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backgammon
Mike Giordano

E‘ of the Cavendish North backgammon club

® REMEMBER THE GAME PLAN

Blocking is the name of the game for
the backgammon player and the offen-
sive lineman alike.

1 remember the days when I started
learning backgammon. One day, a
friend and teacher sat across from me,
his patience worn thin by a series of
my inane plays. Fimally, he yelled:
“What's your game plan? What are you
trying to do?” My admission of igno-
rance drove him iato 2 rage, similar to
the effect of a couple Miller Lites on
John Madden in the TV commereial.

He ranted: “You block "em. You build
your § point! And your 4 point! And
your bar point! And when you got ‘em
all blocked in, you can do any damn
thing you want and even you can't
Tose.

The advice was basic but sound. The
delivery I've remembered all these
many years.

In the example, white rolls a 6-1 and
is faced with the happy dilemma of
‘making either his 5 point or his 7 point.
Both plays are strong, but making thes
point is the better choice. There are a
couple reasons why this is so.

We may hit a shot in the next few
rolls in which the additional point on
our home table would make it more
difficult for the opponent to re-enter
from the bar. Also, by making the 7
point, we would strip ourselves down to
two men on the black 12 point. This

might prove an embarrassment if
black runs into our outer table and we
are forced to abandon the black 12
point in order to hit him.

‘There i3 an even more basic reason
for making the 5 point. If you think
about your objectives — your game
plan, blocking — you will see that the 5
and 4 points both have a high priority
since black couldn't be effectively
blocked if he were able to make one of
these points with his back men.

Because we play backgammon with
only 15 men per side and we would like
to use 10 of them to occupy the five
points from our 4 through our 8, that
doesn't leave much room to have men
stacked five high on any point. By using
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one of the five men on our 6 point to
achieve a high priority objective, the
remainder of our men will be better
placed to build additional blocking
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‘The annual Channel 56
Auction achieved a mile-
stone in its 14-year histo-
ry when it closed Satur-
day night with a record
$770,561. -
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points.

Sometimes, when faced with a di-
lemma, your decision becomes easier if
you stop to think about what it is that
you're trying to accomplish. Whenever
T'm stuck for a play, I try to consider
the game plan — the important things
like old friends, linemen and beer com-
mercials.
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Questions about backgammon
can be sent to Mike Giordano, c/o0

the Observer & Eccentric, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150.
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“It Happened One Night” (1934), 8
pm. Friday and Saturday at the
Redford Theatre, 17360 Lahser at
Grand River, phone 537-1133, $2.
Running time: 105 minutes.

Frank Capra’s first screwball come-
dy is delightful, witty, fast-paced, pi-
caresque, all-American and all-Holly:
wood. No cultural or artistic bias in-
tended, but early talking films were
dominated by foreign stars and Broad-
way actors. Emil Jannings, Maurice
Chevalier, Charles Laughton and Josef
von Sternberg represented “American”
cinema before Capra came along and
gave a new spirit and vitality to the
young art form. In “It Happened One
Night,” Clark Gable and Claudette Col-
bert team as unlikely lovers — he a
brusque reporter and she a runaway so-
ciety miss. Oscars went to picture, di-
rector and the two stars; Roscoe Karns,
Alan Hale and Ward Bond co-star.

Rating: $3.40.

“The Paper Chase” (1973), 2 tonight
on Ch. 4. Originally 111 minutes.

reason. As the Harvard law professor,
he permeates every scene of this film
written and directed by James Bridges,
even those in which he does not appear.
Timothy Bottoms stars as first-year
law student Hart, with Lindsay “Bionic
‘Woman” Wagner as Kingsfield's daugh-
ter and Hart's love interest.Rating:

Saturday on Ch. 50. Originally 104

WHAT'S IT WORTH?
Avralings guide to the movies

Bad .

Fair. . .
Good. . . .83
Excellent. ... ......... 84

“The Kentuckian” (1955), 10 a.m.

minutes.
Burt Lancaster directed and stars in

a film that's a very nice blend of ac-
tion, romance and humor. Two note-
worthy scenes — Lancaster’s fight with
the villainous Walter Matthau, and
Lancaster’s dash across a shallow
stream to reach another scoundrel be-
fore that man can reload his musket —

N-mad

1t's little known that John Houséman
(the tyrant-professor, Kingsfield) was a
big-time Hollywood producer for many
years and is now artistic director of a
touring troupe of performers called
The Acting Company. (For a fascinat-
ing and amusing account of his profes-
sional relationship with novelist and
screenwriter Raymond Chandler, see
the book “The World of Raymond
Chandler,” edited by Miriam Gross.)
Houseman will always be remembered
as Kingsfield, though, and with good

pecially
adventure story.Rating:$2.95.

this

second-rate

“Malibu High" (1979), 2:30 Friday
night on Ch. 4. Originally 91 min-
utes.

