Brickley vs. Headlee and Patterson on taxes

By Tim Richard
staff writer

The three top

James Brickley, Richard Headlee
and L. Brooks Patterson agreed on one
thing: One of them would be a better
governor than the UAW-endorsed
James Blanchard of any of the other
Democratic candidates.

After that, however, the three top
contenders for the Republican guber-
natorial nomination split on nearly all
15 questions asked Tuesday by the 300
members of the el i

ders for the
Republican
gubernatorial
nomination split on
nearly all 15 questions
asked.

Brickley, §5, lieutenant governor
from 1971-74 and 79-82: “First, change

Women's Club.

In general, Brickley found himself
defendihg Milliken administration poli-
cies while Headlee and Patterson took
a more conservative tack, attacking
taxes and spending.

State Sen. Jack Welborn, R-Kalama-
200. the fourth contender for the Re-
publican gubernatorial nomination, did
not attend.

Here is a sampling of questions and
the candidates’ answers in the order in
which they spoke:

WHAT SPECIFIC proposals would
you make to increase the number of
jobs in Michiean?

the of the Michigan Legisla-
ture of the last 10 years, a philosophy
which has systematically eroded
jobs. . .which has not been concerned
‘about the job climate. Second, diversify
the economy. High technology is the
most obvious area.”

Headlee, 51, president of Alexander
Hamilton Life Insurance Co. of Farm-
ington Hills and chairman of the board
of Qakland University: “Make business-
people who are here feel
welcome. . . . Revise the single busi-
ness tax to put in a profit floor . . .
Get in advocate in the governor’s office
for private enterprise. Business and
jobs are synonymous. If you're anti-
business, you're anti-jobs.”
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Patterson, 44, prosecutor of Qakland
County for 10 years: “I own a small res-
taurant in north Oakland County that
employs 15. Every Friday we have to
meet a payroll after workers comp, un-
employment comp, single business tax,
franchise fee and now more income
tax. The costs of doing business in
Michigan are prohibitive. I would
repeal the single business tax — not
modify it like my two friends here.”

DO YOU AGREE with the package
of tax increases and spending cuts ad-
vocated by Gov. Milliken? .

Headlee: “Lower taxes and more
jobs, not higher taxes and no jobs. Say
‘no’ to the big spending lobbies. The
package contains no true spending
cuts.” g '

Patterson: “No question there’s a fis-
cal crisis. I was poo-pooed by the De-
partment of Mangement and Budget
for saying that in February. ...
Freeze state hiring and attrition out
11,000 jobs (minus 2,700 ‘critical’ jobs
such as prison guards). Eliminate wel-
fare fraud. Ten years ago, I wrote a
book proposing 53 ways to stop welfare
fraud. The legislature ignored it.”

Brickley: “I'm doing a lot of econom-
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ic development work — talking to busi-
ness leaders in high-technology, robot-
ies, molecular biology. Not one of them
raised a serious question about taxes in
Michigan. . .It's that (increase the in-
come tax) or watch us slip below a
tolerable level of services in this state.”

POTHOLE JOKES are no joke. What
would you do about our deteriorating
roads?

Headlee: “The gas tax has been a
major source of revenue. The state is
not managing your money well. There
are 200 freeway design engineers in the
Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion who haven't designed a freeway
since the mid-'60s.” Headlee frequently
said “management” was the key to
holding down spending and improving
services.

Patterson: “We were told to conserve
gas, and we did. The thank-you we get
is a proposed one percent income tax
hike. If you think it’s ‘temporary.’ then
you believe in the tooth fairy. ...
Freeze wages. . . . There's plenty left
in the coffers for road maintenance.”

Brickley: “This is how you tell who's
in government and who's out. (Refer-
ring to Headlee's “management”

SINCE 1859
Call Now For
Free Home Estimates

Thursday, April 22, 1882

(019A

plank,) 75 to 80 percent of our highway

money goes to private contractors in

the private sector. We've got to tell the
truth. We need more revenue. Al Quie,
a Reagan Republican, ran for governor
of Minnesota and said ‘better manage-
ment.’ He said he wouldn’t run again if
taxes- had to be increased. Within 12
months he had 2 $1 billion deficit. A tax
in¢rease was passed. He is not running
again.”

HOW DO you feel about the proposed
Woodward corridor subway?

Patterson: “Absolutely not. Unneces-
sary. It would squander taxpayers dol-
lars. It would go nowhere and carry no
one.”

Brickley: “I dont think there’s
enough money to build it. But this re-
gion does need some fixed rail. or ur-
ban sprawl will kill us. We are the ol
metropolitan area in the nation trying
to do it all with autos. [ was surprised
at SEMTA's subwa{ recommendation.
but I doubt we have the funds.”

Headlee: “The subway is an ego trip
for the mayor of one of the worst-man-
aged cities in the world. Mayor Young
says, 'Headlee is deadly.’ That's worth
200,000 votes for me in other parts of
the state. Detroit is a classic example
of what happens to a city whose bonds
mature its mayor. The §15 million
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HAVING A PARTY SOON?
COME TO “A PARTY PREVIEW”
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right now
A NEW °VISIBLE DIFFERENCE" REGIMEN BY ELIZABETH ARDEN
You're only two steps from a dramatic improvement in your skin, with
“Visible Difference” Daily Care. “Visible Difference” Moisture-Creme
Soap cleans deeply, leaving a smoothness you'll feel instantly. “Visible
Difference”” Moisture-Creme Complex penetrates cells 20 layers deep,
refining skin texture, and dramatically improving its appearance within
14 10 21 days. Finer, softer, more luminous skin is that simple. Come see
how it can work for you. Moisture Creme-Complex, 17.50. Soap, $9. In
Cosmetics at all stores except Grand River.

Lord & Taylor,
Fairlane and Twelve Oaks

Come collect beoutiful dresses for every hour
from the best of Americon designers
Selections include some one-of-kind finds;

Wayne County |, not every style in every color or size.
591-0900 Sale ends April 27th, Lord & Taylor,
Oakland County ) Fairlone—coll 336-3100;
644-1070 Twelve Ocks—call 348-3400.
Rochester/Avon *Percentage off ariginal prices. In some cases,
852-3222 intermediote price reductions may have
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