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‘Perennials: Divide and.
conquer for best results

Dividing Is a technique used to control
the size of pernnials, rejuvenate and prop-
agate the plants. . .

Most perennials tend to grow larger
every year, usually by spreading and mak-
ing a larger clump every year. The most
vigorous growers can expand until they
choke out other plants.

in addition, expanding clumps begin to
compete with themselves. Those on the
outer eage thrive in fresh soil, but those in
the center suffer. The result can be a
healthy circle of plants around a dying

- center. -~

As a general rule, fall-blooming peren-
nials are divided in early spring to give
them a growing season to re-establish
themselves. Perennials which bloom in
spting and summer normally are divided
in the fall. / :

However, in areas with extreme winters
where temperatures may fall to bewteen
10 and 20 degrees below zero, early spring
dividing is recommended to protect newly
planted divisions~from the severe winter.
weather. | -

Gardeners planning to divide must first
decide which plants they want to save,.
which they will dig out and dispose of, and
which they want to replant in a different
location.
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Expanding clumps
begin to compete with
themselves. Those on
the outer edge thrive in
fresh soil, but those in
the center suffer.

The bed should be well watered a few
days before dividing to make the digging
and separating easier. The perennials
should be pruned severely, to six inches
from the ground, so you cam see what
you're doing.

The entire clump should be dug out as
completely as possible, If the center has
died out, the living portion should be divid-
ed into smaller clumps. :

To divide a stubborn clump, insert two
spading forks into it back to back, then
press the handles toward each other. The
leverage at the tines should pry the clump
apart. ’

Holes left by the clump should be en-
richeéd with organic matter and a fertilizer
with no nitrogen. One or more of the divi-
sions can be replanted in the hole. Replant
the rest elsewhere. .
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Midwest's Largest Selection of Unfinished Furniture -
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The YANKEE CARPENTER .

Spring! Time to Indul
in a new
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For your wouse [
DECORATING FABRICS IN STOCK fFoe

BLDSPREADS ,oufcovr;izé.
CUZTHIND UPHOLSTERY
PRAPERIED LirinGgo -

STEWOHRT fABRICS
275 L.Mople BIRMINGHAM - .
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FaqoyBath Boutique
DIVISION OF LONG PLUMBING .

EVERYTHING FOR THE GATH BUT THE WATER [TSELF
COMPLETE LINE OF WALL & COUNTER
TOP ACCESSORIES & FIXTURES
« TOWELS » RUGS « SHOWER CURTAINS
+ DECORATIVE FAUCETS & VANITIES
Installation Avsilable .

VISIT ONE OF MICHIGAN'S LARGEST &
. MOST COMPLETE BATH SHOPS

== '349-0373
NORTHVILLE

190 E. MAIN ST.
Mon-Thurs 9-5:30; Fri 9-9; Sat 9-5

We have a complete find of stalned and beveled giass windows’
new and old. Custom made oak or walnut doors, entrance
systems, French doors with beautlful beveled and leaded glass,
and architectural ltems. We glso do glass repairs.

Experlence a new dimension at:
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= - Trestle Table - '
Hutch : : PEACOCK ALLEY
2215 S. TELEGRAPH ROAD . 1585 Nt Opdyke Road
Miracle Mile Shopping Center » Bloomfield Hills + 338-0441 ' Pontiac, Michigan 48057
373-1337

mmm | WOOD FINISHING CLASSES |- (4
= EVERY THURSDAY 7 P.M. )
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Complete decorating service availu.

........ RS
f . L



