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O’Neills prepare for gathering of the clan’

F YOUR NAME is O'Neill, or you
are descended from an O'Neill,
you are invited to the first inter-
national Gathering of the Clan

O'Neill June 20 to July 4 in Northern
Irefand.

If you have one ol the hundreds of
otiier Irish names common in America,
you may still be in the work

taims (left) to the streets of downtown Betfast (right).
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of Kathleen Neill {sic), founder and ex-
ecutive director of the year-old Irish
Geneological Association and organizer
of the O'Neill gathering.

The U.S. Census Bureau, in a survey
published this week, showed that more
Americans trace their ancestry to Ire-
land than to any other country except
Germany. Many of them have already
beea in touch with.Neil, although they
usually don't have the information they
need to trace their ancestors.

According to her, the history of the
O'Neill clan is the history of Ireland.
Legend says that all Irish and Scottish
Celts are descended from Milesius,
King of Spain, who conquered Ireland
in 500 B.C., and that his son Heremon is
the ancestor of the O'Neills.

THE O'NEILLS introduced the clan
system, keeping accurate geneological
records, and are thus the oldest trac-
able family in Europe. It was an
O'Neill, then spelled Niall, who kid-
napped the young boy who later be-
came St. Patrick.

It was the same family that began
the custom of prefixing a name with O

(“descended from”); both O'Neill and
MacNeill mean “son of Nelll ' alr.houg,h
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IF YOU ARE ‘more interested in
tracing your ancestors than celebrating
the O'Neills, the Irish Geneological As-

- sociation has some suggestions for you.

Do as much homework as poss:ble at
home. Many people arrive in Ireland

many families dropped the ting to find the i they
0 and the Mac, especially in America. need at that end, but they are often dis-
appointed

‘There are now 23,000 O'Neills in Ire-
land, and thousands more around the
world. If you are one of them, you can
enjoy lecturés, pageants, receptions,
sightseeing tours and attend the inau-
guration of the Clan Chieftain, the
Right Honorable Lord O'Neill who was
found living in Spain.

Any O'Neill can attend, but some
events are open only to those who book
through the Irish Genealogical Associa-
tion, which offers the program and ac-
commodations for $800 to $1,000 for
one week, $1,300 to $1,600 for two
weeks, depending on whether you stay
in university halls or first class hotels.

You can also do a self-drive bed-and-
breakfast trip for $525. Because of
changing currency exchange rates, you
may save considerably by paying the
rates charged in pound sterling. These
prices do not include air fare to Ire-
land.
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Ask relatives for information, Check
family gravestones. Check immigra-
tions lists in the United States and state
archives in Nova Scotia, Canada. Many
families are recorded in the extensive
genealogieal files kept by the Church of
the Latter Day Saints in Salt Lake City,
even though such families are not Mor-
mons.

Ideally, you Should have tour ances-
tor’s name, parish, county, the name of
the ship he sailed on and the date of his
birth. Most people don’t have that
much information.

“It's like a detective story or 2 jig-
saw puzzle,” Kathleen Neill says. “Col-
lect every tiny bit of information at
home, especially the locauun where
your ancestor lived in Ireland.”

Many people think that their families
came from Londonderry, or Derry as it
is often called in Ireland; but that may
only be the city from which their ship
sailed to America.

IF YOU ARE concerned about tray-
eling in Northern Ireland, you may be
surprised at how little The Troubles, as
the Irish call it, affects your trip.

Certaln security precautions are
very visible: on shuttle planes to Bel-
fast; in the blocked-off center city
areas, where only foot passengers are
allnwed, in the occasional roadblock.

Moct of Northern Ireland, however,
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peaceful green pastoral land, espe-
cially attractive to travelers who enjoy
driving through the countryside and
staying in bed-and-breakfast accom-
modations.

For travel information, contact the
Northern Ireland Tourist Board, c/o

Name

the British Tourist Authority, 680 Fifth

Ave,, New York, NY 10019. Contact
Kathleen Neill at the Irish Genealogi-
cal Association, 162a Kingsway, Dun-
murry, Belfast, BT179AD, Northern

Ireland. Membership in the association
is available.
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Kathleen Neill is organizer of this
summer’s Gathering of the clan
O'Neill.

PAY 7 - STAY 11

DAYS FREE

SUPER VALUE AT HARBOR ISLAND SPA]

bl Lot s pomper you movnig t sight *

KYOuR HDOM RATE INCLUDES: 3 Supemsec Weals | 2
\Da\ly Dlehhan ssages — Spas

"Call Toll Free for a Brochure %

-800 327-7510 %

Larry Paskow's

Street

State,

Zip. Phone

On Biscavne Bay
hami Beach Florida

0 Include Sales Information

2 ok k& ok ok kA ke dokok ok Rk ok ok

AW THE
NEWS...

AW THE

SN

NewsrAdio @5am

Birchwood Farm Estate
has a limited number of privately owned 2-5 bedroom hames available for rental.
* Championship 18 hole golf course ® Tennis courts ¢
* Pool * Private club dining room »

l -
Birchwood Realty ‘; 2’::3‘ i::‘::,:’_”?’éll’:er;n;lm[a'mmvmn andfree
P.0. Box 497 clude sales informotion

6789 S. Lake Shore Dy, Nem
Harbor Springs. M 49740 Addres
61 :
(616) 526-2156 City. State____Zip.

3 Phone




