drmington

Wednesday, March 25, 1970

EIGERIRSEN IS ERVER

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

today’s

hot line

Mrs. William Milliken sbeaking in Far-
mington urges a revolution lof values, Con-
gressman Jack McDonald urges an immediate
mediation on postal grievanqes and a return
to work, local residents clgim the Student
Mobilization Committee is iled by subver-
sives, and Charley Williams 's caught sneak-
ing out of an outhouse. That|s a pretty wide
variety of local news. !
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An Early duess

Farmington Township plans to spend
$3,500 on a study on how to.bjild an adequate
tax base. An early guess by one trustee is
that planners will recommen\d a lot of devel-
opment other than single-family homes,
which are described as the worst tax-produc-
ing base for government, !
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60 Minutes

About 20 residents from ithe southend of
Farmington Township spent an hour Monday
night asking trustees for relief. The township
board responded by promising to arrange a
meeting with Oakland Countyjofficials and by
promising to investigate ppssibility of a
matching fund program for ditching.
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Cleaning The Earth

Suburban governments could get state
grants for pilot programs for the *“Clean
Earth Corps” that Gov. Milliken wants to
start this summer. And the governor tells us
he's getting some ‘‘interested response’ on
the idea. See Regional Affairs.
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Dullsville

When Vance Packard appeared at School-
craft College. he had one of {he liveliest top-
ics in the world - sex. But his delivery and
ideas failed to stimulate hi:s audience, our
man on the scene found.
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A 3-58
Churches--Easter Rites
Classified Want Ads
Cooking, by Elly ..

Deaths and Funerals
Editorial Viewpoai 8A
Home and Garden
Readers’ Forum
Regional Affairs
Sports--Prep and Pro ..
World of Women .

our Street

He's in Business On

Your neighborhood boy is
business training through his Olserver route. The

aining voluable

50+ you pay him each month fof our new Carrier
Subscription Plan assures his success in his first
business venture. Be sure fo ask for a receipt,
which will guarontee delivery of The Farmington
Observer.
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armington Carriers Walk Out

POSTAL PICKETS--Farmington leter carriers s refus
ed fo report to work Monday and formed picket lines
in front of the Farmington Post Office. Local postal clerks

What To Do

J

have refused o cross the picket lines and Teamsters have
stopped making deliveries or pickups. Mail service Mon-
day in Farmington was at a complete standstill. {Evert
photo}

During

Post Office Strike

The mail carrier strike which hit Farmington
Saturday has left local residents and merchants in a
dither.

It was the first walkout by postal employes in
the Post Office’s 195-year history. After taking mail
for granted for years, people are now wondering
what to do without mai.l se‘rvif:e.

ALTHOUGH IT IS not expected to be a pro-
longed strike, confusion will exist each day that de-
liveries are delayed. Should the strike continue,
President Nixon will probably order the U.S. Army
or National Guard to step in.

Meanwhile, Farmington residents are wondering
how to pay their bills and merchants are wondering
how to deliver them. Obviously, a number of persons
are concdrned about receiving social security and
pension checks and mailing tax returns.

An immediate problem for many will be obtaining
certificate of insurance payments to purchase auto-
mobile license plates.

C.A. Spencer, head of the Farmington division of
AAA, advises all motorists who have not yet pur-
chased plates to drive directly to their insuranc
agent’s office to obtain certificates. !

Many motorists may have just recently sent in an
insurance premium payment and should not depend
upon receiving a certificate back in the mail, Speh-
cer stressed. -

Instead, local insurance offices will issue certifi-
cates, says Spencer. Because each insurer is givén
at least a 30-day grace period, certificates will be

- handed out even though payment may not have

reached the central office.

The deadiine for purchasing license plates is
March 31 and applicants must have a certificate of
insurance and copy of title when buying plates.

Spencer advises all residents to make all impor-
tant pa{ments in person, including utilities, house
payments, car payments, charge accounts and insur-
ance premiums.
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ANOTHER IMPORTANT date is April 15, dead-
line for sending in your federal tax returns. Tax re-
turns must be hand-delivered to the post office by
April 15.

Postal clerks will postmark the tax return ac-
cording to the date it is delivered, and the federal
government will honor that postmark even though
the return may not be received until sometime later.

But those lucky enough to get refunds will have
to wait.

e

FARMINGTON POSTMASTER Henry Trombley
told this paper he does not expect the strike will last
more than two or three days.

Trombley said he is awaiting instructions from
the regional division in Chicago on specific steps to
take. Instructions, he said, will be coming from the
inspection service and field service of the regional
office. .
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FRED BRAYTON, Farmington manager of the
iocal Detroit Edison branch office, says residents
can make payments directly at the branch office
which is on the east side of Farmington Rd. south of
Grand River.