“Kim is a troubled teen-ager about
to enter her senior year in high school
at a particularly low point in her young
life.” Jill Lansing and Stuart Taylor
star.Rating: B-minus.
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JAPANESE and CHINESE

Dine Qut Tonight

HAPPY HOUR 2 for 1

Tuos.-Fri.in the Lounge £il 7 pm

Friday 2 for 1 il 7 pm in Dining Room \

JOHNNY K'S

LADIES' NIGHT - EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

'WEDHESDAY
ALLU-CAN-EAT
with saied $2.95
UES. & SAT.

NOW APPEARING

DRINKS - 1/2 PRICE

Dennis Rome and Co.
Tuesday-Saturday

Mon.-Fri. 11-2 a.m,; Saturday 5 p.m.-2 a.m.
22826 W. FIVE MILE « LIVONIA

425-8530
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Try out delicious § oo
pasties. The latestin |
foods.
Frosh ingredients and covson
TWO LOCATIONS. r;umllwl:'locl BUY X 0n MORE
6755 MIDDLEBELT complete
GARDENCITY-421-85350  meal for 815 1 GET ONE
731 SEVEN MILE Open Dally 10 am-7 pm § FREE
LIVONIA - 5337733 CLOSED SUNDAY g winCowson
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SUNDAY 3-8 pm

Live Polish Band for
Your Dining and Dancing
Pleasure: CHRIS; JACK AND MUSIC

M ol

MONDAY NIGHT

LUNCHEONS SERVED DAILY

75 OFFALL D}

on-Frl. 11 AMLTPM.
.

POLISH STYLE BUFFE;

MAY SPECIAL

CRAB LEGS
'ANDDELMONICO

RINKS
JOINUS
FOR A SPECIAL
MOTHER'S DAY
DINNER

STEAK COMBO
$795 Reg $1155

29703 W. Seven Mi. « Livonia
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Dinners
Complete Dinner or
Sandwich
Served Anytime

39305 Plymouth Rd.
Corner of Eckles

464-2272

ef Livenia
Cocktails-Luncheons-

MODERATE PRICES

BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

music!

Live, March 29 through May 1 with
an explosive show ful! of today’s

LIVONIA-
17123 Laurel Parl

Reslaurant-Bar

:

T

ive North

Ph. 464.

May 9,
Pamper
Mom!

On Mother’s Day,
give Mom the atten-
tion she’s always
given you by dining
with us at our Special
Mother’s Day Brunch,
featuring: Traditional
Brunch Items, Steam-
ship Round of Beef,
Carved Ham, Assort-
ed Pastries, Fresh
Fruits, Seafood New-
burg, Dessert Island
plus Champagne and
Asti Spumonti served
after 12:00 noon.

$10.25
Children under 12 $4.95
Senior Citizens
Brunch Served from
10am. to 3 pm.’

Yolidlay Swa

WEST
17123 Laurel Park Dr. North
-1300

® ® ©® ©® ®

$9.25

(K-Mart Plaza)
Livonia 476-8215

CLOC“ IR S

30843 PLYMOUTH RD.
2BLKS. E. OF MERRIMAN

& )
U 421-5060
TOUJ ne HO ’Open 12 - 7 Mothers Day
Take Mother Out to Dinner

6.25

ADULTS

+Potato CHildren
‘egetable Under

+Salad Bar 10

*4.50

Special Sunday
OUR FAMOUS BUFFET

« Turkey & Oressing
»Baked Ham & Raisin Sauce
* Roast Beel

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS

Eastern Cuisine
Entertainment
3 Shows Nightly
Slarring tluw‘xisu
NO COVER CHARGE
Cocktail Hours Tues.-Fri.
Featuring:
+Shish Kabob (Lamb or Beef)
+Baked & Raw Kibbeh
ey« American Food (Steak) « Full Middle Eastern Menu
28340 Ford Rd. - Garden City
For R

joservations Call
522-0011 or 261-6720
2 for 1 Dinner Special

Enjoy one complimentary dinner with the purchase
of a second dinner of equal or great value.
Dinner Served 5 p.m.-Midnight

Sunday thru Friday
Coupon Valid thru 5-2-82

Saturday 5 p.m.-3 p.m.
Closed Monday

AMERICAN
CUISINE

» COCKTAIL LOUNGE

« BUSINESSMEN'S
LUNCHEONS

» FAMILY DINNERS

CARRY-OUT SERVICE

_'}_ S BANQUET FACILITIES
. A1
b OPEN EVERY DAY
i Monday-Thursday 11a.m.-11p.m.

Friday-Saturday 11a.m.-12 p.m.
Sundays & Holidays 12-10 p.m.

591-1901

37097 SIX MILE AT NEWBURGH « LIVONIA

CHANGE BACK FROM
A $2000 BILL ??

Dinner for two at the
Mayflower Hotel
and that’s exactly
what you get.

(The Steak That
Made Us Famous}

WINE

(2 Glasses) voes,

TheSteak House  TOtalcerrunnsrusssnsecnsensenens 1975
willbe open  [yciudes salad,
MothersDay!  snd homermade French bread.

May flower
( N\ Hotel

Downtown Plymouth
827 W. Ann Arbor Trail at Main ¢ 453-1620




