of attention
from his wife and partner). He's a fop,
a dandy, and a workaholic who loves
the theater.

Bernard Slade has a wonderful eye
for foibles, and Harrison makes the
most of wonderful bits like not sitting
down before he sees his tailor so he
“won't crease.” Harrison makes all of
Carmichael's relationships believable.

Carol Lynley is warm, screwy, intel-
ligent 2nd wonderful as Phoebe Crad-
dock, the schoolmarm from Vermont
who becomes Carmichael’s partner on
his wedding day. I was alarmed when
Lynley bounced into Carmichael's
study looking like Flopsey, Mopsey and
Cottontail rolled into one. (Carmichael
tells her she “dresses like a garage
sale.")

PHOEBE GROWS from a Vermont
girl intc a New Yorker who wears a
baseball cap, and finally Paris clothes
which she exchanges for blue jeans
when she meets up with Carmichael
again.

“This play is beautifully constructed,
and the small touches like Phoebe’s
clothing signal changes. Lynley has an
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Noel Harrison and Caro! Lynley make their charac-
ters come alive with warmth and wit in Bernard

appealing way of delivering dialogue
sets as if they were short public
speeches. It adds to her lovable eccen-
tricity.

Carol Bruce is dandy as Blanche Dai-
ley, the throaty, loyal agent. Bruce has
good timing and a crusty manner be-

Slade’s neatly co
who

nstructed
become

play about playwright-

neath which beats a heart of gold. She's
deft, handing over hot soup so that you
feel it burning her fingers.

Laura Beattie is intelligent and
frighteningly competent as Allison,
Carmichael's politician wife. Director
‘Tom Troupe steps in for a nice turn as

involved.

Leo Janowitz, the reporter who takes
Phoebe to Paris, and Aida Berlyn is
fine as Kate Mallory, the vamp-actress
with her dress on backwards.

Enjoy.

Will-O-Way’s production of ‘The Shadow Box’ falls flat

The Will-O-Way Repertory The-
atre production of “The Shadow
Bozx" by Michael Cristofer continues
at 830 pm. Fridays-Saturdays
through April 24 at the Eagle The-
atre, 13 S. Saginaw, Pontiac. Tick-
ets are $6. For more information
call 644-1418.

By Margo Parker
special writer

The Will-O-Way Apprentice Theatre

has taken its act on the road to mounta -

production of Michael Cristofer’s *“The
Shadow Box™ at Pontiac’s Eagle The-
atre. Unhappily, the Eagle'’s ample
staging resources, so lacking in Will-O-

Way's Bloomfield Township home, can-
not compensate for the wooden acting
and misguided direction exhibited here.

In this two-hour play, there are only
perhaps 15 minutes of genuine, believ-
able acting. The rest is unmotivated,
cliched, histrionic and embarrasssing.

“The Shadow Box” is a gloriously
written, Pulitzer-Prize-winning drama
centering around three hospice-like
cottages on the grounds of a large hos-
pital. Theree human beings are dying
here with varying degrees of humor,
dignity and despair, dragging their
loved ones down with them or uplifting
them with their courage.

“There are five different stages a
person will go through when he faces
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the fact of his own death: Denial, an-
ger, bargaining, depression and accept-
ance,” is the widely quoted statement
used in the playbill. “These stages will
last for different periods of time, then
will replace each other, or exist at
times side by side, but the one thing
that usually persists through all these
stages is hope.”

ONLY OCCASIONALLY can the
playgoer identify the five stages or the
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shining hope in this production of “The
Shadow Box.” Eileen Keinert comes
closest as the frumpy spinster waiting
for her querulous mother’s death with-
out realizing that she herself is pro-
longing the agony with an innocent col-
lection of Jies that has become impossi-
ble to unweave.

Actually, when one considers the
performance of Sheila LaVigne as
Anges’ mother, one almost understands
Keinert’s dislike. LaVigne's whiny
twang sets our teeth on edge from the
very first word, showing an appalling

lack of understanding of, or sympathy
for, the old and senile. Why director
James S. Bennett let her get away with
fhis travesty is beyond guessing.

The most sympathetic family ensem-
ble in this trilogy centers around Mel-
vyn Hardiman as a blue-collar worker
whose dreams died long ago and whose
body is just now catching up.

Maria Foster as his wife, Maggie,
does a good job denying his condition
and her feelings about it but doesn't
show the transition to acceptance and
restored affection.

Part of her problem lies with Hardi-
man, who never seems in touch with his
characters’s feelings. Hardiman and
Foster are handicapped, too, by the
staging of director Bennett. He has
them clutching each other in stiff, un-
realistic embraces whenever he doesn't
seem to know what else to do.

Bennett ’s bad bad blocking wreaks
the worst havoc in the menage a trois
between a dying writer, his ex-wife and
his homosexual lover. With a huge
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Elias—and only Ehas—

makes so much fresh from
scratch. Every day. W
call it “Fresh Magic.’

‘We have our own hakery.
Early every
morning, our
J‘:) bakers bake
rolls, flaky pie
crusts and a whole variety

Thick, rich soups. Deli-
cious chili. Zesty sauces.
Tasty salad dressings.

Salad are prepared fresh.
Vegetables and fruits are

Atresh
to enjoy at every meal
at Elias Big Boy.

The freshest of fresh
inall of our fixin’.
e Every moming, we pick
our produce fresh, as soon
as it gets to market. Our
salads are crisp and
crunchy, and our sand-
wiches and soups taste so
fresh because they are!
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We make our own It's fresh, never frozen
soups, salad dressings e vl e s
and gravies. That's why our classic

Big Boy, Brawny Lad and
Haif Pound Ground Round
dinner are so popular.

Hearty gravies. More Fresh Magic”
Oursalad bar Qur tender fish comes
specialties are from the cold, clean ocean.
homemade, too. And we bread our delec-

Specialties like 3 Bean table, crispy onion rings

Salad and Carrot 'n Apple by hand, fresh every day.

The eggs on your
breakfast plate
are farm-fresh

butter. And 100% pure
cream in our famous Cus-
tom Blend Coffee. You
keep telling us that it's the
best coffee In the world!

We make our

own desserts. .
We make our
own seal all-
natural ice cream
from the freshest, most
wholesome ingredients.
And so preservatives.
Our desserts offer pure
chocolate, real coconut,
fresh bananas and juicy
strawberries.

Thats the
“Fresh Magic story.
Of course, the real magic
is when yor make it all
disappear! Come visit
us soon!
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