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starring

- The punch of the prize-fighting ring
awaits theatergoers to Will-O0-Way
Repertory Company’s production of
“Golden Boy.”
> Performances continue at 8:30 pm.
Fridays-Saturdays through May 29 at
the theater, 775 W. Long Lake Road,
Bloomfield Township. Tickets are $6.
For reservations and theater party
bookings call §44-4418.

“Golden Boy” is under the direction
of Celia Merrill Turner. A rhythmic
musical in the contemporary mode,

“Golden Boy” was written by William .

Gibson and Clifford Odets. Music and
-lyrics are by Charles Strouse and Lee
Adams.

. “The story features Joe Wellington as
the Golden Boy. The Harlem lad strives
to put the ghetto behind him and rise
from insult to fame in the brutal world
of the white man. His route to success
takes the audience through the rhyth-
mic battle of the boxing arena.

EN ROUTE to a championship, Joe
makes the mistake of falling in love
with Lorna Moon, his manager's girl-
friend. He learns only too late that she
still loves the manager. Emotions of
guilt and love create powerful interac-
tion.

Troy Burgess, 19, of Farmington
Hills, plays Joe, a part originally creat-
ed by Sammy Davis. A recent graduate
of North Farmington High School, Bur-
gess has to his credit performances in
the Michigan Opera Theatre’s produc-
tion of “Porgy and Bess.”

He also has toured Australia, Spain
and Africa as a teror soloist with the
semi-professional chorus, Musical
Youth Interntional.

Playing opposite Burgess is Gregory :
Edward Gray, a professional actor and.

guest artist on the Will-0-Way stage.
Gray performs as Eddie Satin, the “big
guy” in town who seeks to purchase the
Golden Boy’s contract.

Gray most recently was an actor and
director with the Kalamazoo Civic
Players. He has performed in and di-

< .
Tom Barnes is Tokio (lelt), Randy Milberg is R

tion of the musical “Golden Boy.”

rected such productions as “The Great
‘White Hope™ and “Raisin.”

A native of Detroit and graduate of
Cass Technical High School, he studied
theater at Michigan State University
and St. Stephens College in Los Angeles
where he was awarded a master of fine
arts degree in drama.

GRAY BRINGS considerable experi-

in ‘Golden Boy’

ence from the world of boxing to his
role of Eddie Satin. In real life, he was
a national Golden Gloves champion
from 1866-72. Also in 1972, Gray was a
member of the national Olympie Trials
boxing team.

Several other area residents have
been cast in the play. Gene Connolly of
Bloomiield Township will portray Pop-

oxy and Jerry Roberts is Joseph in Will-0-Way’s produc-

pa Wellington.

Linda Louise Dierkes of Birming-
ham, Jan Franklin of Farmington
Hills, Miriam Garon of Southfield and
Linda Nelson of Troy all are members
of the show's singing and dancing cho-

rus.
Michelle Levine of Southfield is the
choreographer.
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Chef Hank Van Daal has assem-

bled what may be the finest NEW

brunch in Metro Detroit.
Bring the family and friends.
Every Sunday from 8:00 AM
© 2:30 PM.
Seniors

& Childrens

Adults $695

HILTON

5. Grilled Reuben Sandwich

8. Triple Decker Club Sandwich

11. 6 oz. Broiled Boston Scrod

Served Monday-Saturday

CASUAL FAMILY DINING WITH SPIRITS

R ‘ :
"'SPRING WITH THE LION
FOR LUNCH!

TWELVE DAILY SPECIALS TO CHOOSE FROM:
ALL SERVED WITH A LION-SIZED TOSSED SALAD
1. 6 0z. Steak Tips on a Bun with Frles
- 2. French Dip au Jus with Sauteed Onlons and Cheese
3. Beer Batter Fish Sandwich with Cheese and Fries
4. Half Pound Ground Round Burger with Cheese and Fries

6. Gyros Sandwich Basket with Fries
7. Quiche Lorraine, Seafood or Spinach with Fries

9. Hot or Cold Roast Beef or Corned Beef Sandwich
10. All-U-Can-Eat Salad Bar and Cup of Soup (no tossed salad)

12. One-Third Slab of Side Ribs with Fries
PLUS many other regular menu items to choose from!

Wines + Beers « Cocktalls » Specialties

$3.95

from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

*“FOR HUNGRY CUI
FREE - aven saconds, F
at least two dining adults. Does nat Inci
only to tems in the “FOR HUNGRY

