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Annuals: They’re easy,
colorful and inexpensive

Annuals are the beginning gardener’s
delight: They are easy to grow, produce
colorful flowers in abundance and are in-
expensive,

The first and meost important step in
growing annuals is to prepare the soil for
planting. A good way to condition your soil
for planting. A good way to condition your
soil is to add 6 to 9 inches of organic mat-
ter, such as peat moss, manure or com-
post, to the surface.

Next, work the soil with a shovel or dig-
ging fork and break it up into small pati-
cles. This will allow the air to move more
easily so your plants can drain properly
and will get enough exygen for root
growth,

You can start from seeds or buy started
transplants at your local nursery or gar-
den center. You should choose plants with
compact foliage and good leaf color. Even
through you'll get better results from
younger plants.

Also, fresh stock is always better than
plants that have been held for a number of
weeks. It's a good idea to find out from
your nurseryman the shipments dates of
the annuals before you decide to buy.

Once you've selected your transplants,
keep them well watered until planting
time. An overcast day or the cooler parts

of the day, morning or evening, in the ear-
ly spring are the best transplant times.

Whenever you transplant nursery stock,
keep these following points in minds,

e Make sure the planting bed is wa-
tered thoroughly.

e Don't plant dry plants, Water them
thoroughly before removing from contain-
ers and allow them to drain 5 to 10 min-
utes.

o Take plants out of their contianers
one by one to kecp the root ball from
drying out. If removing from cell packs,
squeeze the bottom of the containers to
force the root ball above the lip of the
pack.

¢ Plant annuals slightly deeper than
they were in the container; firm the soil
lightly around them.

You might also want to protect your
plants from the wind and sun with news-
paper hoods. or commercially abailable
hot packs for a day or two until they
“catch,”

Now that you've got your annuals off to
a good start, keep them moist. A deep
soaking is far better than frequent, light
applications of water. Before you know it,
yow’ll have a full bloom of color in your
garden.
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4 Only fifteen minutes from Downtown Birmingham

Clip-it Garden Tip

It's Soil
Prep time:

Hey FoLKs! ger AN
EARLY START ON
BUILDING RiCH, NATURAL-

EdRTH O GARDEN IN...

Vegetables:

Get your soil off to an early
start. Great sotl Improver,
Perfect for peas, spinach, Tet-
tuce, and all others. It's orga-
nic and gives roots the room
1o grow!

The GardenWorks

LEAF HUMUS

Helps your soil return to “rich natural earth” like the forest floor.

Flowers:

More benefits than there's
space to list here-that's why  planting. Blend soil with Leaf
flowers thrive in Leal
Humus. Feeds and aerates
the soil. Easy to use, and
allows easy weeding.

Transplants:
Take a safe route 10 trans-

Humus and fillinto hole
that's 2-3 times larger than
root ball.
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BIRMINGHAM
Northwood Florist & Nursery
630 S. Adams Rd. 642-5700

CLARKSTON
Bordines Better Blooms
8600 Dixie Hwy. 625-3100

DEARBORN HEIGHTS

English Gardens #1
22650 Ford Rd. 562-3288

FERNDALE

This Bloom'em World
22540 Woodward Ave. 399-8718

LIVONIA

Christensen’s Inc.
38901 Ann Arbor Rd. 464-3797

Harold Thomas Nursery
14925 Middlebelt Rd. 421-2888

ROCHESTER
Bordines Better Blooms
1985 Rochester Rd. 651-3000

WEST BLOOMFIELD
Eaton Nursery LTD
5899 West Maple 851-5440

English Gardens #2
6370 Orchard Lake Rd. 851-7506

WESTLAND

Clyde Smith & Sons
8285 Newburgh Rd. 425-1434

Westland Garden Center
32593 Cherry Hill Rd. 721-6610
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