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Burglaries
top the list

in city crime

Arson, Tobbery, burglary, aggravat-
ed assault and auto theft were the
crimes showing the most significant in-
creases on the city of Farmington
crime blotter for 1981, according to a
recently released public safety report.

The value of goods taken in burgla-
ries increased by 27.3 percent, accord-
ing to the report presented by Lt.
Frank Lauhoff at Monday’s council ses-
sion.

Burglaries reached a record high of
163 in 1981, surpassing the previous
high of 147 set in 1975. In 1980, the tal-
ly wras set at 125, according to the re-

port.
A burglary breakdown showed that .

124 were residential, including apart-
ments and condominiums. Thrity-nine
others were at commercial or business
establishments.

Precious metals such as coins, silver
and flatware accounted for much of the
burglary increase over the previous
year, according to the report.

“The residential burglary increases
have been a nearly universal experi-
ence,” said the report, authored by
Public Safety Director Robert Seifert.

Apprehending suspects is difficult,
he says, because it’s tough for a patrol
officer to stumble upon a break-in
while on patrol. The problem is com-
pounded by the difficuity in Identifying
sorneone as suspicious because thieves
are often friends or neighbors of the
vietims.

HOWEVER, SEIFERT adds, the
enactment of the Precious Metals Act
last fall reduced burglaries in the last
half of 1981 and into this year.

‘The act requires coin and metal deal-
ers to take steps to identify the seller
and record transactions.

Goods worth $26,097 were taken in
1981 as compared to a 1980 total of
$7,930, an increase of 303 percent over
the total worth of goods stolen in 1980
robberiés.

“The dramatic increase in the value
of proj taken is attributed to a sin-
gle robbery of a local coin shop from
which $18,400 was taken,” said the re-
port.

‘That shop was Farmington Assay.

“The assailant in the coin shop rob-
bery was apprehended and subsequent-
Iy convicted, receiving a prison term in
excess of 20 years, but the property
was recovered.”

Eight robberies were reported to
Farmington Police in 1981 compared
to six the previous year and an average
of 6.1 robberies a year in the past 10
years.

Thirty-five motor vehicles were
stolen in Farmington during 1981, com-
pared to 30 the year before. A sign of
the economic times is reflected in the
fact that despite more cars being
stolen, the average value of the cars in
1981 was $4,343 compared to an aver-
age of $8,609 in 1980.

EIGHT INSTANCES of arson were
detected by public safety officials in
1981 compared to five such incidents
the preceding year. The largest arson
property loss was the Glass Onion res-
taurant which suffered a $214,000. The
investigation into that blaze “is cur-
rently being held open pending any ad-
ditional investigative leads,” said the
report.

‘The department reported 144 fire
runs in 1982 as compared to 109 in 1980
for a 32.1 percent increase.
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Hills cops laud
neighbor watch

Ey M.8. Dillon Ward
staff writer

The Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment credits the Neighborhood Watch
program with playing a part in the 12.8
percent drop in violent crime in 1981.

QOverall crime jumped 9 percent,
kowever, to 22,025 offenses in 1981
from 20,206 in 1980.

‘The department's annual report lists
one criminal homicide in 1981 (there
also was one in 1980); four suicides vs.
three in 1980; a 30 percent decrease in
forcible rape; a 24.1 percent increase in
robberies and a 28.1 percent decrease
in aggravated assault.

larceny declined 125 percent, while
auto theft decreased by .4 percent for
the overall 12.8 percent decrease.

“WE FIGURED WE would be get-
ting a decrease,” sald Inspector Thom-
as Godwin. “Because of Neighborhood
Watch and by noting trends and projec-
tions, we've altered the way we distrib-
ute our manpower and surveillance
crews.

“We've been able to plot when to

fatal accidents, a decrease of one from
1980; 561 injury accidents, down from
614 last year, and 976 property damage
accidents, down from 1,022 in 1980.
Drunk driving arrests in
186 from 102.
Driving under the influence of liquor
increased 3.3 percent, up from 102 in-
cidents in 1980 to 136.

Robberies, burglaries, larcenies and
motor vehicle thefts totalled 2,927,
down from 3,382 incidents in 1980. To-
tal value of stolen property increased'
however to $3,209,134 from $3,025,183.

Thirty-four incidents of arson were
reported, va. 42 in 1980, a drop of 18

percent.