Brayton said a decision might be made for Edi-
son electric bills to be hand-delivered by clerks. But
residents can estimate what their bill is by checking
past payments and drop payments in the night de-
posit slot at the back or front door.

Brayton added his clerks will call to find out the
exact amount due for persons coming into the office
during normal working hours. For those estimating
bills, an overpayment will be either credited on the
next month’s account or refunded, depending upon
the amount.

Those using the night deposit slot should use a
check or money order and not cash, said Brayton.
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CONSUMERS POWER CO. also encourages resi-
dents to make payments in person at the Farmington
branch office which is located on the east side of-
Farmington Rd. and south of Grand River, directly
across from the Farmington Enterprise & Observer.

Night deposit boxes can also be used. Any over-
payment on gas bills will be credited on the next
month’s bill.

Gerald W. Boner of Michigan Bell Co. says the
mail strike is critical because the phone company
depends 80% on the mail for payments.

Boner said Michigan Bell will not shut off serv-
ice during the mail strike for non-payment of bills.

Phone users may call Michigan Bell to find out

Continued on Poge 4

"-NEW MAIL BOX -- If the postal strike continves
much longer night mail slots at utility company branch
offices will be put to full use as means of delivering pay-
ments, (Evert photo)

Mail

'Service

Halts
Monday

Mail operations were at a complete standstill
Monday in the Farmington Area as letter carriers
walked out.

While some 70 local carriers were on strike,
most clerks stayed home in sympathy to the stri-
kers. Only one clerk crossed picket lines.

PEEPEEY

THE SKELETON CREW inside the U. S. Post
Office on Slocum, just east of Farmington Rd., could
handle little of the mail sorting as mail service ab-
ruptly halted.

Teamster drivers are also honoring the wildcat
strike by refusing to pickup or deliver mail by truck.

The Chicago region of the U. S. Post Office De-
partment has placed an embargo on all mail with a
480 and 482 zip code.

Maurice Dever, superintendent of mail for Far-
mington, says the local branch cannot accept or de-
liver any mail.

The Farmington Post Office is not accepting any
mail whatsoever over the counter and will not pickup
at any of the mail boxes in the area.

The only mail box in which letters can be depos-
ited is located in front of the Farmington Post Office.

Dever says employes will unload that box as it
fills, but the mail will go nowhere once taken inside
the Post Office.

Dever urges residents not to use the box at all.
however, until further notice.

PREFIIN
. DEVER HOPES steps will be taken soon to al-
low deliveries especially before the April 15 deadline
for federal tax returns.

Residents are asked to hold onto their tax re-
turns until further notice when instructions will be
printed in this paper.

“The ramifications of this strike are alarming
beyond comprehension,” says Dever. “Action must
be taken soon. Right now, we are acting on an hour
by hour basis. We can’t even sort mail now.”

Jim Hawks, president of Farmington Branch
4570 of the National. Letter Carriers Association
(NLCA), was in Washington Friday to meet with na-
tional NLCA leaders.

Friday night Farmington carriers voted not to
return to work. No deliveries were made on Satur-

Sunday the carriers met again and after a two-
hour session reaffirmed Friday's vote not to return

-to work. Hawks had returned Saturday from his con-

ference with NCLA leaders.
) . .

A STATEMENT was issued Monday to the Far-
mington Enterprise & Observer by Bill Haliman and
Bill Rence. Hallman is treasurer and Rencecarrier
representative of Local 4570.

“Technically, it is a wildcat strike. We will stay
out until something develops that is a definite pay
advantage to us,” the pair confirmed.

Rence said the local is asking the mail clerks to
honor the picket lines. ““They are doing it voluntarily
on their own convictions,” he added.

The two stressed the Farmington carriers will
deliver any vital mail, such as medicine or social
security and pension checks. v

Rence said local Postmaster Henry Trombley
has been notified the Farmington carriers will de-
liver vital mail without pay.

The Farmington vote was almost unanimous,
they reported, even though carriers will not receive
pay while on strike. The local does not have a strike
fund, says Rence, ‘‘because once the public under-
stands our demands, we shouldn’t be in this position
again”

Clerks not reporting for work are also getting
their pay docked.

The local said carriers are appreciative of the
moral support received from the public, are sorry
for the inconvience and hope the 'strike will end very
soon.

**We don't look for a long strike but expect Con-
gress to act immediately,” says Rence. He added a
telegram sent to President Nixon from about 10 con-
gressmen urging immediate action included tlie sig-
nature of Congressman Jack McDonald.

There is one mail carrier who did report to work
Monday. The individual is a military retiree who is
concerned about losing his military pension should he
engage in an illegal strike against the government.
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