FREE! MOTHER'S DAY DINNER
FOR KIDS TWELVE AND UNDER

I
|
i
I Bring the whole family to dinner and have your young ones order from our speclal
1  section of our menu and those seiactions will ba absolutely
] EE. Restricted to kids tweive and under, accompanied by
I iude beverages, desserts, etc. and applies

‘section of our menu.
Ofier good only from 1 p.m. ‘tll 10p.m. Mother's Day

858-8840
W aiom Auseped
Ind Revommended
fur itey e e

2235 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
{Southida of Orchard Leke Rd. between Telegraph & Middiebetl)
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MOTHER’S DAY
THE %\(IZHULER‘S

For over 70 years. Win
Schuler's has been help-
ing families honor Mother
on her special day. Whether
yours is a small celebration or a family
reunion. make your reservatians at Win

lers

enl wayé To Hake Yo

ROCHESTER WEST BLOOMFIELD
2601 Rochester Rd. 6066 West Maple
852-8330 851-8880
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Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of Neil
Simon’s “Chapter Two" continue
through May 16 on the QOakland
University campus near Roches-
ter. Curtgin time is 830 p.m.
Tuesdays-Fridays, 6 and 9:30
p.m. Saturdays,’ 6:30 p.m. Sun-
days and 2 p.m. Wednesdays. For
tickets call the box office after
noon at 377-3300.

By Helen Zucker
speclal writer

Meadow Brock Theatre's produc-
tion of Neil Simon's weirdest play,
“Chapter Two," is well done.

The play, directed by Charles
Nolte, walks an uneasy tightrope be-
tween flippancy and real despond-
ency, and the cast carefully follows
the uneasy line of the script —
shooting out Simon’s inevitably fun-
ny one-liners, then falling back into
asad limbo.

The result is a curious combina-
tion of easy laughs at situations that
aren’t really funny and fits of blue
funk eddying offstage and floating
,about in the theater.

“Chapter Two"” deals with the lay-
ing away of ghosts. Despite the clev-
er lines, the beginning, middle and
end all suggest we can't really lay
the dead to rest. The best we can do
is muddle through and get on with
new relationships.

IT'S A SOMBER play, an unre-
solved play, and nothing can hide
that fact. The play lacks true comic
lunacy. Simon, writing from auto-
biographical material in “Chapter
‘Two,” is too close to the bone to get
out on a comic limb, to crate the
truly amusing minor characters
that turn up in his other works.

Paul Vincent, nonetheless, gives
the best performance of the evening
in the hardest role. As George
Schneider, the writer who's lost his

Uneven balance
mars Simon play

beloved, idealized wife of 12 years,
Vineent starts slowly but gets going
as the play proceeds.

Vincent has a way of carefully
enunciating his words, almost as if
he were testing them to see if words
still exist after grief has taken its
toll. This works in his favor, adding
depth to a part Vincent could've
breezed through.

Vincent tilts the weight of his role
toward the confused, bereaved male
‘who has to start dating again (his
brother won't let him wilt), rather
than toward the eternally witty man
who's never at a loss for words.

We believe Vincent’s momentary
cruelty toward his new wife, and we
also believe in his basic good will
and understand why he seems to
have his best rapport with his new
Tove over the phone.

FRAN BRILL as Jennie Malone,
the woman who becomes Schneid-
er's wife, is also at her best on the
phone. Brill is a bit stiff, and [ had
no trouble believing in her as a
“perfectionist who needs order.” T
had trouble believing in her as a
“wonderfully warm, spontaneous,
creative person.”

Brili has good timing, looks intel-
ligent and turns in a competent per-
formance. She needs some voltage.

David Regal as Leo, George’s phi-
landering brother, turns in an ener-
getic performance. Leo is an odd
character. He doesn’t love anyone
but George and his wife Marilyn “in
his fashion” He enjoys “dispas-
sionate passion " — affairs with
anyone available.

Regal manages to exude a crude
sense of caring for a brother he
doeso't understand, Leo idealizes his
brother, rather in the way George
idealizes his dead wife, giving all
three characters a slight air of un-
realify.

Please turn to Next Page

THE MUSIC'S AS BEAUTIFUL
AS THE NAME.
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