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All three major union powers in the Democratic

; Party have endorsed him for governor. And yet
. US. Rep. James Blanchard is rarely heard by the
. luncheon elubs or seen at the plant gates.

“I'm spendmg most of my time outstate and
fund-raising,” said
Blanchard, 39, a four-
term congressman from
Pleasant Ridge who is
seeking to be the first
Democrat in the state
executive office in 20
years.

“And I'm in Washing-
ton part of the week,”
said Blanchard, who
chairs a House econom-
ic stabilization subcom-
mittee.

When the Redford
Democratic  Boosters
Club entertained guber-
natorial candidates one
Tuesday evening,
Blanchard sent field
chairman Rick Weiner,

James Blanchard
building a coalition

... a political pro. But the candidate himself was on
.. hand for a private home and restaurant reception

week.

HIS LACK of local visibility has made him a tar-
get for other gubernatorial hopefuls.

Conservative Republican Richard Headlee, run-
ning a business-oriented campaign, charged Blanc-
hard and his UAW connection are part of the Michi-
gan's economic problem, not part of the cure.

Blanchard took it in stride. He said in an inter-
view:

“First, a cross-section of Michigan is going to en-
dorse me, and a cross-section of Michigan is going
to have to solve Michigan's problem.

“Second, becayse of my handling of Chrysler, I
fully expected, afd I believed I deserved, the UAW
endorsement.

“Third, I've been able to raise half the legal limit
of campaign contributions from individuals — like
here,” he $aid, gesturing at the roomful of people.

BLANCHARD gained national attention and the
admiration of prominent Michigan Democrats with
his handling of “Chrysler” — political shorthand for
the complex package of federal, state, Canadian
provincial and private loan guarantees to shore up
North America’s No. 3 auto maker.

His campaign literature emphasizes the Chrysler
effort — that and the general theme of jobs.

“When jobs are literally one, two and three on the
agenda,” Weiner told the Redford Boosters, “Jim is
the only candidate tested on a tough economic ques-
tion.
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Blanchard quietly builds coalition

. By Tim Richard

“Jim is the only candidate with 2 Washington and
a Lansing perspective.

“He is the only candidate who can get business
and labor to work cooperatively . . . seeking a con-
:‘cjnsus to get Michigan's economic recovery start-

“l-?e is the only candidate who can ‘pul together &
coalition.”

“WE CAN'T expect any magic bailout from
Washington,” Weiner went on. “Reagan is disman-
tling 40 years of federal programs.

“There will be recovery of the auto industry, but
not like in the heyday.

“We'll have to use the state’s bonding power to
encourage different businesses to settle in Michi-
gan.

“His endorsements (by the UAW, AFL-CIO and
Michigan Education Association) tend to serve as a
catalyst for even greater support,” Weiner said in
answer to a question on whether Blanchard needs
individual help. “Those were well-worked endorse-
ments. The reasons were hammered home: His
work on econemic stabilization and on Chrysler.”

SEEKING the statehouse job, Blanchard is
aware he's walking from ‘one trouble spot to anoth-

“The state has been running a cash flow deficit
since 1975. The cigarette tax (increase) is’ ear-
marked to help reduce that,” he said. “By its very
nature, it's an admission they have not been run-
ning a balanced budget.”
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Right now, during Gorman’s Spectacular
Anniversary Party, you can save 20%
on Tropitone and 25% on Woodard
summer furniture. We're celebrating by
putting our entire stock of summer
furniture on sale, and the fantastic r
selection of colors and styles in stock
will make you want to throw a party

ND

Summer furniture...

In stk an
A

don sale.

of your own! Come in now, and get ready
for summer savings! Sale ends May 30.
Come to Gorman's Anniversary Party.
It's a flashback to the fabulous 40’s. It's
also a benefit for the American Cancer
Society. Friday, May 14. Dancing,
prizes and more! Donation: $12.50 per
person. Call-557-5353 for details.

ANNIVERSARY PARTY

GOIR

W B|g Beaver at Crooks
Phone: 643-2070

traspltone

FAIRLANE

260 Town Center Brive
Dearborn

Phone: 336-0340

Across from Fairlane Mall

All stores open Daily 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Friday till 9; Troy and Fairlane open Sunday Noon to 5:30.
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in the world.
Ask Car & Driver, Ruad
& Track, Motor Trend.
They called it a technical
and aesthetic masterpiec.
Or ask Porsche. BMW.,
Ford and GM. They all
offer Recaro as osiginal
equipment.

Better yet, stop
in. We have seats
on display you
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