Sex offenses were down 17.9 percent,
reflecting 44 incidents as opposed to 61
in 1980, Family trouble increased 15.7
percent, up to 278 incidents from 236 in
1880.

There were elght reports of {llegally-
possessed weapons, a 60 percent hike
from the five reported incidents the
previous year. *

Vandalism was off 20.6 perceat, a

- . B

decrease to 1,076 incidents from 1,356
in 1980.

Assaults jumped 3.3 percent to 374
from 362 incidents in 1980. There were
129 runaways in 1981 vs. 127 in 1980.
Truancy was down 25.5 percent from
137 to 102 incidents last year.

Fraud decreased 1.5 percent from
100 incidents to 197 in 1980, while for-
gery incidents Increased 7.1 percent,
up from 42 to 45 incidents.

Police reported a 16.1 percent in-
crease in vagrancy — 101 incident in
1981 and 14 more than the year before.

Nearly 400 incidents of di
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‘I’s a gas’

By Craig Piechura
staff writer

For the first time in almost three
years, gasoline prices dipped below the
$1 per gallon mark in Farmington
‘Tuesday afternoon.

The Shell station at the cormer of
Grand River and Power sold regular
leaded gasoline for 99 cents and
unleaded for $1.09 during what was
billed as “bappy hour” from noon til 3
pm. for self-serve customers who
pump their own gas.

Business at the gas station owned by
Rick Evenson of Plymouth wasn't as
brisk as anticipated because just as the
sale started, a city employee made the
manager remove a temporary sign

posted in front of the establishment be-
cause it violated the city sign law.

The regular price signs, however,
were changed to reflect the double-di-
git special. Station manager Tony Fur-
giuele, of Plymouth, hinted that the
special may be repeated again mext
Tuesday afternoon if the public
responds favorably.

“It’s being done to let new customers
know we're here and give our steady
customers a break,” says Furgiuele.
“The owner just took over this station
in December and figured this would be
a fairer way of passing on a savings
than to send out flyers advertising a
discount for those who need mechanic
work done.”

Business hasn't been great at the sta-
tion, Ferguiele says, so it is hoped that

Regular gas dips below $1

the sale will attract new customers to
the business.

“IT'S KIND-of a come-on, a loss-
leader type of thing,” he explained.

In retailing, a loss-leader is an item
the seller offers at less than the price
he paid. Ferguiele says the station lost
ane cent per gallon pumped during the
“happy hour” but hopes to make up for
it by word-of-mouth advertising and by
attracting customers to the station for
repair work.

The gas sale attracted a great deal
more customers than normal at the gas
station but there were no long lines
such as the ones found in other cities
where the promotion was tried.

*1 think it’s great,” says Pat Murray,
20, of Farmington. “It's just too bad it

RANDY BORST/staff photographer
Customers line up to take advantage of a three-hour gas sale at a Shell station on Grand River and Power in Farmington. The manager
of the station says the sale may be repeated again next week. *

won't stay like this, It'll go right back
up this summer.”

Similar comments were made by
Lorrie Urban, 29, of Brighton, who
filled up her tank with unleaded.

“By vacation time they’ll get it right
back up,” she says. “When somebody
wants money, they do something to get
money.”

Some older drivers said they never
expected to be lining up to purchase
gas at a bargain price of $1.09 after
lyeaxs of paying less than 50 cents a gal-
on.

Gas reached a modern-day low of
18.9 cents per gallon in the Detroit area
in 1968 and hit a high of 145.9 cents per
gallon around Christmas 1980, accord-
ing to gas station owners.

Hartsock

By Craig Piechura
staff writer

Just as city officials were dotting the
last “i" in MetroVision on the cable

television company’s agreement with
the

conduct were reported, lit-

. tle change from 1980.
Burglaries were down 155 percent; ;

‘Traffic violations increased to 12,251
from 9,633 in 1980. Vehicle impound-
ments totalled 978.

An 18 percent increase was reported

F serving on
the City Council raised a
reviewing th; firm's financial reports.

point about -

wants cable books audited

against a certified audit of the firm’s
financial statemeants.

Hartgock’s request for an audit even-
tually won the unanimous backing of
three councilmen, with Councilman
Richard Tupper again absent. But City
Manager Robert Deadman chided the
council for bringing up the matter at
such a late date and delaying the start
of cable i

)id requests a
rate increase three years into the 15-
year franchise agreement with Farm-
ington, Farmington Hills and Novi,
C. .

Please turn to Page 4A

F William Hart-
sock would like to judge that request

The cable television contract agree-
ment language Is identical to language
in the already-introduced cable televi-
sion franchise ordinance which was re-
viewed by Farmington officials April

Farmer Jack wins right
to relocate in larger store

Farmington City Council has ap-
proved a zoning change which will al-

low a Farmer Jack supermarket to .

move from downtown Farmington to
the southeasat corner of Farmington
Road and Nine Mile. .

The new store isn’t expected to ope:
until the fall of 1983 at the earliest.

The store will be 41,600 square feet
compared to the existing store’s 18,600
square feet. Developers also plan to
build 20,800 square feet of i

rather than relocate in adjacent Farm-
ington Hills or Livenia.

Developers had initially proposed a
much larger center which met with op-
position from downtown business and
city officials concerned that it would
draw traffic away from the city.

lanes but Dobes said the trouble will
come under the M-102 overpass which
can't be widened.

Erika Wonn says she’s for the project
because it'll keep tax dollars in the city
of Farmington.

Pat Hargis said the downtown area
is threatened and “the downtown gives
u to call .

After meeting with city officials,
/Walker D P pre-

sented a scaled-down proposal and
dropped plans to include a Perry Drugs
o-

shopping retail space — enongh for 10
stores — and an unattached 5,000~
square-foot restaurant.

‘Comparison shopping includes such
shops as fashion and shoe stores, as op-
posed to convenience stores such as
party stores.

Councilmen at Monday night's coun-
cil meeting said they were sorry that
Borman's Inc., the parent company of
Farmer Jack supermarkets, had decid-
ed to move its downtown store, but
were glad the company had chosen to
remain in the city of Farmington

and ACO two 1
cated in the downtown area.

AT A PUBLIC HEARING before the
council vote, residents were split on
whether the city council should rezone
the property.

Bill Dobes said city officials haven’t
considered the amount of traffic such a
center will generate at an already con-
gested intersection.

City Manager Robert Deadman said
the developers’ plans call for widening
Farmington Road from four to six

Phyllis Carlson said she’s concerned
about what will happen with the old
Farmer Jack store when the new store
opens.

“Please, no discount houses (on the
site),” Carlson said. “If shops go in
there, put good shops in there.”

William Wetherford, one of the de-
velopers, said he's not only in business
in Farmington, he lives in Farmington,
and doesn't want to do anything to
harm the city or its business climate.

“We're looking for a group of high-

19. The cable ordinance, however, has
only been introduced, not adopted, and
can be amended by the three cities to
reflect Hartsock's demand for a certi-
fied audit.

No cable can be strung on utility
poles or laid underground until Metro-
Vision secures the contract with all
three cities and the ordinances become
published and official.

THE IDEA behind having a cable TV
agreement that mirrors the language
of the cable TV ordinance is to protect
the city in the event that a federal
judge may rule in the future that a city
cannot grant a cable company a
franchise to operate in its jurisdiction.
1f that should happen, city officials
said, the three cities would have an
agreement on which to fall back.

All three city councils — Farming-
ton, Farmington Hills and Novi —
must agree to the audit provision be-

fore it becomes part of the cable agree-
ment and cable ordinance between the
tri<ity cable authority and MetroVi-
sion.

Henry Harris, president of MetroVi-
sion, is attending the national Cable
Television Association convention in
Las Vegas and was unavailable for
comment on the request for an audit in
the event of a rate increase request.

The company’s local representative,
Tom- Bjorklund, manager of Redford
Township’s MetroVision office, was at
Monday's Farmington council meeting
and didn’t think the request was out of

ine.

“I'm sure the question of certified
auditing would cause no problem with
headquarters in Atlanta,” Bjorklund

said.
‘When asked whether the books of the
Qakland County subsidiary of MetroVi-
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AMAZING RESPONSE!
V. Mazer wanled to sell
Chryster motor, so she
called the Observer & Ec-
centric  Newspapers 1o
place an ad in the classi-
fled soction. "I am very
pleased with the amazing
response. | had an ad run-
ning in enother paper for a
week and received no re-
sponsa at all.”

Remember...

One call

591-0900

Use your MasterCard or Visa

class shops that would be an asset to
th ity

said.




